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LANGUAGES ELECTIVES
English Literature: Banned Books
Italian: Year 9 (whole year)*
Italian: Year 10 (whole year)
SCIENCE ELECTIVE
Sustainable Earth
HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION ELECTIVES
Health: Promotion and Nutrition
Physical Education: Fitness and Training
UNIQUE ELECTIVES
Leadership: Lead the Way
Power Hour Plus: Boost your Learning (Learning Support)

Cognitive Enhancement (Arrowsmith)

KEY EVENTS

Time Event ‘ Details
Term 3, Students may submit application to Form must be received by the Head of Learning
Week 2 study a VCE subject in Year 10 and Teaching by the end of week 2, Term 3.
Term 3, Year 9/10 Subject Selection Evening Join us to discuss subject selection opportunities for
Week 4 students
Term 3, Subject selections open The online form will become available for students to
Week 5 complete. Details will be sent via email.
Term 3, Head of Learning and Teaching will assess Head of Learning and Teaching will advise families of
Week 6 application forms the outcome of application for acceleration.
T 3 Subject selections closed At the end of the week, the online form will be
erm 3, . - .
closed. This allows us to use this information to plan
Week 6
for the next year.
T 4 Subjects lists confirmed and communicated | Class lists are finalised and communicated via email
erm
to students*
T 4 Resource lists communicated Required resources for each subject are published via
erm
Campion booklists

* The timing of this communication may be delayed if further planning is required
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Principal Preamble

Plenty Valley Christian College (PVCC) is a Christ-centred college that pursues excellence in education and
character. As a school, PVCC desires that students be engaged, equipped, and empowered through their
learning, through the College’s programs to transform their communities. In providing a range of classes
at PVCC we acknowledge that all students are image bearers of God and gifted in a number of ways.

It is our intent for the Christian Gospel to guide our teaching and learning, and for students to be shaped
by the Gospel in all subjects, including these Year 9 & 10 learning options.

With respect to Year 9 & 10 subject choices, it is our hope that students listen carefully to their families
and College staff and, through their learning, become more aware of God’s world and who they are.

How to choose your subjects

Browse through this handbook and:
- Highlight the subjects that sound exciting
- Note any additional costs

- Consider further learning opportunities the subject leads to

Discuss the subjects with your parents. You may want to use the following questions to think through
your decisions:

- What kinds of things do you generally love to learn about?

- When you have some spare time, what do you enjoy doing and how might this be connected to
different kinds of learning?

- Considering your personality, how might these electives allow your natural abilities to shine?

- How might these subjects help to strengthen the areas you would like to work on?

Discuss your ideas with subject teachers. You might like to:
- Ask your Home Group teacher what subjects they think you would most enjoy.
- Book a time to talk to someone who teaches the subjects you’re interested in.
- Ask what’s involved, including the big ideas, excursions, style of learning, assessments, re

- sources, opportunities for presenting, skills you will develop, etc.

Attend the Careers and VCE Expo (Term 2), especially if you are considering accelerating into a VCE
subject at Year 10.

Attend the Subject Selection Evening (Term 3), where we will discuss how subject selection works and
how you can get the most out of it.
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Course Design

Visual representation of new model

Year 9 Standard
Semester A Semester B

English
Maths
Science
Health/PE
Christian Studies
Work Studies
Y9 History* Elective

Humanities/Italian** Elective/Italian**

Elective Elective

Sport Sport
*Y9 Students must complete a semester of History this year.
**Y9 Students must also complete a single semester of a Humanities elective or a full year of Italian.

Year 10 Standard Year 10 inc. Accelerated Subject
Semester One Semester Two Semester One Semester Two
English English
Maths Maths
g Health/PE Health/PE
Christian Studies Christian Studies
Work Studies Work Studies
Science Electives (4 rotations) Science Electives (4 rotations)
@ History/Elective*** Elective VCE Accelerated Subject
'g Elective Elective History/Elective*** Elective
= Elective Elective Elective Elective
Sport Sport Sport Sport

***Y10 Students must ensure they have completed two semesters of History across Y9 & 10

Things to keep in mind

- Most courses are offered as a semester-based and provisional on student interest.
- Multiple instances of the same subject will run if there is enough interest.
- Subjects offered may change in subsequent years as curriculum is rotated.

VCE Accelerated Subjects (in Year 10)

Students who are interested in taking one of the below VCE/VET studies in Year 10 must apply
through the process advertised in Term 3. Please note there are only a few places available, and
only very able students with a clear record of very high achievement, good organisation and a
regular commitment to their homework will be considered.

The subjects offered are:
- VCE Art Creative Practice
- VCE Environmental Science
- VCE Health and Human Development
- VCE VET Music
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CORE SUBJECTS

Christian Life Studies

Year 9

This course builds on the foundations established in Year 8, supporting students in
deepening their understanding of the Christian faith and what it means to live as followers
of Jesus. Students are encouraged to reflect on how a biblical worldview shapes their
attitudes, decisions, and relationships, with a particular focus on living out faith through
service, community, love, and authentic relationships.

Topics explored include the significance of the resurrection of Jesus, the credibility of
miracles, insights from Matthew’s Gospel - particularly God’s compassion for those in need -
and the practical outworking of faith in community service, love, and relationships.

A key feature of this course is the opportunity for students to put faith into action through
out-of-class experiences. This includes a one-week placement in a volunteer organisation of
their choice, typically undertaken in the final week of Term 2. Students are encouraged to
identify suitable placements within their local community or near the homes or workplaces
of family and friends. Preparation for this experience is supported through class time, with
further information provided to families prior to the mid-year holidays.

Year 10

In Year 10 Christian Life Studies, students deepen their understanding of what it means to
pursue a ‘good life’ through the lens of the Christian faith. They are challenged to reflect on
how cultural influences shape their worldview and to consider how the life and teachings of
Jesus offer a different vision - one centred on selflessness, meaningful relationships, and a
life oriented toward others.

Through the unit Who is my Neighbour?, students explore what it means to live with
empathy, compassion, and responsibility in a diverse and often secular society. They
examine the concept of worldviews from an anthropological perspective, investigate the
beliefs and values present within their local community, and present their insights through
collaborative group work.

In the final unit, Roadblocks to Faith, students engage honestly with questions and
challenges that can hinder belief. They identify and explore issues personally relevant to
them—such as suffering, death, science, evolution, and violence - and consider thoughtful
Christian responses. This process invites students to grow in understanding, articulate their
perspectives, and engage in respectful dialogue with others.
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English
Year 9

God has gifted humanity with language so that we may communicate, build relationships, and respond to
Him. In Year 9 English, students deepen their understanding of this gift as they grow in maturity, wisdom,
and discernment, while preparing for the academic demands of the senior years.

Students engage with a wide range of increasingly complex texts, including literary, media, and digital
forms, exploring significant ideas and themes across different contexts, cultures, and time periods.
Through the study of novels, poetry, drama, film, and persuasive texts, they examine how authors use
language features, text structures, and stylistic choices to shape meaning, represent perspectives, and
influence audiences. Students also consider how texts reflect and shape individual and collective
identities, values, and beliefs.

