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Foreword 
 
 
Course Creation—an individual process 
 
At PVCC we want you to enjoy rich learning experiences in your daily program at school. These experiences will 
occur in the activities you choose to undertake and will include anything in the areas of sport, debating, music, 
arts, leadership opportunities, as well as your academic program. 
 
It is important to keep in mind that the purpose of your education is to prepare you to be confident, critical 
thinkers who have a passion for learning. Our hope is that you will be clear about your spiritual standing and 
beliefs, able to make considered decisions and choices in the light of an informed Christian worldview, and 
become equipped and empowered to responsibly serve your local and wider community. 
 
A major component in this process is the creation of an academic program from the courses available to you 
through the College as well as other options available to you from outside the College. What should you consider 
in this process? 
 
You need to get informed! 

• Gather information about the VCE courses on offer at PVCC. 
• Consider your strengths as well as your level of interest in the various areas of study available. 
• Think about possible tertiary options that you might follow and establish the prerequisites and other 

requirements for them at the many institutions. 
• Take your mathematics recommendations seriously. 
• Talk to current VCE students about the courses which interest you. 
• Seek advice from relevant staff. 
• If appropriate, think about additional VET offerings from the Northern Melbourne  

VET Cluster. 
 
It is important to invest significant time and energy into this process to ensure that you construct a course that 
will be both challenging, enriching and one to which you will be fully committed.  
 
The College will subsidise the cost of course fees for students who elect to undertake courses via Virtual School 
Victoria, only if the student has selected that course from the final VCE Plenty Valley Christian College grid and 
the course is no longer available due to insufficient numbers. 
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Introduction 
 
This Handbook is an introduction to the Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) and VCAL at PVCC. Parents and 
students have a choice of many schools for the final years of their schooling and we encourage them to think 
through the benefits of the education that is offered at this College. The VCE is a much sought after certificate 
which is recognised around the world and has been adopted by other countries as the course to mark the end 
of secondary schooling. It is a prized reward for diligent study and students need to consider carefully if they are 
ready for the challenge of this course. VCE is not suitable for everyone and students entering the course need 
to determine if they are ‘VCE-ready’ and if it will provide the best pathway for their future. A checklist for "VCE 
Readiness" has been prepared at the end of this handbook. Please conduct a self-analysis and bring the checklist 
with you to your interview. 
 
Perhaps the most demanding aspect of VCE is that it is very student based and teachers act as facilitators of the 
student’s own learning. To this end, prospective VCE students need to be self-motivated and independent 
learners. They need to have a genuine desire to complete this course as much of the work is done outside of the 
classroom and students need the personal discipline and motivation to do this. Some of this work will be 
essential for the student’s learning but may not necessarily be assessed by the teacher so students need the 
maturity to recognise the intrinsic value of all that they are required to do and not be dependent on teachers 
and parents to follow up on their work.  
 
PVCC also offers VCAL, the Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning, which is more suited to students not 
expecting to undertake University studies but rather focussed on a Trade Certificate or TAFE program or moving 
directly into employment. The VCAL certificate may be the most suitable avenue for students to explore their 
particular God-given talents and if this is the case, you should discuss this option at your interview or earlier with 
the Head of Senior School. 
 
The VCE course offered at Plenty Valley Christian College offers a comprehensive range of studies that satisfy 
the pre-requisites for tertiary courses. In view of the intense competition for tertiary selection, students are 
given every assistance to develop responsible work habits and aim to achieve their very best. Even for students 
who do not wish to pursue a tertiary course the range of subjects offered at PVCC means that these students 
can create a course which interests them and inspires them to complete their VCE/VCAL in a manner which 
highlights their talents. Relatively few students are sure of what they wish to do in the future and so it is 
important that students choose subjects which they enjoy and which inspire them to achieve the highest results 
possible. By achieving at their highest level, students are broadening their choices in the future and giving 
themselves the greatest advantage of finding a course or employment which suits their abilities. 
 
Our goal is to develop and maintain a senior culture where students are mutually supportive of each other’s 
learning, and work together to bring the best out of each other. This also presupposes that students will support 
the non-academic programs and commitments of the College. In this way they then become excellent leaders 
and role models for younger students in their endeavours. 
 
It is important that parents and students understand the structure and requirements of the VCE/VCAL as these 
two years have a great influence on the choices students have in their future studies or careers. At PVCC, 
information nights are provided for both parents and students. We publish this Pathways Handbook for students 
as an outline of the course structures and requirements. The organisation with overall responsibility for VCE and 
VCAL curriculum and assessment in Victoria is the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) which 
governs the regulations and assessment of the VCE/VCAL programs in all participating schools. 
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Course and Career Advice 
Studies and Course Advice 
Before making decisions about course composition and balance, students and parents may wish to seek advice 
from relevant staff. Please take careful note of any recommendations stated for entry into specific VCE subjects 
– particularly Mathematics, Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Psychology and Literature. Students are not guaranteed 
entry into any VCE subject of their choosing and selections will be scrutinised on past performance, progress 
and final results. Class size limits apply and students submitting selections late or not showing appropriate 
commitment to their subjects or aspects of their studies may be precluded from certain subjects and required to 
reselect. Subjects will not generally run with less than eight students. 

Career Guidance 
The Careers Advisor can provide information and guidance relating to VCE courses and their pathways to 
employment and tertiary studies. Help with understanding tertiary entrance is also available including 
information on the ATAR (Australian Tertiary Admission Rank), prerequisites and selection procedures. 

VCE  
The VCE Co-ordinator can advise students and parents regarding all aspects of the VCE, course structures and 
requirements as well as special considerations necessary for particular individuals. The VCE Co-ordinator has 
extensive experience and is able to offer a broad range of ideas to help find solutions to course problems. 

VET/VCAL 
The Careers Advisor is the person to speak to about the availability of VET courses within the VCE/VCAL courses 
and can advise students and parents regarding all aspects of the VET/VCAL. Students doing any internal or 
external VET course must see the Careers Advisor to confirm enrolment and complete associated paperwork. 
This is relevant for those VET courses undertaken independently of the College, as part of retail training, for 
example.  

Making Contact 
The Careers Advisor can be contacted by phone as well as email. Students can make appointments directly 
with these people at the College. 
 
Email Address: 
helen.madden@pvcc.vic.edu.au 

Course Selection Interviews 
The formal course information and selection program runs from mid-June, when the students are initially 
addressed regarding course selection, until the final selection forms are due. 
 
During this period, each student will be interviewed by a course counsellor to: check progress, answer questions, 
ensure proper consideration of a wide range of issues is being made and refer queries to appropriate sources. 
Parents are encouraged to attend these interviews with the students. A parent information evening will be held 
before interviews commence. 

Process: 
• Each student will be allocated to a counsellor who will make an appointment for the student and inform 

him/her, of the day, time and place of the appointment as well as what to bring. 
• All appointments will be made at times to suit the counsellor. They will be approximately 20 minutes in 

duration. 
• Follow-up appointments or referrals will be made for students who need to reconcile issues. 

 

mailto:helen.madden@pvcc.vic.edu.au
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VCE Studies and Course Requirements 
 
The VCE is a two year (four semester) course during which students usually complete 20 to 24 semester-length 
units of study. Each unit involves 100 hours of study, of which approximately 50 are provided in formal classroom 
situations. Clearly, a substantial amount of work, both assessed and non-assessed is necessary outside of class 
time. 
 
At Plenty Valley Christian College, students may develop an appropriate course of study from: 

• the extensive set of VCE units offered at Plenty Valley Christian College; 
• one or more VET Courses studied in conjunction with a TAFE institution; 
• a study through Virtual School Victoria; 
• a university subject (in Year 12, as a sixth study); 

 
 Important Note: Except under exceptional circumstances 

PVCC Students select: 
     6 studies (12 units) in Year 11 
   followed by: 
     5 studies (10 units) in Year 12  
   making a total of 22 units. 

Satisfactory completion of the VCE 
Over the two years the requirements that students must satisfactorily complete are a minimum of 16 units 
including at least: 
Three units from the English group, two of which must be a Unit 3 and 4 sequence. 
Three unit 3 and 4 sequences in addition to English. 

 
For satisfactory completion of a Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) unit, students must demonstrate their 
achievement of the set of outcomes as specified in the study design. The decision about satisfactory completion 
of outcomes is based on the teacher’s judgment of the student’s overall performance on a combination of set 
work and assessment tools related to the outcomes. Students should be provided with multiple opportunities 
to develop and demonstrate the key knowledge and key skills required for the outcomes for the unit. 

The student receives an S for a unit if the teacher determines that the following requirements are achieved. 
A student must: 

• Meet the attendance requirement of 90% 
• Produce work that demonstrates achievement of the outcomes 
• Submit work that is clearly their own 
• Complete work on or by the due date 
• Observe the rules of the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) and the school. 

(School rules may include, for example, attendance or submission of work policies). 
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Attendance 

All VCE units involve at least 50 hours of scheduled classroom instruction. A student needs to attend sufficient 
class time to complete work. PVCC has set a 90% attendance rate and any non-school related/approved 
absences need to be accounted for with a medical certificate or other appropriate documentation once 
students fall below this rate. 

If a student has a doctor’s certificate, this absence will be recorded as an explained absence and they will not 
be penalised. The teacher is responsible for ensuring their attendance records are accurate. Students are 
required to attend 90% of their scheduled classes to receive an ‘S’ for the unit (exceptional circumstances will 
be considered on a case-by-case basis in consultation with the VCE co-ordinator). 

If a student has satisfactorily completed the work but has not met the 90% attendance requirement, and the 
school therefore wishes to assign an N to the unit, the school must assign an N for one or more outcomes. The 
student must have received an N warning notification via SEQTA at least 4 term weeks prior to being awarded 
the N. This is to enable the student the opportunity to attend extra classes and improve their attendance. 

At the end of each term, teachers are asked to notify the VCE co-ordinator of students whose attendance is 
below 90%. The VCE co-ordinator will be responsible for following up students at risk. There are additional 
requirements that relate to absences for School based assessments. 

Conditions for school-based assessments 
Most school-based assessment should be completed in class in a limited time frame under test conditions. 
Students must be made aware (in writing) of the conditions of the task and exactly what they will need to 
know for the task, at least 2 weeks prior to completing the task. A semester SAC cover sheet is provided in 
the appendix section of this handbook. 

Normal test conditions mean that; 

• Students are not permitted to have access to any materials or notes during the task that are not 
approved by the teacher. 

• The supervising teacher is always present and actively supervising in the classroom. 
• Students are required to separate away from other students in the classroom by sitting at 

individual desks. 
• Students are given a specific timeframe to complete their task. 
• The questions are not seen by students until they commence the task. 
• Students are not permitted to have access any unapproved technology (including mobile phone). 
• Students are not permitted to interact or communicate with other students while completing the 

task 
 

Work completed outside of class 

Most work for the assessment of unit outcomes and School-assessed Coursework will be completed in class; 
however, this does not preclude normal teacher expectations for students to complete research and learning 
activities that contribute to them gaining the key knowledge and key skills outside of class time. 
A task for the assessment of unit outcomes may require preliminary preparation and activities associated 
with the task, for example, gathering necessary research data. The amount of work to be completed as 
homework is decided by the study teacher, taking into account the nature, scope and purpose of the task. 
Students should be advised just prior to beginning the task that some information or data may be collected 
outside the classroom. 
For School-assessed Coursework undertaken outside class time, teachers must monitor and record each 
student’s progress through to completion. This requires regular sightings of the work by the teacher and the 
keeping of records in the Authentication Record for School-based Assessment form. 

 

A significant amount of class time should be spent on the task so that the teacher is familiar with each 
student’s work in progress and can regularly monitor and discuss aspects of the work with each student. 
 
 



8 
Work that is not completed under test conditions 

 
In some subjects it may be appropriate for the students to undertake a task that is not completed under test 
conditions such as a research task or visual presentation. In this case the teacher will take appropriate steps 
to ensure that they can authenticate the students work. 

 
Drafting 
Teachers are not required to formally sight drafts or to record their completion unless it is for 
authentication purposes. Drafting can remain a part of a teaching and learning strategy, and students may 
do preliminary drafting; however, drafts are not to be submitted to the teacher for the purpose of getting 
feedback on an incomplete task that will contribute to the total School-assessed Coursework score 

Homework 
It is recommended the students are expected to complete up to 4 hours of homework per week for each VCE 
subject. This should include scheduled homework tasks and suitable revision. 

 

Teachers will keep a record of students not completing homework and notify parents via “Homework” under 
parent communication on SEQTA or through after school detentions depending on the situation. 
 

Homework and class work may be used as evidence of satisfactory completion. As such, it is a vital part of your 
VCE studies. 

Redeeming outcomes 
If, in the judgment of the teacher, work submitted by a student does not meet the required standard for 
satisfactory completion, the teacher may consider other work relating to outcomes undertaken and 
submitted by the student for the unit. 
This work may include class work, homework, additional tasks or discussions with the student that 
demonstrate their understanding of the outcome. The school may decide to delay the decision about 
satisfactory completion to allow a student to complete or submit further work. 
If the student is required to re-sit the task of part of the task to redeem the outcome, then the parents should 
be notified via SEQTA and the student should complete this task in the next SAC re-sit session. (Typically 
Monday and Thursday afternoons). 

 

In line with guidelines set by the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority, if a student is absent on the 
day of a SAC (School Assessed Coursework) they must complete the special consideration to sit missed SAC 
form. If the students wishes to have their SAC graded they must provide a school approved reason for the 
absence or must apply, with evidence for special consideration to have the SAC re-scheduled in the next 
afterschool re-sit session (typically on Mondays and Thursdays from 3.30 -5pm).    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

A student may only submit further evidence, or resubmit a School-based Assessment for reconsideration, to 
redeem an S for the outcome. Students may not resubmit to improve a School- based Assessment score. 
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Missed School Assessed Coursework (SAC) Procedure 
The following procedure applies to students who are absent on the day of a School Assessed Coursework (SAC).  

Examples of school-approved reasons could include, however, are not limited to; school excursions, inter-
school sporting event or commitments with external providers such as VSV or VET. 

Examples of personal circumstances where students may apply for special consideration may include, but are 
not limited to; serious illness of themselves, having missed school (for at least a week) prior to the SAC due to 
illness or death of an immediate family member. These absences will need to be verified with evidence such 
as a statement from a relevant professional.      

It is strongly advised that students notify the relevant teacher prior to the absence if possible  

Examples of reasons for missing a SAC where special consideration is unlikely to be granted include family 
holiday, mild illness, drivers licence testing, tired, or an appointment that could be scheduled another time.  

If a student does not provide the appropriate evidence via the special consideration to sit missed SAC form 
within 2 days of the absence or have a school-approved reason and misses a SAC, they will receive NA for the 
scored assessment.  They will still be required to complete the SAC in the next afterschool re-sit session, as it 
will be used to demonstrate if the student has achieved the outcome for that subject. The only exception to 
this is if the student has applied in writing to the VCE co-ordinator for special consideration to sit the SAC at an 
alternative time. If the application is made prior to the official SAC date in writing, the VCE co-ordinator (under 
exceptional circumstances) may allow the student to sit the SAC at an alternative time.  

Students are provided with one opportunity to re-sit the SAC, if they fail to attend the re-sit without an 
approved reason, then an NA will be recorded. They may be able to provide other evidence to gain the S. If 
they fail to attend the resit for an approved reason they must again complete the special consideration to sit 
missed SAC form to apply for approval (unless the reason is the same ongoing reason from the original 
application)  

In the event of a missing school for a period of time for an approved reason or illness but is present on the 
day of the sac, they can apply to do the SAC at a later date in a SAC re-sit session providing the following 
conditions are met. 

- The extension is applied for prior to the day of the SAC 
- The original absence was a school approved absence or they have completed the Special 

Consideration to sit missed SAC form. 
- That their absence involved them missing a significant amount of class time (one full school week) 

and that missing the content covered in class is likely to impact negatively on their result. 
 

These applications should be made in writing to the VCE Co-ordinator. 

  Assessment 
Unit 1 and 2 studies will be assessed by the College and reported on the VCE Certificate as S or N (satisfactory 
or not satisfactory) based on the satisfactory completion of all Learning Outcomes as set out in the study design 
for each unit. Plenty Valley Christian College also issue a Year 11 report, which gives school-determined grades 
(A+ to E) and/or descriptive statements of levels of performance. 
 
Unit 3 and 4 studies will also be assessed ‘S’ or ‘N’ on the basis of the satisfactory unit completion of all Learning 
Outcomes. All unit 3 and 4 studies are assessed by VCAA examinations as well as with a range of school-
assessed coursework which is statistically moderated by VCAA. The final ATAR score is based on both the 
internally assessed coursework and the external examinations so a high level of commitment is required for all 
tasks. 
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Authentication 
Students must observe and apply rules for the authentication of School-based Assessment. Students 
must sign an authentication record for work done outside class when they submit the completed task. 
These are the VCAA authentication rules: 

• A student must ensure that all unacknowledged work submitted for assessment is genuinely their  
own. 

• A student must acknowledge all resources used, including: texts, websites and other source material 
the name and status of any person who provided assistance and the type of assistance provided. 

• A student must not receive undue assistance from another person in the preparation and submission 
of work. 

• Acceptable levels of assistance include: the incorporation of ideas or material derived from other 
sources (for example, by reading, viewing or note taking), but which have been transformed by the 
student and used in a new context prompting and general advice from another person or source, which 
leads to refinements and/or self-correction. 

• Unacceptable forms of assistance include: use of, or copying, another person’s work or other resources 
without acknowledgement corrections or improvements made or dictated by another person. 

• A student must not submit the same piece of work for assessment in more than one study, or more 
than once within a study. 

• A student must not circulate or publish written work that is being submitted for assessment in a 
study in the academic year of enrolment. 

• A student must not knowingly assist another student in a breach of rules. 

  Special Provision 
The underlying principle of the VCAA Special Provision Policy is to ensure that the most appropriate, fair and 
reasonable options are available for students to demonstrate their capabilities if their learning and assessment 
programs are affected by disability, illness, impairment or other circumstances. Special Provision should 
provide equivalent, alternative arrangements for students, but not confer an advantage to any student over 
other students. 

Expectations 
At Plenty Valley Christian College, VCE students are expected to behave as young adults and take responsibility 
for their behaviour and organisation. 
 
Students are responsible for following VCE rules and regulations as published in the PVCC VCE/VCAL Handbook. 
This includes knowledge of issues related to satisfactory completion, attendance, due dates and 
authentication. 
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VCE Programs at PVCC 
The usual 22 unit program for students at PVCC involves taking six VCE units per semester in Year 11 and five 
VCE units per semester in Year 12. Any deviation from this requires the approval of the VCE Coordinator. 

Year 11s Enrolling in VCE Units 3 & 4 
A student may enrol in a Unit 1 & 2 sequence in Year 10 or a single Unit 3 & 4 sequence in Year 11 if it is clearly 
in his/her best interest to do so. This judgement is made based upon the Year 9 Semester 1 reports of the 
applicant as well as in consultation with relevant teachers. Any student desiring this option needs to be an 
independent learner with a strong academic background who has demonstrated the ability to be well organised, 
self-disciplined and committed. 
 
The key advantages are: 

• Students who complete one Unit 3 & 4 sequence in Year 11 and five Unit 3 & 4 sequences in Year 12 
achieve the maximum number of Unit 3 & 4 sequences allowable for the calculation of the ATAR score 
(six). 

• Students are exposed to the assessment and workload demands of a Unit 3 & 4 sequence in Year 11 giving 
them valuable experience and background for their Year 12 studies. 

 
The key disadvantages are: 

• The increased workload can detract from the Unit 1 & 2 studies being taken concurrently. This can affect 
the preparation for studies which are to be taken in Year 12. The best way to do a strong Year 12 is to 
build upon a strong Year 11! 

• Students will usually perform better in Unit 3 & 4 studies taken in Year 12 rather than in Year 11 due to 
their greater maturity, organisational skills and experience. 

• Taking a Unit 3 & 4 sequence prematurely can adversely affect a student’s confidence to achieve well in 
Year 12. 

 
The Unit 3 & 4 studies available for selection are asterisked in this booklet. 

Note: The placement of any Year 11 student in a Unit 3 & 4 class is subject to an application process that 
assesses the student’s academic suitability, behaviour, timetabling and class size constraints. 

Taking an accelerated subject provides students with an additional Unit 3 & 4 sequence. These students are 
not permitted to have a reduced load in Year 12 (except under exceptional circumstances). 
. 

Sport 
Years 10 and 11 students take part in regular sporting activities. Year 11 is the final year for which this is a 
compulsory part of the senior school program and students must be committed to the sporting program. 
 