Building on these understandings, students refine their ability to analyse, evaluate, and create texts for a
variety of purposes and audiences. They engage critically with contemporary issues, examining evidence,
recognising bias, and responding thoughtfully to diverse viewpoints. Through the creation of imaginative,
analytical, and persuasive texts, students develop greater control over language, structure, and style
while strengthening their skills in listening, reading, viewing, speaking, writing, and creating.

As Christians, students are encouraged to use language with integrity, wisdom, and compassion,
recognising its power to communicate truth, build understanding, and positively influence the world
around them.

Year 10

Language is one of God's greatest gifts, enabling people to seek truth, build community, express ideas,
and engage meaningfully with the world. In Year 10 English, students are challenged to use this gift with
increasing insight, responsibility, and discernment as they prepare for the demands of VCE and life
beyond school.

The Year 10 English course encourages students to refine their ability to analyse, evaluate, and create
increasingly complex texts. Through the study of literary, media, and digital texts, students explore how
language features, text structures, and authorial choices shape meaning, influence audiences, and reflect
perspectives. They examine how ideas, values, and concerns are represented and challenged, while
considering the ways language can shape public opinion and contribute to social and cultural
conversations.

Students are encouraged to think critically about the information and messages they encounter,
evaluating evidence, identifying bias, and responding thoughtfully to complex issues and diverse
viewpoints. Through the creation of imaginative, analytical, and persuasive texts, they develop increasing
sophistication in their use of language, evidence, and structure, learning to communicate complex ideas
with clarity, precision, and confidence.

Throughout the course, students strengthen their skills in reading, writing, speaking, listening, and
viewing while refining their critical and creative thinking. As Christians, they are encouraged to engage
thoughtfully with texts and issues, using language with integrity, wisdom, and compassion as they seek
truth, build understanding, and contribute positively to the world around them.
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Health

Year 9

In Year 9 Health, students deepen their understanding of personal, social and community health through
two core units: Mental Health and Relationships.

In the Mental Health unit, students explore strategies to manage their identities, emotions and responses
to change. They analyse factors that influence mental health and wellbeing, refine help-seeking
strategies, and develop skills to support both themselves and others. This unit invites students to
consider their identity not merely through a psychological lens, understanding that they are known, and
loved by God. Students are encouraged to recognise that seeking help and caring for one's mental health
is consistent with the biblical call to live wisely and to bear one another's burdens.

In the Relationships unit, students explore the nature and benefits of respectful relationships, examining
how empathy, ethical decision-making, respect and consent contribute to establishing and maintaining
healthy connections with others. They develop skills to manage relationships as they change over time,
including conflict resolution, assertive communication and negotiation.

Together, these units equip students to navigate the complexities of adolescent life with wisdom,
compassion and a faith-informed understanding of what it means to flourish as whole persons in
community.

Year 10

In Year 10 Health, students engage in a Society and Culture Inquiry Project that draws together and
extends their understanding of how societal attitudes, values and structures shape individual and
community health and wellbeing.

Students examine how diversity and gender are represented in the media and broader community,
investigating the influence these representations have on personal identities and health behaviours.

Students analyse the implications of attitudes and behaviours such as prejudice, marginalisation,
discrimination, violence and harassment on individuals and communities, and propose evidence-based
countermeasures to address these.

Students also investigate community health resources, evaluating how accessible they are for
marginalised individuals and groups, and propose strategies to promote greater inclusiveness.

Throughout this project, students are encouraged to approach their research with curiosity and
compassion, developing the critical thinking and moral courage needed to be genuine agents of change in
their communities.
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History

Year 9

In Year 9 History, students will explore the dramatic changes that shaped the modern world from the
Industrial Revolution through to World War I. The course examines how industrialisation transformed
societies, economies and daily life, creating new opportunities while also producing harsh working
conditions, overcrowded cities and rising social tensions. Students will investigate how inventions,
factories and technological progress reshaped the world and laid the foundations for modern warfare.

The unit then explores the causes, major events and consequences of World War I, examining why the
conflict became so brutal and catastrophic. Students will investigate the role new military technologies
played in the devastating toll on human life, as well as the experiences of soldiers and civilians both on
the battlefield and on the home front. Particular attention will be given to the role and experiences of

Australians during the war.

Throughout the course, students will be encouraged to reflect on the value of human life from a Christian
perspective, recognising that all people are created in God's image. Students will examine the causes and
consequences of conflict, the reality of human brokenness, and the ways individuals have responded with
courage, sacrifice, service and compassion. They will consider how biblical principles of justice, love,
dignity and stewardship can help guide responses to moral challenges and periods of significant historical
change.

Students will engage with historical sources, political cartoons, letters, speeches, photographs and
documentaries while developing skills in source analysis, extended responses, research and historical
essay writing.

NOTE: This year we have brought Year 9 History into our Core Subjects which will continue in Year 10 for
2028.
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Mathematics

From the spiralling of a galaxy to the rhythm of the seasons, mathematics is woven into the fabric of
God's creation. To study Mathematics is to trace the fingerprints of a God of order, beauty, and infinite
wisdom who designed a universe that can be understood, measured, and explored. At its heart,
Mathematics is an act of discovering patterns: noticing the elegance and consistency that God has built
into the structure of all things and marvelling at it.

We can bring more than calculation to the classroom. We bring curiosity shaped by faith — a conviction
that pursuing mathematical understanding is part of receiving wisdom. We do not simply learn formulas;
we learn to think well, reason carefully, and see the world more clearly as God's handiwork.

Year 9

Students will be placed into either General Mathematics Preparation or Mathematical Methods
Preparation, based on their Year 8 performance and teacher recommendation. Both pathways work
through the Australian Curriculum, building strong mathematical foundations across key areas including
algebra, linear and quadratic relationships, measurement, trigonometry, geometry, probability, financial
mathematics, and statistics.

In each of these topics, students are invited to do more than master technique — they are encouraged to
ask why the patterns hold, to notice the order beneath the numbers, and to appreciate that
mathematical structure reflects something true about the world God made. Students in Mathematical
Methods Preparation will extend this further through problem-solving investigations and critical thinking
using mathematical tools creatively and purposefully for the benefit of others.

Year 10

In Year 10, students continue along a pathway aligned to their intended VCE studies. Those heading
toward VCE General Mathematics will develop skills in data analysis, measurement, linear relations,
matrices and networks. Those heading toward VCE Mathematical Methods will deepen their
understanding of polynomials, exponentials and logarithms, probability, and trigonometry. Both
pathways call students to ponder creation, step back from the mechanics of a solution and notice that
mathematics gives us a remarkable window into the consistency and faithfulness of God. For example a
logarithmic curve, a probability distribution, a geometric proof is each an invitation to wonder.
Meanwhile, financial mathematics grounds students in real-world responsibility, connecting to the call to
be faithful and just stewards of the resources God places in our hands.

Across both Year 9 and Year 10, class streams allow for more personalised learning, giving every student
the opportunity to grow at the level they need. We believe every student is unwrapping gifts and that the
gift of mathematical thinking, developed faithfully, equips students not just for VCE, but for a life of wise,
creative, and purposeful service in God's world.