Interschool team sport will run in the EISM (Eastern Independent Schools Melbourne) competition on 
Wednesday afternoon with Year 11 and a few Year 12 students. There is also a Development Squad for those 
not selected in a competitive sporting team. Sport is a key part of our curriculum to which we commit significant 
resources. 
 

Note: Many of the VET Courses are scheduled for Wednesday afternoons and participation in a VET 
course would be in lieu of sport. 
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VCAL Program at PVCC 
The College has been licensed to offer VCAA’s VCAL program as an alternative program for senior students. The 
VCAL (Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning) gives you practical work-related experience, as well as literacy 
and numeracy skills and the opportunity to build personal skills that are important for life and work. Like the 
Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) the VCAL is a recognised senior secondary qualification. Students who 
do the VCAL are likely to be interested in going on to training at a Technical and Further Education (TAFE) 
institute, starting an apprenticeship, or getting a job after completing school. 
 
The VCAL’s flexibility enables you to undertake a study program that suits your interests and learning needs. 
Fully accredited modules and units are selected for the following four compulsory strands: 

• Literacy and Numeracy Skills 
• Work Related Skills 
• Industry Specific Skills 
• Personal Development Skills. 

 
The Industry Specific Skills Strand is completed by the inclusion of components of a nationally recognised VET 
qualification. Many students at PVCC achieve this through our association with the NMVC (Northern Melbourne 
VET Cluster) Schools Group or by completing a VET subject at the College; VET Sport and Recreation or VET Music 
Technology. 
 
The Work Related Skills Strand is completed via a Structured Work Placement (similar to an extended Work 
Experience Arrangement) or if the student has a school-based apprenticeship/traineeship. Tthese will equally 
satisfy the requirements. Small units and modules that prepare students for the world of work are provided by 
a College teacher to supplement the learning obtained on the job.  
 
The final strand, Personal Development Skills, is provided as a separate subject studied at the College and 
includes participation in activities and/or projects in the community or school that help develop teamwork skills 
and self-confidence.  
 
Students may also continue to undertake individual VCE studies that also contribute to the VCAL Certificate. 
 
Students interested in undertaking the VCAL program at PVCC need to complete the template at the back of this 
booklet and bring it along to their interview. They should also make appointments to see the VCE Co-ordinator, 
the VCAL Co-ordinator or the Careers Advisor regarding their intended program.  
 
The following links provide further information in the form of a Parent Information Sheet and a Video link.   
Parent Information Sheet: http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vcal/englishVCAL.pdf 
Video Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bB8m7t4cJHQ 
 

  

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Documents/vcal/englishVCAL.pdf
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bB8m7t4cJHQ
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Commitments to VCE/VCAL 
Attendance 

Year 10 students are expected to be at the College for the entire school day. 
Year 11 students are expected to be at the College for the entire school day unless they have VET. 
Year 12 students: In Year 12 attendance during non-class time will be determined at the beginning of the school 
year by the VCE Co-ordinator. 
 
All VCE units involve at least 50 hours of scheduled classroom instruction. A student needs to attend sufficient 
class time to complete work. PVCC has set a 90% attendance rate and any non-school related/approved absences 
need to be accounted for with a medical certificate or other appropriate documentation once students fall below 
this rate. 
 
All subject classes, morning homegroups, general periods and study periods must be attended to maintain at 
least a 90% attendance record to satisfy VCE requirements for Year 11 and 12 students. Students failing to have 
a minimum of 90% attendance, will have to make up the time, after hours, on a day decided by the Head of 
Senior School. 
 
Students in Year 11 and 12, doing a VET course off-site, will be able to leave the College at the indicated time on 
their VET pass-out cards. 

Absences 
There are strict requirements about the attendance and absences should be kept to a minimum. If a student is 
sick they should obtain a doctor’s certificate so as to reduce the number of penalty absences. Students who are 
to be absent on the day of a SAC or any other form of assessment, MUST complete the “Special Consideration 
to sit missed SAC” form in SEQTA in order to apply to re-sit the assessment. The student must notify the teacher 
concerned BEFORE the SAC and then provide the certificate upon return to school. 

Study Periods 
All students studying VCE are provided with Study Periods because almost half of the work completed is done 
outside of timetabled classes. This requires a great deal of self-discipline and maturity and students need to 
realise that effective use of this time is their responsibility. 
 
Year 11 Students – work silently in the Year 11 Common Room (Room 81) 
Year 12 Students – work silently in the Year 12 Common Room (Room 82) 
 
Other study locations include, the Library, VCE Tutorial Room and the computers in the foyer areas upstairs. 
Each of these may be occupied and so study in these areas may need to be pre-arranged. In all situations, 
students will be removed if disruption or poor study habits are occurring.  

Behaviour 
As College leaders there is an expectation that the behaviour of our senior students will be excellent and that 
they will be worthy role models for younger students. VCE teachers take on the role of facilitators rather than 
educators and they need to develop a close working partnership with their students. This essential relationship 
can be seriously damaged if teachers need to enter into conflict with students over behaviour that should not 
occur. Furthermore we feel it is our responsibility to send our students out into the workplace and wider 
community with impeccable manners, respect for authority and a generosity of spirit which allow them to work 
well with others. The manner in which students address their peers and teachers, the way they behave in public 
and their wearing of the College uniform should be respectful and responsible. 
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Uniform 
The College uniform needs to be worn with pride and according to the rules specified in the Student Diary. 
Breaking even seemingly minor uniform regulations in the name of individuality is immature and unacceptable. 
Senior students should have the maturity and depth of character to show their individuality in positive ways 
through their successes, leadership and in what they give to our community. VCE students arriving at class not 
compliant with the uniform policy will be asked to leave and rectify the situation immediately and if they cannot 
achieve this within 10 minutes, an absence will be recorded against their attendance record. VCE students 
receiving more than one uniform infringement may also be asked to go home immediately and, again, their 
absence will be recorded against their VCE Record of Attendance. 

Alternative Programs to add to VCE/VCAL 
 
In the attempt to provide a broader curriculum that the College can offer on campus, we allow, by negotiation, 
students to enrol in educational opportunities from external providers. When this is deemed appropriate for the 
student, it is to be understood that the costs incurred for the external program must be covered, in full, by the 
family of the student concerned. The only exception to this general position is, if the College had intended to 
offer a course but ended up not being able to, the College may choose to subsidise  
the cost of this external course in some way. 
 
Students who wish to enrol in External Studies are to complete an application form available from the VET 
Coordinator. 
 
External courses available are: 

VET Programs 
Students may include certain certificate courses as part of their VCE under the VET (Vocational Education and 
Training) umbrella. Depending on specific courses these programs contribute to the VCE in one of three ways. 
Students obtain either a block credit (contributing to the number of units completed only), a unit 3 & 4 study 
score contributing to the ATAR or a 10% increment contribution to the ATAR. 
 
VCE students at PVCC will have access to a wide range of VET programs provided through our membership in 
the Northern Melbourne VET Cluster. The NMVC is a consortium of secondary schools that have joined forces 
to improve the provision of VET programs throughout our region. To participate in these programs students will 
need to attend classes at the host school where the program is offered. In almost all cases this will be on 
Wednesday afternoons. Students must convince the College that this contributes to their chosen pathway and 
that they can cope with the disruption to their program that may occur back at the College.  
 
The NMVC Handbook which provides information about each of the programs offered will be distributed to 
interested students when available. The Handbook requires an NMVC Application form to be returned to the 
Careers Advisor at PVCC for endorsement. A PVCC External Studies Application Form must also be completed 
with the NMVC application. Students wishing to apply for VET programs offered through the NMVC will need 
to indicate this on their PVCC Program Proposal. 
 
Parents will be asked to pay the associated RTO provider fees plus any other expenses attached to the course. If 
the College receives funding from any source to subsidise the cost of any approved course, the funding may be 
passed on to parents via fee reimbursement. 
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University Subjects 
It is possible for talented students to undertake a first year university subject. These subjects can be credited 
towards a student’s ATAR as a sixth incremental VCE subject. Students must make application directly to the 
university on the correct forms at the end of Year 11. They must be very strong academically across the board 
and must also be completing the appropriate Unit 3 & 4 subject. For example, if a student studies first year 
Biology at Melbourne University, they must also be studying Unit 3 & 4 Biology. Acceptance into any university 
subject is at the discretion of the university. These subjects are not taught at the PVCC campus. Parents will be 
asked to pay the associated fees plus any other expenses attached to the course. 
 

Virtual Schools Victoria 
 
Virtual Schools Victoria gives students an opportunity to enrol in a VCE subject that is not on offer at the College. 
Students who are enrolled at PVCC must enrol through us as their home school. Parents will be asked to pay the 
associated fees which will be added to their regular College fees unless the College decides (due to a lack of 
numbers) not to run a class that a student is enrolled in. The College may, at its discretion, offer tutorial support 
to students undertaking Virtual Schools Victoria Subjects but generally, it is the responsibility of the student 
to keep abreast of course material through the Virtual Schools Victoria Unit and obtain external support if 
required. 
 
A B-average is required for a student to enrol in a subject through Virtual School Victoria. 
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Looking Beyond Secondary School 
 
There are four main constructive post-school options: 

• University studies 
• TAFE courses 
• Bible Colleges / Ministry Training 
• Employment 

 
It is important to consider your goals and preferences from these options when constructing your VCE course. 

University Studies 
To gain entrance to universities the applicant must normally satisfy 

1. the general entrance requirements: 
• satisfactory completion of the VCE, 
• satisfactory completion of Units 3 and 4 of English; 

2. specific course requirements: 
• pre-requisites studies usually at level 3 and 4, but sometimes at level 1 and 2, are specified in many 

courses. 
 

The list of courses available and their pre-requisites will be available (from July) through the VICTER 2019 link 
(Victorian Tertiary Entrance Requirements 2019) on the VTAC website, (Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre).  
 
Course applications are made through VTAC (Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre) during Year 12. 

TAFE Courses 
Accredited vocational courses in TAFE colleges are: 

• Apprenticeships: no formal level of education stated, but employers prefer Year 11 or 12 for most 
positions 

• Certificates—some post-Year 11, some post-Year 12 
• Diplomas and Advanced Diplomas —post-Year 12 
• Traineeships and other programs are also conducted in TAFE colleges 
 

The application procedures for TAFE vary between colleges, and sometimes between courses. For post-Year 12 
courses application is made through VTAC. Information needs to be obtained from individual colleges or by 
visiting the Vocational Orientation Centre (Abbotsford). 

Bible College / Ministry Training 
There are many Bible Colleges, Church programs and Theological training organisations that students leaving 
PVCC may be interested in attending and so wish to investigate. Some of these offer short courses for Christian 
students finishing school as well as certificate, diploma and degree courses. Please see the Careers Advisor for 
assistance with your research into these areas. 

Employment 
Students have been made aware of the issues related to seeking employment through their studies in Year 10, 
and should have been seriously considering career options for themselves. 
 
The Job Guide provides valuable information. Places such as: Centrelink; Youth Access Centres; The Careers 
Reference Centre (Abbotsford) are further resources. 
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2020 VCE Studies List 
Applied Computing  1 – 4  * 
Biology  1 – 4 (To be updated 2022)  
Business Management  1 – 4  * 
Chemistry 1 – 4 
Drama  1 – 4 
Economics 1 - 4   
English  1 – 4   
English Language 1 - 4 
Environmental Science 1 – 4 (To be updated 2022) 
Food Studies  1 – 4 
French 1 - 4     
Geography  1 – 4  * 
Health and Human Development  1 – 4  * 
History 1 – 4  
Legal Studies  1 – 4  * 
Literature  1 – 4  
Mathematics  1 – 4  
Media Studies 1 - 4 
Music / Cert III in Music  3 – 4 * 
Physical Education  1 – 4  * 
Physics  1 – 4  
Product Design and Technology  1 – 4   
Psychology  1 – 4 * 
Studio Arts  1 – 4 * 
Religion and Society 1 - 4   
VET Subjects Available at PVCC 

 

VET Sport and Recreation Cert III (with previous year’s cohort and dependent on class caps) 
VET Music Cert III (with previous year’s cohort and dependent on class caps) 

 
Students with at least a B average may undertake one accelerated subject in Year 11 and 12 via application 
depending on availability. It is not recommended that students undertake Unit 3 and 4 Mathematics, English 
or any of the Sciences (except Psychology) without first completing Units 1 and 2. 
 
These are the subjects that are currently being offered at Plenty Valley Christian College for 2021. Note,  not 
all subjects will run. Final decisions will be made based on students’ interest and staffing. 
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STUDY DESCRIPTIONS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VCE SUBJECT VIDEOS 
 
VCE Subject Videos are available for all students and parents to view when considering which VCE 
subjects to do as part of the subject selection process.  These videos will provide a snapshot of Units 1-4 
of each VCE subject.  This information can be used in conjunction with the VCE Subject Handbook to help 
make an informed decision about choosing VCE subjects. 
 
These videos can be accessed via the Careers Website: 
 

1. Go to : https://careers.pvcc.vic.edu.au 
2. From the Home page – Click on SENIOR SCHOOL 
3. Click on VCE INFORMATION 
4. Click on VCE SUBJECT INFORMATION 
5. Click on each individual VCE subject video to view 

 

https://careers.pvcc.vic.edu.au/
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Applied Computing 

Aims of Subject 
This study enables students to 

• understand how digital systems and solutions can be used by individuals and organisations. 
• develop an understanding of the roles and applications of cybersecurity, data analytics and 

programming. 
• apply the problem-solving methodology to analyse needs and opportunities, design and develop 

solutions to problems and evaluate how effectively solutions meet needs and opportunities. 
• apply project management techniques to assist with the development of digital solutions. 
• develop an informed perspective on current and emerging digital technologies and disseminate findings. 
• identify and evaluate innovative and emerging opportunities for digital solutions and technologies. 
• develop critical and creative thinking, communication and collaboration, and personal, social and ICT 

skills. 

Areas of Study for Each Unit 

UNIT 1 
Applied Computing   
In this unit students are introduced to the stages of the problem-solving 
methodology. Students focus on how data can be used within software tools 
such as databases and spreadsheets to create data visualisations, and the 
use of programming languages to develop working software solutions. 
In Area of Study 1, as an introduction to data analytics, students respond to 
a teacher-provided analysis of requirements and designs to identify and 
collect data in order to present their findings as data visualisations. They 
present work that includes database, spreadsheet and data visualisations 
solutions. In Area of Study 2 students select and use a programming 
language to create a working software solution. Students prepare, 
document and monitor project plans and engage in all stages of the 
problem-solving methodology. 

 UNIT 2 
Applied Computing  
In this unit students focus on developing innovative solutions to 
needs or opportunities that they have identified, and propose 
strategies for reducing security risks to data and information in a 
networked environment. 
In Area of Study 1 students work collaboratively and select a topic 
for further study to create an innovative solution in an area of 
interest. The innovative solution can be presented as a proof of 
concept, a prototype or a product. Students engage in all areas of 
the problem-solving methodology. In Area of Study 2, as an 
introduction to cybersecurity, students investigate networks and 
the threats, vulnerabilities and risks to data and information. They 
propose strategies to protect the data accessed using a network. 
 

UNIT 3 
Software Development  
In this unit students apply the problem-solving methodology to develop 
working software modules using a programming language. Students 
develop an understanding of the analysis, design and development stages 
of the problem-solving methodology.  
In Area of Study 1 students respond to teacher-provided solution 
requirements and designs and develop a set of working modules through 
the use of a programming language. Students examine a simple software 
requirements specification and a range of software design tools in order to 
apply specific processing features of a programming language to create 
working modules. In Area of Study 2 students analyse a need or opportunity, 
select an appropriate development model, prepare a project plan, develop 
a software requirements specification and design a software solution. Area 
of Study 2 forms the first part of the School-assessed Task (SAT) that is 
completed in Unit 4, Area of Study 1. 
 

 UNIT 4 
Software Development 
In this unit students focus on how the information needs of 
individuals and organisations are met through the creation of 
software solutions. They consider the risks to software and data 
during the software development process, as well as throughout 
the use of the software solution by an organisation. 
In Area of Study 1 students apply the problem-solving stages of 
development and evaluation to develop their preferred design 
prepared in Unit 3, Area of Study 2, into a software solution and 
evaluate the solution, chosen development model and project 
plan. Area of Study 1 forms the second part of the School-assessed 
Task (SAT). In Area of Study 2 students examine the security 
practices of an organisation and the risks to software and data 
during the development and use of the software solutions. 
Students evaluate the current security practices and develop a risk 
management plan. 
 

 
              Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 

         Unit 3 coursework   25% 
         Unit 4 coursework   25% 
         Written examination  (November) 50% 
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Biology 

Aims of Subject 
Biology is the study of living things from familiar, complex multicellular organisms to single-celled micro-
organisms. It includes the study of the dynamic relationships that exist between living things and their 
environment and the challenges of survival. 
 
Modern biology draws on biochemistry, neuroscience, genetics, evolutionary biology, behavioural science, and 
cell and molecular biology. It connects physics, chemistry, earth and space sciences in exploring the nature of 
past and present life. In studying Biology, students develop knowledge of bioscience and skills of science inquiry 
and the values and attributes that will help them to consider issues and implications associated with the 
application of biological techniques and technologies. 

Recommendation 
It is strongly recommended that students wishing to take this study have achieved a ‘C+’ average or better in 
Science. Students who achieve grades less than this benchmark are not guaranteed enrolment in this subject. 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
How do living things stay alive? 
In this unit students are introduced to some of the challenges to an 
organism in sustaining life. Students examine the cell as the structural 
and functional unit of life, from the single celled to the multicellular 
organism, and the requirements for sustaining cellular processes in 
terms of inputs and outputs. They analyse types of adaptations that 
enhance the organism’s survival in a particular environment and 
consider the role homeostatic mechanisms play in maintaining the 
internal environment.  
Areas of study: 

• How do organisms function? 
• How do living systems sustain life? 
• Practical investigation 

 UNIT 2 
How is continuity of life maintained? 
In this unit students focus on cell reproduction and the transmission of 
biological information from generation to generation. Students learn 
that all cells are derived from pre-existing cells through the cell cycle. 
They examine the process of DNA replication and compare cell division 
in both prokaryotic and eukaryotic organisms. Students explore the 
mechanisms of asexual and sexual reproductive strategies, and 
consider the advantages and disadvantages of these two types of 
reproduction. The role of stem cells in the differentiation, growth, 
repair and replacement of cells in humans is examined, and their 
potential use in medical therapies is considered.  
Areas of study: 

• How does reproduction maintain the continuity of life? 
• How is inheritance explained? 
• Investigation of an issue 

UNIT 3 
How do cells maintain life? 
In this unit students investigate the workings of the cell from several 
perspectives. They explore the importance of the insolubility of the 
plasma membrane in water and its differential permeability to specific 
solutes in defining the cell, its internal spaces and the control of the 
movement of molecules and ions in and out of such spaces. Students 
study the synthesis, structure and function of nucleic acids and proteins 
as key molecules in cellular processes. They explore the chemistry of 
cells by examining the nature of biochemical pathways, their 
components and energy transformations. 
Areas of study: 

• How do cellular processes work? 
• How do cells communicate? 