Year 11 Year 12

Units 1 and 2 Units 3 and 4

General Maths General Maths » General Maths

/ (may be taken with Math Methods)
Maths Methods » Maths Methods
Maths Methods Prep » Specialist Maths » Specialist Maths

(may be taken with Math Methods)
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Physical Education
Year 9

In Year 9 Physical Education, students explore what it means to be good stewards of the bodies and
communities God has entrusted to them. Rooted in the understanding that we are fearfully and
wonderfully made, students develop specialised movement skills across a variety of sports, with a focus
on fundamental skills including striking, kicking, throwing, and catching. They evaluate and refine their
own and others' movement performances, applying movement concepts in challenging and unfamiliar
situations.

In the Fitness unit, students undertake pre and post fitness testing to assess their physical capacities,
analyse results against relevant health benchmarks, and develop a personalised physical activity plan to
improve a fitness component of their choice. This process encourages students to reflect on their
responsibility to care for themselves as image-bearers of God,

Students also participate in a SEPEP program (Sports Education in Physical Education Program), taking on
roles and responsibilities such as coach, referee, and manager, to organise and run a round robin
tournament. Through this, students develop leadership, ethical decision-making, and a commitment to
fair play and community.

Year 10

In Year 10 Physical Education, students further develop and apply their knowledge of movement and
physical activity through a dedicated Coaching unit. Students investigate the role and responsibilities of a
coach, exploring how effective coaches balance technical knowledge with strong interpersonal skills, clear
communication and an understanding of individual needs.

Students are provided feedback through observation on their coaching approaches with the goal of
improving both the movement performance and overall wellbeing of those they coach. They develop an
understanding that good coaching extends beyond technique, attending to motivation, confidence and
the broader physical and emotional development of individuals.

Throughout the unit, students continue to demonstrate leadership and ethical behaviours across a range
of movement settings, navigating real challenges around fairness, inclusion and the responsibilities that
come with being in a position of influence over others.
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Science
Year 9

Year 9 Science draws students into four great domains of God's created order — chemistry, biology,
physics, and geology — each offering a different lens through which to understand the world He has
made and our place within it. Students will enhance their understanding of sound scientific methodology
and cultivate a more independent approach to evaluating situations, developing solutions, and critiquing
results. Several independent learning tasks will be included in the coursework, and students are
encouraged to take more initiative and responsibility for their own learning.

Throughout the course, students are invited to consider the deeper questions science raises but cannot
answer alone. What does it mean to use scientific knowledge ethically? How does our understanding of
the natural world shape our responsibilities toward it? These questions connect naturally to biblical
threads such as Caretaking Earth, Challenging Distortions, and Transforming Thinking — calling students
to examine not just how the world works, but how we are called to respond as people formed by the
Gospel.

Year 10

In Year 10 students may explore the biological, chemical, geological or astronomical evidence for
different theories, such as the theory of natural selection and the big bang theory. Students explore
evidence for major scientific theories including natural selection and the big bang, investigate heredity
and energy flows within Earth's systems, and engage with atomic theory, climate modelling, and the
mathematics of motion.

Throughout, students learn that all scientific models carry assumptions and limitations which is a
reminder that discovering patterns in creation is an ongoing and humble endeavour, not a final account
of reality. This is where Christian faith brings genuine depth. As students engage with grand theories
about origins and the universe, they are equipped to do so confidently and thoughtfully learning to
distinguish between scientific evidence and philosophical interpretation and holding conclusions with
both intellectual rigour and theological grounding.

Year 10 science offers students the opportunity to choose 4 units for the year. They are required to
choose at least 2 core units chosen from: Biology, Chemistry, Physics and Psychology. They may also
choose up to 2 interest units chosen from:

Forensics: Students dive into the science of solving crimes by learning how to collect, analyse, and
interpret evidence such as blood spatter and genetic material to uncover what really happened.

Human Technology: Students explore how humans harness science and engineering by designing,
building, and testing real-world technologies, from electrical circuits to powerful mechanical
machines like trebuchets, to understand how ideas become working solutions.

Marine Ecology: Students investigate how ocean life connects and survives by exploring the
relationships, behaviours, and environmental forces that shape marine ecosystems.

Space and Rockets: Students uncover how humanity reaches beyond Earth by exploring the science
of space, the physics of rocketry, and the engineering that makes space travel possible.

NOTE: For students to enrol into Year 11 and/or Year 12 Biology, Chemistry & Physics they must complete
the corresponding Year 10 unit as outlined in the table below.

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12

Core Science Units 1 and 2 Units 3 and 4
Biology » Biology > Biology
Chemistry Chemistry > Chemistry
Physics »  Physics > Physics
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Sport

The benefits of teenagers participating in regular physical activity have been well documented.

Involvement in a regular team competition develops a range of skills within a particular sport as well as
commitment to team-mates and the discipline of playing a particular position. Consequently, students
will have the opportunity to participate in house sport in swimming, athletics and cross-country events
and to represent their school in both summer and winter competitions in the Eastern Independent
Schools Melbourne competition. Successful students in the house swimming and athletic carnivals will go
on to represent PVCC at the EISM carnivals.

Sport is held in the afternoons and is a combined year level programme. If selected, students will be
expected to purchase a small amount of required personal sports safety equipment and/or uniform for
their chosen sport. Where possible the college will loan team sport tops. It is the student’s responsibility
to care for, launder and repair these uniforms. If a sport top is lost the student will be charged a $50
replacement fee.

Work Studies

Year 9

In Year 9 Work Studies, students are exposed to concepts and contexts on the skills, knowledge and
capacities required to build foundations for learning and work in the 21st century. This subject is
designed to empower students to explore the gifts and skills God has given students and how to explore
the path He might have for them in this world. Students engage in a range of activities to develop
understanding of work, careers, and post-school destinations. They will gain a greater understanding of
career options, pathways, and the labour market.

Year 10

Year 10 Work Studies will facilitate students to familiarise themselves with the skills, knowledge and
capacities required for learning and future work in God’s world. Students will learn about the relationship
between changing circumstances, learning and 21st century work opportunities and explore the skills
needed to manage change while trusting God with their futures. They will analyse the capabilities
necessary for the future, including appropriate communication skills, collaboration, teamwork,
entrepreneurial and transferable skills. They will learn about work readiness, and the core skills and
knowledge needed for successful participation in the workplace and be required to complete one week of
work experience in an organisation of their choice.
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HUMANITIES ELECTIVES
History: Unshackled

What was life really like for the convicts who were transported across the world to an unknown land?
How did a distant penal colony become the foundation of modern Australia?

In Unshackled, students will journey through the dramatic story of Australia from 1750 to 1914, exploring
exploration, colonisation, survival and the growth of a new nation. From the voyages of James Cook and
the arrival of the First Fleet to the movement toward Federation of Australia, students will investigate the
people, events and ideas that shaped Australia’s early history.