 

 
UNIT 4 
How does life change and respond to challenges over time? 
Students examine change in life forms using evidence from 
palaeontology, biogeography, developmental biology and structural 
morphology. They explore how technological developments in the 
fields of comparative genomics, molecular homology and 
bioinformatics have resulted in evidence of change through 
measurements of relatedness between species. Students examine the 
structural and cognitive trends in the human fossil record and the 
interrelationships between human biological and cultural evolution. 
The biological consequences, and social and ethical implications, of 
manipulating the DNA molecule and applying biotechnologies is 
explored for both the individual and the species. 
Areas of study: 

• How are species related? 
• How do humans impact on biological processes? 
• Practical investigation 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
    Units 3 coursework   16% 
    Units 4 coursework   24% 
    Written examination (November) 60% 
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Business Management 

Aims of Subject 
VCE Business Management examines the ways businesses manage resources to achieve objectives. The VCE 
Business Management study design follows the process from the first idea for a business concept, to planning 
and establishing a business, through to the day-to-day management of a business. It also considers changes that 
need to be made to ensure continued success of a business. Students develop an understanding of the 
complexity of the challenges facing decision makers in managing these resources. A range of management 
theories is considered and compared with management in practice through contemporary case studies drawn 
from the past four years. Students learn to propose and evaluate alternative strategies to contemporary 
challenges in establishing and maintaining a business. 
 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
Planning a business 
Businesses of all sizes are major contributors to the 
economic and social wellbeing of a nation. Therefore 
how businesses are formed and the fostering of 
conditions under which new business ideas can emerge 
are vital for a nation’s wellbeing. Taking a business idea 
and planning how to make it a reality are the 
cornerstones of economic and social development. In 
this unit students explore the factors affecting business 
ideas and the internal and external environments within 
which businesses operate, and the effect of these on 
planning a business. 
Areas of Study 

• The business idea 
• External environment 
• Internal environment 

 UNIT 2 
Establishing a business 
This unit focuses on the establishment phase of a business’ life. 
Establishing a business involves complying with legal requirements as 
well as making decisions about how best to establish a system of 
financial record keeping, staff the business and establish a customer 
base. In this unit students examine the legal requirements that must be 
satisfied to establish a business. They investigate the essential features 
of effective marketing and consider the best way to meet the needs of 
the business in terms of staffing and financial record keeping. Students 
analyse various management practices in this area by applying this 
knowledge to contemporary business case studies from the past four 
years. 
Areas of Study 

• Legal requirements and financial considerations 
• Marketing a business 
• Staffing a business 

 

UNIT 3 
Managing a business 
In this unit students explore the key processes and issues 
concerned with managing a business efficiently and 
effectively to achieve the business objectives. Students 
examine the different types of businesses and their 
respective objectives. They consider corporate culture, 
management styles, management skills and the 
relationship between each of these. Students 
investigate strategies to manage both staff and business 
operations to meet objectives. Students develop an 
understanding of the complexity and challenge of 
managing businesses and through the use of 
contemporary business case studies from the past four 
years have the opportunity to compare theoretical 
perspectives with current practice.  
Areas of Study 

• Business foundations 
• Managing employees 
• Operations management 

 UNIT 4 
Transforming a business 
Businesses are under constant pressure to adapt and change to meet 
their objectives. In this unit students consider the importance of 
reviewing key performance indicators to determine current 
performance and the strategic management necessary to position a 
business for the future. Students study a theoretical model to undertake 
change, and consider a variety of strategies to manage change in the 
most efficient and effective way to improve business performance. They 
investigate the importance of leadership in change management. Using 
a contemporary business case study from the past four years, students 
evaluate business practice against theory. 
Areas of Study 

• Reviewing performance – the need for change 
• Implementing change 

 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
   Unit 3 coursework   25% 
   Units 4 coursework   25% 
   Written examination 2 hrs (Nov) 50% 
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Chemistry 

Aims of Subject 
This study enables students to 

• apply models, theories and concepts to describe, explain, analyse and make predictions about chemical phenomena, systems, 
structures and properties, and the factors that can affect them. 

• understand and use the language and methodologies of chemistry to solve qualitative and quantitative problems in familiar 
and unfamiliar contexts, 
and more broadly to: 

• understand the cooperative, cumulative, evolutionary and interdisciplinary nature of science as a human endeavour, including 
its possibilities, limitations and political and sociocultural influences. 

• develop a range of individual and collaborative science investigation skills through experimental and inquiry tasks in the field 
and in the laboratory. 

• develop an informed perspective on contemporary science-based issues of local and global significance. 
• apply their scientific understanding to familiar and unfamiliar situations including personal, social, environmental and 

technological contexts. 
• develop attitudes that include curiosity, open-mindedness, creativity, flexibility, integrity, attention to detail and respect for 

evidence-based conclusions. 
• understand and apply the research, ethical and safety principles that govern the study and practice of the discipline in the 

collection, analysis, critical evaluation and reporting of data. 
• communicate clearly and accurately an understanding of the discipline using appropriate terminology, conventions and 

formats. 
Recommendation 
It is strongly recommended that students wishing to take this study have achieved a ‘B’ average or better in Mainstream Mathematics as 
well as a ‘B’ average or better in Science. Students who achieve grades less than these benchmarks are not guaranteed enrolment in this 
subject. 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
How can the diversity of materials be explained? 
In this unit students investigate the chemical properties of a range of 
materials from metals and salts to polymers and nanomaterials. Using their 
knowledge of elements and atomic structure students explore and explain 
the relationships between properties, structure and bonding forces within 
and between particles that vary in size from the visible, through 
nanoparticles, to molecules and atoms. Students examine the modification 
of metals, assess the factors that affect the formation of ionic crystals and 
investigate a range of non-metallic substances from molecules to polymers 
and giant lattices and relate their structures to specific applications. 
Areas of study: 

• How can knowledge of elements explain the properties of 
matter? 

• How can the versatility of non-metals be explained? 
• Research investigation 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 UNIT 2 
What makes water such a unique chemical? 
In this unit students explore the physical and chemical 
properties of water, the reactions that occur in water and 
various methods of water analysis. Students examine the polar 
nature of a water molecule and the intermolecular forces 
between water molecules. Students explore the solvent 
properties of water in a variety of contexts and analyse selected 
issues associated with substances dissolved in water. 
Areas of study: 

• How do substances interact with water? 
• How are substances in water measured and 

analysed? 
• Practical investigation 
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UNIT 3  
How can chemical processes be designed to optimise efficiency? 
In this unit students explore energy options and the chemical production of 
materials with reference to efficiencies, renewability and the minimisation 
of their impact on the environment. Students compare and evaluate 
different chemical energy resources, including fossil fuels, biofuels, galvanic 
cells and fuel cells. The purpose, design and operating principles of galvanic 
cells, fuel cells and electrolytic cells are considered. Students analyse 
manufacturing processes with reference to factors that influence their 
reaction rates and extent. The language and conventions of chemistry 
including symbols, units, chemical formulas and equations are used to 
represent and explain observations and data collected from experiments, 
and to discuss chemical phenomena. A student practical investigation 
related to energy is undertaken in this unit and is assessed in Unit 4, 
Outcome 3. The findings of the investigation are presented in a scientific 
poster. 
Areas of study: 

• What are the options for energy production? 
• How can the yield of a chemical product be optimised? 

 UNIT 4  
How are organic compounds categorised, analysed and used? 
In this unit students investigate the structural features, bonding, 
typical reactions and uses of the major families of organic 
compounds including those found in food. Students study the 
ways in which organic structures are represented and named. 
Data from instrumental analyses of organic compounds is 
processed to confirm or deduce organic structures, and 
volumetric analyses are performed to determine the 
concentrations of organic chemicals in mixtures. Students 
consider the nature of the reactions involved to predict the 
products of reaction pathways and to design pathways to 
produce particular compounds from given starting materials. 
Key food molecules are investigated through an exploration of 
their chemical structure and bonding. The metabolism of food in 
the body is examined and in this context the role of enzymes and 
coenzymes in facilitating chemical reactions is explored.  
Students use calorimetry as an investigative tool to determine 
the energy released in the combustion of foods. 
Areas of study: 

• How can the diversity of carbon compounds be 
explained and categorised? 

• What is the chemistry of food? 
• Practical investigation 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
    Units 3 coursework  16% 
    Units 4 coursework  24% 
    Written examination (November) 60% 
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Drama 
Aims of Subject 
The study of Drama is a rich and wonderful way to connect to our Creator God. When we use our gifts of 
creativity we are imitating the One who made us. In Drama, we use story to examine our humanity as illustrated 
through God’s Word. Actors are given the job of interpreting the world they are in. As Christians we then direct 
them to the One who made it. 
 
The study of Drama concentrates on the creation and performance of characters, narratives and stories. 
Students draw on a range of content and expressive skills to create dramatic work. They analyse the process of 
their performance and explore the actor-audience relationship. Students develop an understanding of dramatic 
elements, stagecraft and theatrical conventions appropriate to performance styles from a range of cultural 
contexts. They view and analyse performances by professional and other drama practitioners. The study 
provides students with opportunities to explore the ways in which drama represents social, political, and 
historical contexts and narratives. Students will need to display an understanding of drama terminology 
appropriate to the context of the drama that students create and analyse. 
 
The study of drama provides students with pathways to many creative areas, such as writing, teaching, design, 
makeup and advertising. It gives students skills in analysing public speaking and people management. There are 
also specific drama jobs such as acting, direction, playwriting, production management and studies in drama 
criticism. 
 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
Creating, presenting and analysing a devised performance that includes 
real or imagined characters, based on personal, cultural and/or 
community experiences and stories. Students examine storytelling 
through the creation of solo devised performances. 
Students develop an understanding of the styles: non-naturalism and 
naturalism, using a variety of material and resources for stimulus. They 
also explore stagecraft, theatrical conventions and performance styles. 
Areas of Study 

• Creating a devised performance 
• Presenting a devised performance 
• Analysing a devised performance 
• Analysing drama performances presented by other practitioners 

 
UNIT 2 
The use of documentation of the processes involved in constructing a 
devised solo. Students use a range of stimulus material in creating 
performance and examine performance styles from a range of cultural 
and historical contexts relevant to Australia and Australians. Theatrical 
conventions appropriate to the selected styles are also explored. 
Student’s knowledge of how dramatics elements are enhanced or 
manipulated through performance is further developed in this unit. This 
unit also involves analysis of a student’s own performance work as well 
as the performance of an Australian work. 
Areas of Study 

• Using Australia as inspiration 
• Presenting a devised performance 
• Analysing a devised performance 
• Analysing Australian drama performance  

UNIT 3 
Non-naturalistic drama from a diverse range of contemporary and/or 
cultural performance traditions. Students use and manipulate dramatic 
elements, expressive skills and performance styles to enhance 
performance. They select stagecraft and theatrical conventions as 
appropriate to the performance. Students also document and evaluate 
stages involved in the creation, development and presentation of the 
ensemble performance. 
Areas of Study 

• Creating and presenting ensemble performance 
• Responding to ensemble performances 
• Analysing non-naturalistic performance 

 UNIT 4 
The use of stimulus material and resources from a variety of sources to 
create and develop character/s within a solo performance. Students 
complete two solo performances. For a short solo performance they 
develop practical skills of researching creating, presenting, documenting 
and analysing a solo performance work. In the development of a second 
solo performance, they devise, rehearse and perform an extended solo 
performance in response to a prescribed structure published by VCAA. 
Areas of Study 

• Process used to create solo performance 
• Creating a solo performance 
• Analysing solo performance 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
Unit 3 coursework     30% 
Unit 4 coursework     10% 
External end-of-year performance examination:   35% 
External end-of-year aural and written examination: 25% 
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Economics 
Aims of Subject 
 
Economics examines the role of consumers, businesses, governments and other organisations in the decision 
making about the allocation of resources, the production of goods and services and the effect that these 
decisions may have on material and non-material living standards. Through studying economics students 
develop a range of skills including the ability to gather, organise, analyse and synthesise a wide selection of 
economic information. They undertake independent inquiry, think critically and work collaboratively with their 
peers to develop viable solutions to contemporary economic issues. They utilise the economic models and tools 
of economists effectively to analyse and evaluate the decisions made by key economic agents and, in the 
process, appreciate the different viewpoints about the issues that may affect a modern economy.  
 