The course brings history to life through the experiences of convicts, settlers and First Nations peoples.
Students will examine the harsh realities faced by convicts — including poverty, crime, transportation and
punishment — while also exploring how many overcame extraordinary hardship to build new lives and
communities. Through historical sources, letters, images and debates, students will uncover stories of
struggle, resilience, leadership and survival in an unfamiliar and often challenging world.

Students will also investigate the complex interactions between Indigenous Australians and European
settlers, considering different perspectives. Throughout the course, students are encouraged to think
critically and thoughtfully about justice, human dignity, courage and community, while reflecting on how
people respond to hardship, change and responsibility.

As the course progresses, students will explore the growth of the colonies, the gold rushes and the
movement toward Federation, examining how ideas about democracy, identity and nationhood
developed over time. Students will develop key historical skills including source analysis, inquiry,
persuasive writing and evidence-based argument.

Assessment tasks may include source analyses, historical investigations, debates, research projects and
extended responses, giving students the opportunity to engage actively with Australia’s past and deepen
their understanding of the origins of the nation they live in today.

Leads to further studiesin...
VCE: History, Legal Studies, Global Politics, Philosophy.

History: The Arc of Justice (previously Money & Power)

Why do societies struggle to live up to their ideals of freedom, equality and justice? How have
courageous individuals challenged injustice and helped shape a more unified world?

In The Arc of Justice, students explore the major civil rights movements of Australia and the United States
through the stories of influential leaders, reformers and ordinary people who fought to overcome
barriers in society. Students will investigate the founding ideals of both nations, examining figures such as
Arthur Phillip, the American Founding Fathers, and Martin Luther King Jr, and consider how their actions
shaped debates about rights, justice and national identity.

The course explores key historical events including colonisation, Federation, segregation, the American
Civil Rights Movement, the Freedom Ride in Australia and the struggle for Indigenous rights. Students will
analyse speeches, historical sources, films and debates while developing skills in inquiry, source analysis,
discussion and persuasive writing.

This subject encourages students to consider themes of human dignity, justice, courage and unity.
Students will reflect on how Christian ideas about compassion, equality and the value of every person
have influenced movements for social change and continue to shape modern discussions about justice
and community.

Through engaging historical inquiry and discussion, students will explore how people and ideas have
helped overcome division and inspired movements toward justice and unity.

Leads to further studiesin...
VCE: History, Legal Studies, Global Politics, Philosophy.
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Business: Who Wants to be a Millionaire?

What does it take to be successful in business? Why do some businesspeople fail while others make
millions? In this subject we will explore these questions and more.

Students will explore the many different types of business that exist today, along with the legal, financial
and practical requirements to starting a business. This knowledge can lead to a successful business and
reaping the rewards of successfully planning your business. We will also explore importance of being
willing to take a calculated risk to pursue your dreams.

Running a business is not simply about the generation of profit, in today’s business, Corporate Social
Responsibility is an expectation of customers, shareholders and the general community. Students will
address sustainability issues in business and learn how these can enhance a business, both in its
operation and reputation.

Businesses practicing biblical stewardship integrate mission and profit, ask how operations can advance
God’s purposes, support communities, and reflect His character. This includes community engagement,
ethical partnerships, and fostering a positive organizational culture.

Students will learn how to start their own business and learn the importance of ethical Christian
behaviour. We will study many real-life businesses, including McDonalds and multiple Australian small
businesses to understand their successes and failures.

Leads to further studies in...

VCE: Business Management, Legal Studies, Economics, Accounting

Legal: Law and Order

Students are introduced to the Australian legal system through a biblical lens, recognising that laws and
authority ultimately reflect God’s desire for justice, order, and righteousness. They explore the
importance of laws in maintaining a safe and harmonious society and consider how biblical teachings
encourage respect for authority, personal responsibility, and the inherent dignity of every individual.
Through examining their rights and responsibilities as citizens, students develop an understanding of how
their actions can contribute positively to their communities and learn the importance of acting with
integrity, honesty, and compassion toward others.

Students investigate the nature and purpose of laws in society and examine the structure and operation
of government in Australia. They consider how human laws can align with biblical principles such as
justice, fairness, mercy, and care for others, while also recognising that laws are created to protect
individuals and promote the common good. Students explore the role of police and the courts in
upholding justice and maintaining social order, examining the principles of equality before the law and
procedural fairness.

Through studying sentencing in courts and participating in judging fictional cases, students reflect on the
complex relationship between justice, mercy, accountability, and forgiveness. Interactive role-plays and
mock court experiences allow students to engage with legal processes firsthand, fostering empathy,
discernment, and ethical decision-making. The course also examines the purpose and functions of
government at national, state, and local levels, considering why societies elect leaders and how
leadership can be viewed as an act of stewardship and service. By the end of the course, students
develop a deeper understanding of the Australian legal and political systems and are encouraged to
become informed, responsible, and compassionate citizens who seek justice and contribute positively to
their communities.

Leads to further studies in...
VCE: Legal Studies
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Geography: Coastal Rescue

Australians love the beach. It’s where we go to find rest, beauty, and adventure. But these stunning
environments are more than just playgrounds; they are intricate, God-given habitats that require wise
and intentional care. Has human activity put our coastlines in danger? If so, how can we rescue them?

In this elective, we explore the delicate balance between enjoying the coast and preserving it. We believe
that caring for our environment is an overflow of gratitude for God’s creation. We will investigate:

The Shaping of the Shore: How natural elements like wind, waves, and tides are constantly "sculpting"
our coastlines.

The Tourism Dilemma: Exploring the benefits of coastal tourism while asking the tough questions: Should
people be able to use the coast however they choose, or are we called to manage it for the good of all?

Geography is best learned with sand between your toes. We will head to the Woolamai Coastal Dune Surf
Beach region on Phillip Island to conduct a first-hand field investigation:

Dune Management: We will analyse how the surf beach is currently managed and develop our own
strategies for future protection. Sustainable Adventure: We'll even examine how "boogie boarding" down
dunes can be done in a way that respects the environment—demonstrating that we can enjoy the gift of
the coast without destroying it!

In Coastal Rescue, you aren't just a student; you are a decision-maker. You will learn to develop
management strategies that allow people to utilize these incredible spaces while ensuring they thrive for
generations to come. This is stewardship in action—taking a ‘Planet’ Shaper’ mindset to the very edge of
the ocean.

Additional costs: The excursion will be funded from the Humanities Excursion budget.

Leads to further studies in...
VCE: Geography, Environmental Studies

Geography: Tourism Adventure and Sustainability

Snowboarding in an alpine environment—does that sound like something you’d want to experience?
Tourism, Food Security & Sustainable Biomes. This subject begins with the excitement of snow and
tourism, drawing you into a deeper exploration of how people interact with some of the world’s most
unique and fragile environments—while considering our responsibility to care for creation.

As you journey through this course, you’ll explore Earth’s diverse biomes—from icy alpine regions to lush
rainforests and arid deserts. Discover how these environments function, the life they support, and the
importance of maintaining their delicate balance. You’ll reflect on what it means to be stewards of the
natural world and investigate practical ways to live sustainably and responsibly.

Survival isn’t just about extreme environments—it’s also about how we sustain human life across the
planet. Through the study of food security, you’ll examine global challenges related to food production,
distribution, and access. Explore how climate, population growth, and economic factors influence who
has access to food, and consider how principles of justice, compassion, and wise stewardship can
contribute to more fair and sustainable systems.

Sustainability is at the heart of this subject. Through tourism explorations, you’ll investigate how travel
connects people and places, shaping economies, environments, and cultures. You'll evaluate both the
benefits and challenges of tourism and consider how responsible choices can reflect respect for others,
care for communities, and thoughtful stewardship of the environments we visit.

As part of this course, we will take a closer look at Alpine tourism and, if numbers permit, students will
have the opportunity to experience snowboarding firsthand.

Additional costs: The excursion will be subsidised by the school and could incur an additional cost of up
to $150 per student.

Leads to further studies in...

VCE: Geography, Environmental Studies
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ARTS ELECTIVES

Visual Art: Painting and Skateboard Design

This Visual Art elective invites students to explore how artists shape spaces, tell stories, and reflect faith,
culture, and identity through creative practice. Grounded in the biblical understanding that humans are
created in God’s image as makers and caretakers of creation (Genesis 1-2), students will explore how art
can respond thoughtfully to the world we inhabit.

In this exciting subject, you’ll journey through various themes and ideas, using them as your launchpad to
create your own masterpieces. You’ll get your hands dirty (literally!) with painting, drawing and
printmaking. But it’s not just about making art; you’ll also learn how to look at art differently. You’ll dive
deep into what makes an artwork tick, how to talk about it, and what it means, all through some
interesting written tasks.

We also look at Skateboard Design and Street Art, students will explore contemporary visual culture,
symbolism, and communication in public spaces. They will design skateboard decks and develop street-
art-inspired works that express personal voice, justice, hope, and community—echoing the biblical call to
be “light” in the world (Matthew 5:14-16).

Throughout the course, students will analyse artworks from diverse cultures and time periods, develop
visual literacy, and refine their own creative style. This subject encourages experimentation, thoughtful
reflection, and confident self-expression, while building skills for further study in senior Visual Arts
pathways

Leads to further studies in...

VCE: Art Creative Practice, Visual Communication Design, Media

Visual Communication Design: Architectural Design

Have you ever wondered how buildings are designed, or how spaces can shape the way people live, learn
and work? In Architectural Design, you will explore how architects and designers imagine, plan and create
purposeful spaces for real people and real needs.

You will think and work like an architect and interior designer as you develop and refine design ideas
through sketching, planning, modelling and digital design. You will respond to real-world design
challenges and learn how to communicate your ideas clearly using freehand drawing as well as digital
tools such as Adobe lllustrator and Google SketchUp.

As you study examples of architecture from Australia and around the world, you will consider how
designers respond to social, environmental and cultural needs. Along the way, you will build skills in
creativity, problem-solving, critical thinking and collaboration, and learn how design choices
communicate meaning and purpose.

By the end of the course, you will present a completed architectural design solution supported by
sketches, plans, digital designs and a three-dimensional model, showing your understanding of design
principles and processes.

This course is grounded in a biblical worldview, recognising that creativity and design reflect God as the
ultimate Creator. You will be encouraged to see architectural design as a way of stewarding God’s world
wisely and responsibly creating spaces that serve people, support community and promote wellbeing.
You will explore how design can reflect biblical values such as care for others, sustainability, beauty and
purpose, using your creative skills to honour God and contribute positively to the built environment.

Leads to further studies in...

VCE: Visual Communication Design, Art Creative Practice
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Media: Reel Action

Get ready for a subject that is fast-paced, creative, and seriously fun. You'll jump straight into action
filmmaking by learning how to shoot dynamic trailer-style scenes, then put your skills to the test in hands-
on challenges like Late to Class and transforming raw footage into your own high-impact trailer. You'll
create your own Reels using CapCut, design a bold and persuasive “Convince Me It’s Healthy”
advertisement, and produce a visually stunning dramatic recipe video that feels more like a movie than a
cooking clip. Working in teams, you’ll take on the hilarious set of recreated movie moments inspired by
Be Kind Rewind, recreating scenes in creative, low-budget ways, before analysing action films like The Fall
Guy and Red Notice to understand how big-budget media creates excitement and spectacle.

The experience builds to an unforgettable class production titled Waterbrawl, filmed on location during
an excursion to World Series Paintball. This will involve collaboration, directing, acting and shooting like a
real film crew. You’ll also complete creative short projects like A Day in 60 Seconds, pushing your
storytelling skills to be sharp, engaging and impactful. Throughout it all, you won’t just be creating for
fun, you’ll be challenged to think about the message behind what you create. As Scripture reminds us,
“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord” (Colossians 3:23).This subject
encourages you to create media that reflects what is true, meaningful and worthwhile (Philippians 4:8),
using your creativity not just to capture attention, but to communicate ideas that have a positive and
lasting impact. This isn’t just about making videos, it’s about becoming a creator with skill, intention and
impact.

Leads to further studies in...
VCE: Media, Art Creative Practice, Literature

Media: Lights, Camera, Influence

Do you want to create videos that people actually stop and watch? Not just scroll past, but watch, share,
and remember?

This subject is your chance to step into the world of real content creation and filmmaking. You won’t just
learn about media, you’ll be out there making it! Think drones in the air, cameras rolling, lights set, sound
recording... creating your own content, filming on location, producing a class film, and even launching
your own podcast. Every lesson is hands-on, creative, and built around helping you level up your skills, so
your content actually stands out.

You’ll also unlock the secrets behind what makes films intense and unforgettable by studying how A
Quiet Place (Krasinski, 2018) builds suspense through sound, silence and camera work, before creating
your own short film designed to keep your audience on the edge of their seat (yes... including that perfect
jump scare).

But this subject is about more than just cool shots and editing tricks. It's about influence. In a world full of
content, what you create matters. Your creativity is a gift from God (1 Peter 4:10), and this subject
challenges you to use it in a way that reflects what is true, meaningful and worth sharing (Philippians 4:8).
You’ll create content that doesn’t just get attention but builds others up (Ephesians 4:29) and makes a
difference.

If you’ve ever thought, “I could make something better than this” ...this is your moment. This subject isn’t
just fun... it’s where creators are made.

Leads to further studies in...

VCE: Media, Art Creative Practice, Theatre Studies
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Drama: Production Pitches and Physicality

Have you ever wondered what happens behind the curtain before a production reaches the stage?
Production Pitches & Physicality gives students the opportunity to explore both the creative and practical
elements of theatre-making while developing the skills needed to become confident performers, industry
professionals, collaborators, and storytellers.

Students will gain exclusive insight into the Primary and or Secondary College Productions, analysing
these shows and learning how directors, designers, actors, and dramaturgs work together to bring stories
to life. Acting as creative consultants, students will pitch their own adaptation concepts, redesign
characters and worlds, and explore how stories can be reimagined for contemporary audiences. Students
may also assist with aspects of show week, backstage management, bump in, and production planning,
gaining valuable industry-style experience.