AIMS: This study enables students to 
 

• understand the role of consumers, businesses and governments in the economy 
• understand and apply relevant economic theories, concepts and tools  
• examine and evaluate the nature and consequences of economic trade-offs  
• use economic methods of inquiry and tools to analyse the economic causes and consequences of 

contemporary events on local, domestic and international economies  
• develop an understanding of how the Australian economy operates  
• foster an understanding of how Australia’s economic relationships with other economies and global 

economic institutions influence living standards and long-term prosperity  
• evaluate the effectiveness of government responses to economic situations  
• develop a critical perspective and think creatively about approaches to economic problems that might 

arise. 

 
 
 

UNIT 1: The Behaviour of Consumers and Businesses 
Economics is a dynamic and constantly evolving field. As a social science, 
Economics is interested in the way humans behave and the decisions 
made to meet the needs and wants of society. In this unit students explore 
their role in the economy, how they interact with businesses and the way 
economic models and theories have been developed to explain the causes 
and effects of human action. Students explore some fundamental 
economic concepts. They examine basic economic models where 
consumers and businesses engage in mutually beneficial transactions and 
investigate the motivations and consequences of both consumer and 
business behaviour. They examine how individuals might respond to 
incentives and how technology may have altered the way businesses and 
consumers interact. Students are encouraged to investigate 
contemporary examples and case studies to enhance their understanding 
of the introductory economic concepts. Students examine a simple 
microeconomic model to explain changes in prices and quantities traded. 
Through close examination of one or more key markets they gain insight 
into the factors that may affect the way resources are allocated in an 
economy and how market power can affect efficiency and living 
standards. 
 
Area of Study 1 Thinking like an economist 
Area of Study 2 Decision making in markets 
. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

UNIT 2: Contemporary Economic Issues 
Students focus on the possible trade-off between the pursuit of 
growth in incomes and production and the goal of environmental 
sustainability and long-term economic prosperity. They 
investigate the importance of economic growth in terms of raising 
living standards and evaluate how achievement of this goal might 
result in degradation of the environment and the loss of key 
resources. Students examine whether the goals of economic 
growth and environmental sustainability can be compatible and 
discuss the effect of different policies on the achievement of these 
important goals. They evaluate the role of government 
intervention in markets and discuss whether achieving greater 
equality causes a decline in economic growth and average living 
standards. Through the analysis of specific policy measures, 
students analyse and question the nature of this key trade-off and 
evaluate whether there is a degree of compatibility between 
equity and efficiency. Students consider the influence on the 
world’s living standards of the decisions made and the actions 
taken in the global economy by investigating one or more 
contemporary global issues and the trade-offs involved. Through 
an examination of the issue, students gain a greater appreciation 
of additional factors that can affect living standards in both 
Australia and in other nations. They consider the perspectives of 
relevant stakeholders and evaluate the validity of individual and 
collective responses to global issues. 
Area of Study 1 Economic growth, long-term economic 
prosperity and environmental sustainability 
Area of Study 2 Economic efficiency and equity 
Area of Study 3 Global economic issues 
 

Areas of Study for each Unit 
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UNIT 3: Australia’s Economic Prosperity 
In this unit students investigate the role of the market in allocating 
resources and examine the factors that are likely to affect the price and 
quantity traded for a range of goods and services. They develop an 
understanding of the key measures of efficiency and how market systems 
can result in efficient outcomes. Students consider contemporary issues 
to explain the need for government intervention in markets and why 
markets might fail to maximise society’s living standards. As part of a 
balanced examination, students also consider unintended consequences 
of government intervention in the market. In this unit students develop 
an understanding of the macroeconomy. They investigate the factors that 
influence the level of aggregate demand and aggregate supply in the 
economy and use models and theories to explain how changes in these 
variables might influence the achievement of the Australian 
Government’s domestic macroeconomic goals and affect living standards.  
Students investigate the importance of international economic 
relationships in terms of their influence on Australia’s living standards. 
They analyse how international transactions are recorded, predict how 
economic events might affect the value of the exchange rate and evaluate 
the effect of trade liberalisation. 
 
Area of Study 1 An introduction to microeconomics: the market system, 
resource allocation and government intervention 
Area of Study 2 Domestic macroeconomic goals 
Area of Study 3 Australia and the world economy 
 

 
UNIT 4: Managing the Economy 

In this unit students develop an understanding of how the 
Australian Government can alter the composition and level of 
government outlays and receipts to directly and indirectly 
influence the level of aggregate demand and the achievement of 
domestic macroeconomic goals. Area of Study 1 focuses on the 
role of aggregate demand policies in stabilising the business cycle 
to achieve the Australian Government’s domestic 
macroeconomic goals. Students examine the role of the Reserve 
Bank of Australia (RBA) with a focus on its responsibility to alter 
the cost and availability of credit in the economy. Students 
consider each of the transmission mechanisms through which 
changes to interest rates can affect the level of aggregate 
demand in the economy and how these changes might affect the 
achievement of the Australian Government’s domestic 
macroeconomic goals. Students examine and analyse the effects 
of the last two Australian Government budgets, and how 
particular initiatives have helped to stabilise the level of 
aggregate demand and influenced the achievement of domestic 
macroeconomic goals. In Area of Study 2 students consider how 
the Australian Government utilises aggregate supply policies to 
manage the Australian economy. If the productive capacity of the 
economy is expanding, growth in aggregate demand can be met 
and economic growth can be maintained both now and into the 
future. Students investigate the role of both market-based and 
interventionist approaches to managing the supply side of the 
economy. They evaluate these policy responses in terms of their 
effect on incentives and consider how they increase competition 
and efficiency in the economy. Students assess the role of 
microeconomic reform in terms of its effect on economic 
prosperity and the achievement of the Australian Government’s 
domestic macroeconomic goals. 
 
Area of Study 1 Aggregate demand policies and domestic 
economic stability 
Area of Study 2 Aggregate supply policies 
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English 

Aims of Subject 
This study aims to develop competence in the understanding and use of English for a variety of purposes 
sufficient to meet the demands of post-school employment, further education, and participation in a democratic 
society. 
 
It emphasises the integration of reading, writing, speaking, listening, and thinking. It values student diversity and 
particularly encourages learning in which students take responsibility for their language development and thus 
grow in confidence and in language skill and understanding. All texts are approached from a Christian 
perspective and evaluated against Christian teaching and doctrine. 

This is a compulsory study. 
 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
In this unit, students read and respond to texts analytically and creatively. 
They analyse arguments and the use of persuasive language in texts and 
create their own texts intended to position audiences. 
Students develop their skills in creating written, spoken and multimodal 
texts. 
 

 
 
 

UNIT 2 
In this unit students compare the presentation of ideas, issues and 
themes in texts. They analyse arguments presented and the use of 
persuasive language in texts and create their own texts intended 
to position audiences. 
Students develop their skills in creating written, spoken and 
multimodal texts. 
 

UNIT 3 
In this unit, students read and respond to texts analytically and creatively. 
They analyse arguments and the use of persuasive language in texts. 
 

 
UNIT 4 
In this unit, students compare the presentation of ideas and 
themes in texts. They create an oral presentation intended to 
position audiences about an issue currently debated in the media. 
 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
   Unit 3 coursework     25% 
   Unit 4 coursework     25% 
   Written examination (November)   50% 
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English Language 
Aims of Study 
 
VCE English Language explores the ways in which language is used by individuals and groups and reflects our thinking and 
values. Learning about language helps us to understand ourselves, the groups with which we identify and the society we 
inhabit. 
 
English Language builds on students’ previous learning about the conventions and codes used by speakers and writers of 
English. Informed by the discipline of linguistics, it provides students with metalinguistic tools to understand and analyse 
language use, variation and change. Students studying English Language examine how uses and interpretations of language 
are nuanced and complex rather than a series of fixed conventions. Students explore how people use spoken and written 
English to communicate, to think and innovate, to construct identities, to build and interrogate attitudes and assumptions 
and to create and disrupt social cohesion. 
 
The study of English Language enables students to understand the structures, features and discourses of written and spoken 
texts through the systematic and objective deconstruction of language in use. 
 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

 

UNIT 1 
Area of Study 1 
Language and Communication 
In this unit, students examine the nature and functions of language, 
including details of the structure of language. They explore how 
language is acquired, including psychological and linguistic theories. 
Students develop their skills in retaining information and in recalling it 
under test conditions, in answering essay questions and in researching 
case studies.  
Area of Study 2 
Language acquisition 
This area of study focuses on the developmental stages of child language 
acquisition 

 
 
 

UNIT 2 
Area of Study 1 
Language Change 
In this unit, students examine the origins and development of 
English across time. They explore how English has changed as it 
has spread across the world. 
Area of Study 2 
English in contact 
In this area of study students consider the effects of the global 
spread of English by learning about both the development and 
decline of languages as a result of English contact, the elevation 
of English as a global lingua franca and the cultural consequences 
of language contact. Students explore the ways English is used as 
an expression of culture in a range of literary, transactional and 
popular-culture texts. 
 

UNIT 3 
Language variation and social purpose 
Area of Study 1 
Informal language 
In this unit, students investigate English language in contemporary 
Australian social settings. They consider language as a means of social 
interaction, exploring how, through written and spoken texts, we 
communicate information, ideas, attitudes, prejudices and ideological 
stances. 
Area of Study 2 
Formal language 
In this area of study students consider the way speakers and writers 
choose from a repertoire of language to achieve a particular purpose. As 
with informal language, the situational and cultural context determines 
whether people use formal language and in which mode they choose to 
communicate. 
 

 
UNIT 4 
Language variation and identity 
Area of Study 1 
Language variation in Australian society 
In this unit, students focus on the role of language in establishing 
and challenging different identities. Students examine a range of 
extracts selected from novels, films or television programs, 
poetry, letters and emails, songs, advertisements and speeches. 
Students explore how language can distinguish between “us” and 
“them,” creating solidarity and reinforcing social distance. 
Area of Study 2 
Individual and group identities 
In this area of study students focus on the role of language in 
reflecting and constructing individual and group identities. They 
examine how language users are able to play different roles 
within speech communities and to construct their identities 
through subconscious and conscious language variation, 
according to age, gender, occupation, interests, aspiration and 
education. While individual identity can be derived from the 
character traits that make us unique, our social identities are 
drawn from membership of particular groups. 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
   Unit 3 coursework     25% 
   Unit 4 coursework     25% 
   Written examination (November)   50% 
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Environmental Science 
Aims of Study 
Environmental science is an interdisciplinary science that explores the interactions and inter-connectedness 
between humans and their environments and analyses the functions of both living and non-living elements that 
sustain Earth Systems. 
 
VCE Environmental Science enables students to explore the challenges that past and current human interactions 
with the environment presents for the future by considering how Earth’s atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere 
and lithosphere function as interrelated systems. In undertaking this study, students examine how 
environmental actions affect, and are affected by, ethical, social and political frameworks. In VCE Environmental 
Science students develop a range of inquiry skills involving practical experimentation and research, analytical 
skills including critical and creative thinking, and communication skills. Students use scientific and cognitive skills 
and understanding to analyse contemporary issues related to environmental science, and communicate their 
views from an informed position. 
 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

 

UNIT 1 
How are Earth’s Systems connected? 
In this unit students examine Earth as a set of four interacting systems: 
the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere and lithosphere. Students apply 
a systems perspective when exploring the physical requirements for life 
in terms of inputs and outputs, and consider the effects of natural and 
human-induced changes in ecosystems. They investigate the physical 
environment and its components, the function of local ecosystems and 
the interactions that occur in and between ecological components over 
different timescales. Students consider how the biotic and abiotic 
components of local ecosystems can be monitored and measured. A 
student practical investigation related to ecosystem monitoring and/or 
change is undertaken in this unit. The investigation draws on content from 
Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
UNIT 3 
In this unit students focus on environmental management through the 
examination and application of sustainability principles. They explore the 
value and management of the biosphere by examining the concept of 
biodiversity and the services provided to all living things. They analyse the 
processes that threaten biodiversity and apply scientific principles in 
evaluating biodiversity management strategies for a selected threatened 
endemic species. Students use a selected environmental science case 
study with reference to the principles of sustainability and environmental 
management. 

 
UNIT 2 
Organisms and their environment  
The rich diversity of Australian ecosystems provides a variety of contexts 
for students to study the relationships between living things and their 
environment. Students investigate particular sets of biotic and abiotic 
factors that operate in different places in the biosphere, and how these 
factors influence the kinds of organisms that live there. Students 
examine how organisms in their particular habitats are part of the 
integrated and naturally self-sustaining systems in which energy flows 
and matter is cycled between the living and non-living components of 
the environment.  

Students investigate how features possessed by organisms affect their 
fitness and reproductive success, in relation to their habitats. They 
consider how species are affected by changes in environmental 
conditions, whether natural or human-induced.  

In this unit students investigate what changes have taken place in 
selected ecosystems, and how ecological principles can be applied to 
conserve natural ecosystems, to restore damaged ones and to ensure 
sustainability of the biosphere. Students investigate how technologies 
are being applied to monitor natural ecosystems and to manage systems 
developed to provide resources for humans.  

 
UNIT 4 
In this unit students analyse the social and environmental impacts of 
energy production and use on society and the environment. They 
explore the complexities of interacting systems of water, air, land and 
living organisms that influence climate, focusing on both local and global 
scales, and consider long-term consequences of energy production and 
use. Students examine scientific concepts and principles associated with 
energy, compare efficiencies of the use of renewable and non-
renewable energy resources, and consider how science can be used to 
reduce the impacts of energy production and use. They distinguish 
between natural and enhanced greenhouse effects and discuss their 
impacts on living things and the environment, including climate change. 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
   Units 3 and 4 coursework   20% 
   School assessed Task    30% 
   Written examination  (November)  50% 
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Food Studies 

Aims of Subject 
We live in a world that provides a variety of food from both plant and animal sources. As Christians we have the 
opportunity to acknowledge and praise our generous God who created our world and replenishes our food 
supply. In VCE Food Studies, students explore food from a wide range of perspectives. They study past and 
present patterns of eating, Australian and global food production systems and the many physical and social 
functions and roles of food. They research economic, environmental and ethical dimensions of food and critically 
evaluate information, marketing messages and new trends. Practical work is integral to Food Studies and 
includes cooking, demonstrations, creating and responding to design briefs, dietary analysis, food sampling and 
taste-testing, sensory analysis, product analysis and scientific experiments.  
 
Unit 1 focuses on food from historical and cultural perspectives. Students investigate the origins and roles of 
food through time and across the world.  
Unit 2 explores food systems in contemporary Australia. Students gain insight into the significance of food 
industries to the Australian economy and investigate the capacity of industry to provide safe, high-quality food 
that meets the needs of consumers. 
Unit 3 investigates the many roles and everyday influences of food. Students explore the science of food and 
influences on food choice. 
Unit 4 explores debates about global and Australian food systems. Students investigate issues and challenges of 
food supply consider how to assess information and draw evidence-based conclusions. 
 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
Food origins 
Students explore the origins and cultural roles of food, from early 
civilisations through to today’s industrialised and global world. Students 
examine the history and culture of food in Australia. They consider the 
development of food production, processing and manufacturing 
industries in Australia and the impact of immigration. The practical 
component explores the use of ingredients available today that were used 
in earlier cultures as well as ingredients indigenous to Australia and 
introduced through migration.  
Areas of Study 

• Food around the world 
• Food in Australia 

 
UNIT 2 
Food makers 
Students investigate food systems in contemporary Australia examining 
both commercial food production industries and food production in 
small-scale domestic settings. Students gain insight into the significance 
of food industries to the Australian economy and investigate the 
capacity of industry to provide safe, high-quality food that meets the 
needs of consumers. Students use practical skills and knowledge to 
produce foods and consider a range of evaluation measures to compare 
their foods to commercial products. 
Areas of Study 

• Food industries 
• Food in the home 

UNIT 3 
Food in daily life 
Students examine the physiology of eating and microbiology of digesting, 
and the absorption and utilisation of macronutrients. They investigate 
food allergies, food intolerances and the microbiology of food 
contamination. Students explore patterns of eating in Australia and the 
influences on the food we eat. The practical component of this unit 
enables students to understand food science terminology and to apply 
specific techniques to the production of everyday food that facilitates the 
establishment of nutritious and sustainable meal patterns. 
Areas of Study 

• The science of food 
• Food choice, health and wellbeing  

 

 
UNIT 4 
Food issues, challenges and futures 
Students explore issues on the environment, ethics, technologies, food 
access, food safety, and the use of agricultural resources. They examine 
food information and misinformation and the development of food 
knowledge, skills and habits to empower consumers to make discerning 
food choices. Students learn to assess information and draw evidence-
based conclusions to navigate contemporary food fads, trends and diets. 
In practical work, students apply responses to environmental and ethical 
food issues, and extend their food production repertoire.  
Areas of Study 

• Environment and ethics 
• Navigating food information 

 
 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
   Units 3 and 4 coursework    60% 
   Written examination  (November)   40% 
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Modern Languages: FRENCH 

Rationale 
The study of French develops students’ ability to understand and use a language which is widely learned 
internationally, and which is an official language of many world organisations and international events. The 
ability to use and understand French also provides students with a direct means of access to the rich and varied 
culture of francophone communities around the world. A knowledge of French provides students with enhanced 
vocational opportunities in many fields, including international banking, finance, commerce, diplomacy, 
interpreting, teaching, etc. 
 
Aims 
This study is designed to enable students to 

• use French to communicate with others. 
• understand and appreciate the cultural contexts in which French is used. 
• understand their own language and culture(s) through the study of French. 
• understand language as a system. 
• make connections between French and English, and/or other languages. 
• apply French to work, further study, training or leisure. 

 
Recommendation 
It is recommended that students complete Units 1 and 2 before undertaking Units 3 and 4. 
 
Units 1 and 2 
In Year 11, students explore and develop their understanding and use of the French language in a multi-media 
rich environment where they view, talk and interact with native and learned French speakers from different 
walks of life. Opportunities may exist for correspondence with other French students and international travel to 
New Caledonia on a 10-day Immersion Excursion. 

By the end of the course, students will have been able to:  

1. Speak on general topics in conversation with others entirely in French for ten minutes. 
2. Write imaginative, instructional, informative and argumentative pieces in at least 250 words with only 

a dictionary on hand! 
3. Role play a conversation in which they take the part of the antagonist for 4 minutes. 
4. Read an entire novel in French at international standard level B1. 
5. Produce a ten-minute group video entirely in French on Saving the Environment. 
6. Act in a 5-minute theatrical piece entirely in French. 

Plan a 10-day trip to France, including flight and travel itinerary as well as hypothetical letters, emails and diary 
accounts of imagined time spent in the country 
 
...while enjoying the occasional crepe, baguette, fromage and other French delicacies – all in the name of cultural 
understanding. 
 
Units 3 and 4: Assessment Details* 
Subjects covered in this year of study include: 

• Famille: The nature and role of the family in Francophone societies, including its issues and problems. 
• A Quoi sert le Travail: The world of work, formation and training, issues of unemployment. 
• L’Environnement: Issues concerning the environment, including pollution and conservation. 
• Vive La Culture: The artistic interests of the French, including literature, film, painting, etc. 
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Unit 3 and 4 Assessment Details* 

• Unit 3 Coursework: (Creative Writing, Listening Analysis, Role Play) 25% 
• Unit 4 Coursework: (Reading Analysis, Persuasive Writing, Mini-oral) 25% 
• Examination: (Oral Ge+ List Com + Read Comp + Writing Piece) 50% 

 
NB: Because of the extra study that is needed in French, ATAR scores have generally been scaled up another 8, 
9 or even 10 points in some cases. 
 