Alongside production studies, students will train in a range of exciting physical theatre styles including
Laban Movements, Meyerhold Biomechanics, Commedia dell' Arte, and Frantic Assembly. Through
movement, improvisation, ensemble work, comedy, and character creation, students will learn how the
body can become a powerful storytelling tool.

Grounded in a Christian worldview, this subject recognises creativity as a gift from God. Throughout
Scripture, we see artisans, builders, musicians, and craftspeople using their talents to glorify God and
serve others. From crafting the Tabernacle to skilled weavers and musicians in the Old Testament, God's
people were called to create with excellence and purpose. As followers of Christ, who is the ultimate
Creator, students are encouraged to develop their own creative gifts, steward their talents faithfully, and
use theatre to communicate truth, beauty, and meaning in a culture that longs for authentic stories.

Leads to further studies in...
VCE: Theatre Studies, Media, Arts Creative Practice

Drama: Adapting for Film and TV

Have you dreamt of being on the big screen? Or have you ever wondered why some stories captivate
audiences on stage while others come alive on screen? Adapting for Film & TV is designed for students
who are passionate about acting, filmmaking, storytelling, and the creative industries. Whether you
dream of performing in front of the camera, working behind the scenes, or creating your own social
media content, this subject provides practical experience in all areas with a focus on screen acting.

Students will participate in hands-on industry-style experiences including live mock auditions, self-tapes,
acting résumés, screen tests, duologues, and the creation of their own short films. Along the way, they
will develop confidence, creativity, communication skills, and an understanding of professional practices
to become industry ready for this field. Students will further explore screen acting techniques inspired by
Stanislavski while learning how filmmakers use camera work, editing, sound, and visual storytelling to
shape audience engagement.

Another key focus of this subject is adaptation. Students investigate how stories transform from page to
stage and stage to screen, exploring how directors and performers communicate meaning through
different mediums. Depending on productions running throughout the year, students may attend a live
theatre performance and compare it with its film adaptation.

Grounded in a Christian worldview, this subject recognises storytelling as one of God's primary ways of
revealing truth. Throughout Scripture, God uses narrative, poetry, and parables to communicate His
character and purposes. As image-bearers of a creative God, students are challenged to not conform to
the pattern of this world but to create stories that reflect truth, hope, beauty, and empathy while wisely
engaging with current culture.

Leads to further studies in...
VCE: Theatre Studies, Media
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Music: Soundtrack and performance

“Art is how we decorate space, music is how we decorate time”. Film and soundtracks combine sound,
music, visual art, movement and story in the same time and space. This subject gives you an opportunity
to discover how composers and music directors use music to affect the action on screen in a film.
Students will explore existing soundtracks and learn some of the iconic music of the film-music cannon.

Foley is the art of sound effects that have been used across the ages not only in film, but also in theatre
and radio. Students will create their own foley effects and discover the unsuspecting tricks of the
masters. Suspenseful film music uses compositional devices that are skilfully chosen to heighten the
visuals on screen and create that memorable spine-tingling moment in a narrative. Students will create
their own soundtrack using Adobe Premier Pro and recording sound in a digital audio workstation. These
individual soundtracks will come together in an exercise of creative collaboration to form a complete
soundtrack, ready for a live presentation. A film festival presentation is the final outcome for this unit.
Students will work as members of a performance ensemble and a tech crew to prepare a live concert and
witness their soundtrack come to life in a screening of their film with an original, recorded soundtrack.

Through embarking on the creative project of soundtrack production and concert performances, students
discover skills that are important for successful collaboration. Each person contributes unique skills and
ideas and learns to use their God given gifts to support one another. The Bible compares this to a body
with many parts working together for one purpose. In the same way, musicians, performers, composers,
film editors, music directors, and concert producers all play different roles that help create a successful
final product. “For just as each of us has one body with many members... so in Christ we, though many,
form one body.” — Romans 12:4-5

Leads to further studies in...
VCE: Media and VET: Music (Performance), Music (Sound Production)

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY ELECTIVES

Food: Plate of the Nation

Your Wednesday night kebab. Sunday lamb roast. Pho on a cold night. Every plate has a story, and
Australia's plate tells one of the most interesting ones on the planet.

In this elective you'll trace the Australian table through three big questions: Where did it begin? How did
it change? And where is it going next? Along the way we'll consider how God has created a world rich in
diversity - landscapes, cultures, and communities - shaping the way people live, eat, and connect. Given
Australia’s incredible food abundance, both in quality and quantity, students will be encouraged to
develop attitudes of gratitude for God’s rich blessings.

We start with the food culture of Australia's First Nations peoples, one of the oldest continuous food
traditions on Earth, exploring Indigenous knowledge of Country, native ingredients, and the deep
relationship between people, land, and food. We then move into the migration story: how ltalian, Greek,
Vietnamese, Lebanese, Sudanese and other cuisines have reshaped what "Australian food" means.

Finally, we ask the big one, what will Australians be eating in 2050, and who gets to decide? Lab-grown
meat? Three course dinner printed at home? Vertical gardens? Students will investigate how our food
reflects our values, our responsibilities toward others, and the kind of future we're called to help build.
This isn't just theory on a page, you'll be in the kitchen too, cooking dishes that bring each chapter of
Australia's food story to life.

Additional costs: $110 per student for Barista training course (pending curriculum approval).
Transportation and food purchased at student expense on excursions.

Leads to further studies in...

VET: Hospitality
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Food: Patisserie and Baking

Welcome to the exciting world of patisserie and baking! In this course, through both practical and theory
classes, students will delve into the art and science behind creating a variety of delicious treats.

They will consider how creativity in the kitchen can be used to bring joy to others and build community
around the table, remembering that “each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve
others” (1 Peter 4:10). Students will be encouraged to approach their practical work with patience,
excellence and integrity, using their skills to serve people well and honour God in the way they work.

Throughout the semester, students will explore simple yet delectable recipes that will introduce them to
the fundamental techniques of mixing, kneading, piping, and decorating. From breads and cakes to
pastries and desserts, students will have the opportunity to create classic baked goods that are sure to
impress family and friends.

However, this course is not just about following recipes and creating beautiful treats. It’s also about
exploring the science behind baking and understanding the ingredients and processes that make baking
such a magical experience. Students will learn about the functional properties of ingredients, how they
interact with each other, how temperature affects baking outcomes, and why certain techniques are
crucial for success in the kitchen.

Whether you’re a budding pastry chef looking to expand your baking skills or just someone who loves to
bake for fun, this course will provide you with a solid foundation for your culinary journey. Get ready to
have fun, unleash your inner baker, and let your creativity shine in the kitchen.

Additional costs: Transportation and food purchased at student expense on excursions.

Leads to further studies in...
VET: Hospitality

Digital IT: PC Building, Hardware and Maintenance

Ever wanted to build a computer from scratch? In this course you do exactly that — hands on, from
components to a working machine. You will also learn how to diagnose faults, upgrade systems, and set
up networks, giving you skills that are genuinely useful for life.

Students work through the complete lifecycle of a computer: selecting components, assembling
hardware, installing operating systems, configuring networks, and troubleshooting faults. The course is
built around our ReBuild Lab, where students build and refurbish real machines that are then donated to
community organisations — so your work has a direct impact beyond the classroom.

No prior experience is required. You simply need a willingness to roll up your sleeves and engage with
real equipment. The Apostle Paul wrote, "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for
the Lord, not for human masters" (Colossians 3:23) — and that is exactly the spirit we bring to this course.
Students leave with a CompTIA-aligned skill set and a portfolio of documented builds and repairs.

Picture yourself in a career where you are the person people call when things break — IT Support
Technician, Network Administrator, Systems Engineer, Hardware Technician, or Computer Repair
Specialist. These roles are always in demand, with average salaries well above AUD 80,000 per year. So,
come on, PVCC students — crack open a case, build something real, and let's get to work!

Additional costs: Transportation and food purchased at student expense on excursions.

Leads to further studies in...
VCE: Applied Computing
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Digital IT: Cybersecurity, Hacking and Digital Forensics

What if you could think like a hacker — and use that knowledge to protect people? In this course, that is
exactly what you learn to do. From social engineering and network scanning to digital forensics and
incident response, every lesson is hands-on and grounded in real cyber scenarios.

This is one of the fastest-growing career fields in Australia and globally. The skills you develop here are
directly applicable to VCE, tertiary study, and employment in cybersecurity, law enforcement digital units,
and IT infrastructure roles.

You will learn how networks operate and how attackers exploit them. You will practise ethical hacking
techniques including reconnaissance, scanning, and enumeration. You will explore password security,
cryptography fundamentals, and encryption principles. You will conduct digital forensics — recovering
and analysing evidence from devices. You will develop awareness of social engineering and phishing, and
you will understand the legal and ethical responsibilities of security professionals under Australian law.

The Apostle Paul put it simply: "Do not be overcome by evil but overcome evil with good" (Romans
12:21). That is the heart of this course — understanding the threats that exist in the digital world so that
you are equipped to stand against them with skill, integrity, and confidence.

Picture yourself as a Cybersecurity Analyst, Ethical Hacker, Digital Forensics Investigator, Network
Security Engineer, or Incident Responder. These are some of the most in-demand roles in the country. So,
PVCC students — are you ready to fight back? Enrol today and let's get to work.

Leads to further studies in...
VCE: Applied Computing

Wood: Chaircraft for Timber Masters

This project provides students with the opportunity to develop creativity, craftsmanship, perseverance,
and responsibility through the design and construction of an Adirondack chair. From a biblical
perspective, practical work and skilled craftsmanship are valuable expressions of God-given abilities and
stewardship.

In the Bible, work is presented as meaningful and purposeful. God Himself is described as a creator, and
humans are called to use their talents and skills wisely and creatively. Students are encouraged to
approach this project with diligence, patience, and pride in producing quality work that serves a practical
purpose for others.

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord...” Colossians 3:23

The process of planning, measuring, problem-solving, and constructing the chair reflects the importance
of wisdom, preparation, and perseverance. Students learn that mistakes and challenges are a normal part
of growth and that resilience and thoughtful problem-solving are important life skills.

The choice between sustainable pine and hardwood also encourages students to think carefully about
stewardship of resources and caring for creation. Students are challenged to consider the environmental
impact of materials and the importance of using resources responsibly.

“The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it...” Psalm 24:1

As students personalise and improve their chair designs, they are encouraged to use creativity in ways
that are constructive, purposeful, and respectful of others. The project also promotes serving family and
community by creating furniture that can be enjoyed by others in homes and outdoor spaces.

Leads to further studies in...
VCE: Product Design and Technologies
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CHRISTIAN LIFE STUDIES ELECTIVE

Living to Make a Difference

You have been created for a purpose. This subject invites students to explore how they can intentionally
use the life God has given them to make a difference - both in their local communities and around the
world.

Central to this course is discovering how we can join in God’s mission of reconciliation and restoration.
Through the life and teaching of Jesus, we examine how God shapes ordinary people to live with purpose,
compassion, and courage. Students will also engage with the stories of individuals and communities who
have made a meaningful impact, asking what motivates lasting change.

Throughout the semester, students will reflect on their own gifts and calling, build confidence in
leadership, and develop practical skills to work collaboratively on projects inspired by justice, kindness,
and service.

This subject is particularly valuable for students’ considering participation in the Year 10 Mission
Awareness Trips, as it provides a strong foundation for understanding mission, service, and cross-cultural
engagement. It is highly recommended as preparation for that experience.

Leads to further studies in...
VCE: Psychology, Text and Tradition, VET: Gravitate and preparation for Y10 Mission Awareness Trips

LANGUAGES ELECTIVES

English Literature: Banned Books

Stories are vehicles to challenge and change our thinking. God makes himself known to humanity through
the vehicle of story. Through their ability to engage us, transport us and build our capacity for empathy,
we can find ourselves looking at the world through different eyes after reading. This is the power that
story tellers wield. Throughout history, remarkable books have confronted our very humanity. Some of
these have been banned. Without books, our world would be a poorer place.

This subject focuses on the power of literature to challenge misconceptions, create new ways of thinking
and build culture. Students will read a range of stories and explore the impact their authors have had on
civilisation, faith and thinking. Texts include novels, Bible excerpts, short stories, poetry and drama.

This subject invites students to read widely and think critically. Students will be expected to prepare for
class through their own reading and to arrive ready to participate in discussion. Debating interpretations,
wondering, examining and listening are key elements of the Literature classroom. Likewise weekly writing
to develop one’s creative and analytical writing skills is a key aspect of the practice of Literature. Students
will be exposed to a range of different perspectives when reading text and begin to develop analytical
skills in the close study of language used, as required by VCE Literature.

Additional costs: Purchase of two novels

Leads to further studies in...
VCE Literature, English

2027 Year 9 & 10 Elective Handbook 23
Version 1.1 | 04 August 2026



Italian: Year 9 (whole year)*

God has created a diverse world filled with languages and cultures, inviting us to understand and value
others. In Year 9 Italian, students build on their foundational language skills as they develop confidence in
speaking, listening, reading, and writing. They expand their vocabulary and understanding of grammatical
structures to communicate about familiar topics such as daily life, school, family, food, and leisure.
Students engage with a range of texts and cultural materials, gaining insight into contemporary Italian life
and traditions while strengthening their ability to express ideas and opinions in Italian.

Students are encouraged to see language learning as part of God’s calling to be attentive listeners and
thoughtful communicators, using their words to encourage others and build up community. As they
explore another culture, they are invited to reflect on the richness of God’s creation and the value of
understanding perspectives beyond their own. This subject supports students to grow in linguistic ability
while also developing gratitude, awareness of others, and a sense of responsibility in how they
communicate.

Leads to further studies in...

Students wanting to continue taking Italian in Year 10 should select this elective to prepare them for
continuing Italian studies at VCE.

*NOTE: This subject fulfills the requirements for Humanities in Year 9

Italian: Year 10 (whole year)

In Year 10 Italian, students continue to develop and refine their language skills as they prepare for further
study. They refine more complex grammatical structures and broaden their vocabulary to communicate
with increasing accuracy and fluency across a range of topics, including travel, social issues, future plans,
and cultural perspectives. Through authentic texts and media, students deepen their understanding of
Italian culture and strengthen their ability to interpret, analyse, and respond in Italian with confidence.

Students are encouraged to recognise that language can be a means of serving others, fostering
understanding, and contributing positively to community life as God’s people. They are challenged to
consider how their communication reflects character, integrity, and care for others in both spoken and
written forms. This course supports students to develop not only their linguistic competence but also
their sense of purpose in using language to engage meaningfully with the world around them.

This elective is only available to Year 10 students who studied at least 1 semester of Italian in Year 9.
Students wanting to continue taking Italian in VCE should select this elective.

Leads to further studies in...

VCE: ltalian
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SCIENCE ELECTIVE

Sustainable Earth

From the very beginning, God entrusted humanity with the care of His creation. In Genesis, we are called
to “tend and keep” the garden — a calling that continues today. Yet Australia’s status as a world leader in
extinction reveals a profound failure of stewardship. This is not only an environmental issue, but a
spiritual one, calling Christians to respond. Sustainable Earth is an invitation to do just that.

As people transformed by the Gospel, we are called to participate in Christ’s work of redemption — a
work that extends to all of creation. Romans 8 reminds us that creation itself is waiting for renewal. In
this subject, students will develop a deep, personal understanding of Australia’s unique wildlife,
recognising that we protect what we love and love what we know. Through encounters with native
species, study of local ecosystems, and exploration of biodiversity, students build both knowledge and
empathy for the natural world.

Science provides real hope. Nature is resilient, and we now have the knowledge and tools to slow or even
reverse environmental damage. Students will engage with contemporary research on biodiversity loss,
environmental tipping points, and what is required for a flourishing planet.

More than building scientific understanding, this subject also shapes character. Students are invited to
confront the consequences of environmental mismanagement and to imagine a better way of living in
relationship with the land. As a school community, we believe the next generation of Christians should
lead this work joyfully, as an expression of their identity in Christ. Sustainable Earth is science in service of
the Creator, and students in service of His world.

Leads to further studies in...

VCE: Environmental Science, Biology

HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION ELECTIVES

Health: Promotion and Nutrition

What we eat shapes who we are. From the very beginning, food has carried meaning. God provided for
humanity through the abundance of creation and Scripture reminds us that our bodies are temples,
worthy of care and attention. In a world increasingly shaped by fast food, fad diets and conflicting health
messages, knowing how to nourish ourselves is both a practical skill and an act of faithful stewardship.

This subject explores the role of nutrition in building and maintaining health and reducing the risk of
lifestyle diseases such as cardiovascular disease, type 2 diabetes and cancer. Students will investigate the
major food groups and the key nutrients they provide, examining their sources, their functions, and their
place in a genuinely healthy diet. Drawing on the Australian Dietary Guidelines and the Australian Guide
to Healthy Eating, students will evaluate common foods, interrogate health claims, and consider the
social, cultural and economic forces that shape what we eat.

Students will also examine how the food industry and media influence the eating habits of young
Australians, developing the critical thinking skills needed to navigate these pressures. The subject
concludes with students investigating real-world health promotion campaigns before designing their own
campaign targeting healthy eating among youth. Students will be expected to engage actively in
discussion, think critically about evidence, and apply their learning to their own lives. This subject is for
students who want to understand not just what to eat but why it matters.

Leads to further studies in...

VCE Health and Human Development
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Physical Education: Fitness and Training

The human body is an extraordinary machine. Designed with breathtaking complexity, it adapts,
strengthens and recovers in response to the demands we place upon it. Scripture reminds us that we are
fearfully and wonderfully made, and this subject invites students to take that truth seriously, exploring
what it means to steward physical health with intention and understanding.

This subject draws on key VCE Physical Education concepts to give students a rigorous foundation in the
science of fitness and training. Students will investigate energy systems, training principles, fitness
components and a range of training methods, developing the knowledge needed to understand how and
why the body responds to exercise. Students will apply this understanding directly, designing,
implementing and reflecting on their own personalised training programs built around current physical
activity and sedentary behaviour guidelines.

Fitness testing will be used to establish baselines, track progress and evaluate the effectiveness of
training decisions. Students will learn to interpret data, adjust their programs in response to evidence,
and think critically about what genuine physical wellbeing looks like, moving beyond appearance and
performance to consider long-term health.

This subject is also a community. Students will have regular opportunities to lead, collaborate and
compete alongside their peers across a range of physical activities, developing the personal and social
skills that sport and movement uniquely build. This subject is for students who want to understand their
bodies, train with purpose, and grow in their capacity to care for themselves and others.

Leads to further studies in...

VCE Physical Education

UNIQUE ELECTIVES

Leadership: Lead the Way

Are you ready to grow, challenge yourself, and lead with purpose?

At the heart of this elective is an exploration of what it means to lead in a way that reflects the character
of Christ. Godly leadership is not about power, popularity, or status—it is about serving others with
humility, wisdom, courage, and love. Jesus modelled leadership through service, compassion, integrity,
and sacrifice, showing that great leaders seek the good of others and lead by example.

This leadership elective is all about helping you develop the confidence, skills, and mindset to be a
positive influence in any team or community. True leadership isn’t about being in charge—it’s about
listening well, working with others, and stepping up when it counts.

Through a mix of practical experiences like outdoor adventures, team challenges, and personal reflection,
you’ll explore what it means to lead with integrity, courage, and empathy. You’ll build real-world skills like
communication, teamwork, resilience, and problem-solving and have hands-on opportunities to develop
these skills throughout the course.

You'll learn to, Tackle challenges with confidence, Build stronger teams through trust and collaboration,
Lead with purpose, empathy, and initiative, Reflect on your personal growth and leadership potential

By the end of this elective, you'll be equipped with tools to lead in school, in your community, and in life.

This elective with be offered to students by invite only

Benefit of this elective:
Leadership opportunities in VCE and beyond.
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Power Hour Plus: Boost your Learning (Learning support)

Assistance with numeracy, literacy and homework. Please note there is a maximum number of students
who will be allowed to take up this opportunity.

This subject is by invitation only

Benefit of this elective:

Helping you be ready for further studies in any area. This subject is about supporting you to achieve your
best and allow you to focus on your other subjects by providing time to work on them with assistance.

Cognitive Enhancement (arrowsmith)

YOUR brain can be better! Would you like to sustain attention and process information more quickly?
Would you like to increase your understanding of Mathematical concepts and formulas, logical
relationships, and reading with one simple exercise? Would you like to increase your ability to
communicate, participate in discussions and improve your vocabulary?

Achieve and celebrate achievements continually. Did you know that simply by reading clocks and
developing your ability to do so quickly and accurately, MRI imaging has proven that you could see all the
above benefits? You may be surprised what improvements you will make in your learning, thinking and
relating!

Additional costs: $1700 for this intensive program for the semester; $3000 for the year.

Benefit of this elective:

This is about improving your brain so you can more easily understand how this amazing world works and
how all things work together and will be helpful for all other studies.
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