Extra-curricular events 
Students may also have the opportunity to attend the following: 

• A French Film Festival Event (March) 
• An Immersion Day with Alliance Française 
• A 10 day trip to New Caledonia (April) 
• An inter-school French language and culture competition (August) 
• The Melbourne French Festival (November) 

 
*DISCLAIMER: The Assessment details may change in 2020 since the French Study Design is currently being 
updated. 
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Geography 

Aims of Subject 
Geography provides a bridge between the physical world and people’s use of the world. As Christians we believe 
that God created the world and has made us stewards, responsible to care for the land and everything that 
dwells in it. Therefore it is important to understand the working and balance of natural processes, to adopt 
strategies for the conservation of the environment and proper management of natural resources. Our Christian 
beliefs clarify for students the issues of the debate because ultimately it is the care of people and our resources 
that should be the main concern rather than the use of a resource purely for profit. As Geographers, we are 
concerned with the interaction of mankind with the environment, its resources and other people. God has 
directed us to manage and look after the environment and therefore our aim must be the wise use and care of 
our coasts, rivers, mountains, forests, etc. God has provided many resources upon the earth for us to use, but 
not spoil for future generations. 
 
This study is designed to enable students to  

• develop a sense of wonder and curiosity about people, culture and environments throughout the world 
• develop knowledge and understanding of geographic phenomena at a range of temporal and spatial 

scales 
• understand and apply geographic concepts including place, scale, distance, distribution, movement, 

region, process, change, spatial association and sustainability to develop their ability to think and 
communicate geographically 

• develop and understanding of the complexity of natural and human induced geographic phenomena 
across the earth’s surface  

• develop a range of skills to assist in analysing information and making informed judgements and 
decisions about geographic challenges 

• understand the importance of geography in analysing issues and challenges to human welfare and the 
environment, at a range of scales 

• develop an understanding of the role and application of geography in the planning and management of 
human welfare and the environment 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
Hazards and Disasters 
In this unit, students undertake an overview of hazards, including 
geological, hydro-meteorological, biological and technological, before 
investigating two contrasting types of hazards and the responses to 
them by people. Students explore the nature and effectiveness of 
specific measures such as prediction and warning systems, community 
preparedness and land use planning as well as actions taken after 
hazards become harmful and destructive disasters. They study natural 
and human factors influencing the nature of human responses.  
 

 

 
UNIT 2 
Tourism 
This unit investigates the characteristics of tourism, with particular 
emphasis on where it has developed, its various forms, how it has 
changed and continues to change and its impacts on people, places and 
environments. Students study examples of tourism from within 
Australia and overseas. They will investigate Sports and Entertainment 
tourism in Melbourne CBD using appropriate fieldwork techniques. 
Students explore the environmental, economic and socio-cultural 
impacts of different types of tourism. They evaluate the effectiveness of 
measures taken to enhance the positive aspects and/or minimize the 
negative aspects of tourism. A range of information sources including 
statistical data, digital images, video and maps will be used. 
 

 

 

Overall Final Assessment 
End of Semester Examination – 1.5 hours 
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UNIT 3 
Changing the land 
This unit focuses on two investigations of geographical change: change 
to land cover and change to land use. Land cover includes biomes such 
as forest, grassland, tundra and wetlands, as well as land covered by 
ice and water. Land cover is the natural state of the biophysical 
environment developed over time as a result of the interconnection 
between climate, soils, landforms and flora and fauna and, 
increasingly, interconnections with human activity. Students 
investigate the distribution and causes of these three processes. They 
select one location for each of the three processes to develop a greater 
understanding of the changes to land cover produced by these 
processes, the impacts of these changes and responses to these 
changes at different scales. At a local scale students investigate land 
use change using appropriate fieldwork techniques and secondary 
sources.  
  
 
 

UNIT 4 
Human population – trends and issues 
In this unit students investigate the geography of human populations. 
They explore the patterns of population change, movement and 
distribution, and how governments, organisations and individuals have 
responded to those changes in different parts of the world. In this unit, 
students study population dynamics before undertaking an 
investigation into two significant population trends arising in different 
parts of the world. They examine the dynamics of populations and their 
economic, social, political and environmental impacts on people and 
places. The growth of the world’s population from 2.5 billion in 1950 to 
over 7 billion since 2010 has been on a scale without parallel in human 
history. Much of the current growth is occurring within developing 
countries while the populations in many developed countries are either 
growing slowly or are declining. Populations change by growth and 
decline in fertility and mortality, and by people moving to different 
places. The Demographic Transition Model and population structure 
diagrams provide frameworks for investigating the key dynamics of 
population. Population movements such as voluntary and forced 
movements over long or short terms add further complexity to 
population structures and to economic, social, political and 
environmental conditions. Many factors influence population change, 
including the impact of government policies, economic conditions, wars 
and revolution, political boundary changes and hazard events.  
 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
    Unit 3 coursework   25% 
    Unit 4 coursework   25% 
    Written examination  (November) 50% 
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Health and Human Development 

Through the study of VCE Health and Human Development, it provides students with broad understandings 
of health and wellbeing that reach far beyond the individual. Students learn how important health and 
wellbeing is to themselves and to families, communities, nations and global society. Students explore the 
complex interplay of biological, sociocultural and environmental factors that support and improve health and 
wellbeing and those that put it at risk. The study provides opportunities for students to view health and 
wellbeing, and development, holistically across the lifespan and the globe, and through a lens of social equity 
and justice. 

Outcomes of this subject 
This study enables students to 

• understand the complex nature of health and wellbeing, and human development. 
• develop a broad view of health and wellbeing, incorporating physical, social, emotional, mental and spiritual 

dimensions, and biological, sociocultural and environmental factors. 
• examine how health and wellbeing may be influenced across the lifespan by the conditions into which people are 

born, grow, live, work and age. 
• develop health literacy to evaluate health information and take appropriate and positive action to support health 

and wellbeing and manage risks. 
• develop understanding of the Australian healthcare system and the political and social values that underpin it. 
• apply social justice principles to identify health and wellbeing inequities and analyse health and wellbeing 

interventions. 
• apply the objectives of the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals to evaluate the effectiveness of health 

and wellbeing initiative and programs. 
• propose and implement action to positively influence health and wellbeing and human development, outcomes at 

individual, local, national and/or global levels. 
 

Structure 
The study is made up of four units. 
 
Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing 
Unit 2: Managing health and development 
Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalized world 
Unit 4: Health and human development in a global context 
 
Each unit deals with specific content contained in areas of study and is designed to enable students to achieve a set of 
outcomes for that unit. Each outcome is described in terms of key knowledge and key skills. 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
Area Study 1 takes a broad, multidimensional approach to health and 
wellbeing. Such an approach acknowledges that defining and 
measuring these concepts is complicated by a diversity of social and 
cultural contexts. Students consider the influence of age, culture, 
religion, gender and socioeconomic status on perceptions of and 
profiles relating to health and wellbeing. They look at measurable 
indicators of population health, and at data reflecting the health status 
of Australians. With a focus on youth, students enquire into reasons 
for variations and inequalities in health status, including sociocultural 
factors that contribute to variations in health behaviours. Area Study 2 
explores food and nutrition as foundations for good health and 
wellbeing. Students investigate the roles and sources of major 
nutrients and the use of food selection models and other tools to  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
UNIT 2 
Area Study 1 examines the developmental transitions from youth to 
adulthood, with a focus on expected changes, significant decisions, and 
protective factors, including behaviours. Students consider perceptions 
of what it means to be a youth and an adult and investigate the expected 
physical and social changes. They inquire into factors that influence both 
the transition from youth to adulthood and later health status. They 
consider the characteristics of respectful, healthy relationships. 
Students examine parenthood as a potential transition in life. With a 
focus on the influence of parents/carers and families, students 
investigate factors that contribute to development, health and 
wellbeing during the prenatal, infancy and early childhood stages of the 
lifespan. Health and wellbeing is considered as an intergenerational 
concept (that is, the health and wellbeing of one generation affects the  
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promote healthy eating. They look at the health and wellbeing 
consequences of dietary imbalance, especially for youth and consider 
the social, cultural and political factors that influence the food 
practices of and food choices made by youth. They develop strategies 
for building health literacy and evaluating nutrition information from 
various sources, including advertisements and social media. Area Study 
3 has students focus on the health and wellbeing of Australia’s youth, 
and conduct independent research into a selected area of interest. 
Students identify major health inequalities among Australia’s youth 
and reflect on the causes. They apply research skills to find out what 
young people are most focused on and concerned about with regard 
to health and wellbeing. Students inquire into how governments and 
organisations develop and implement youth health programs, 
interpret data and raw conclusions on how the health and wellbeing of 
Australia’s youth can be promoted and improved. 
 
Area of Study 1: Health perspective and influences 
Area of Study 2: Health and Nutrition 
Area of Study 3: Youth health and wellbeing 

 
next).  Area Study 2 investigates the health system in Australia. Students 
examine the functions of various entities that play a role in our health 
system. They inquire into equity of access to health services, as well as 
the rights and responsibilities of individuals receiving care. Students 
research the range of health services in their communities and suggest 
how to improve health and wellbeing outcomes and health literacy in 
Australia. They explore a range of issues associated with the use of new 
and emerging health procedures and technologies such as reproductive 
technologies, artificial intelligence, robotics, nanotechnology, three-
dimensional printing of body parts and use of stem cells. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Area of Study 1: Developmental transitions 
Area of Study 2: Health care in Australia 

 
UNIT 3 
Area Study 1 explores health and wellbeing and illness as complex, 
dynamic and subjective concepts. While the major focus is on the 
health of Australians, this area of study also emphasises that 
Australia’s health is not isolated from the rest of the world. Students 
inquire into the WHO’s prerequisites for health and wellbeing and 
reflect on both the universality of public health goals and the 
increasing influence of global conditions on Australians. Students 
develop their understanding of the indicators used to measure and 
evaluate health status, and the factors that contribute to variations 
between population groups in Australia. Area Study 2 look at different 
approaches to public health over time, with an emphasis on changes 
and strategies that have succeeded in improving health and wellbeing. 
Students examine the progression of public health in Australia since 
1900, noting global changes and influences such as the Ottawa Charter 
for Health Promotion and the general transition of focus from the 
health and wellbeing of individuals to that of populations. Students 
investigate the Australian health system and its role in promoting 
health and wellbeing. They conduct a detailed study on a successful 
health promotion campaign or program, and inquire into priorities for 
health improvements in Australia.   
Areas of study: 

• Understanding health and wellbeing 
• Promoting health and wellbeing 

 

 
UNIT 4 
Area Study 1 looks at similarities and differences in major burdens of 
disease in low-, middle- and high income countries, including Australia. 
Students investigate a range of factors that contribute to health 
inequalities and study the concepts of sustainability, human 
development and the Human Development Index to further their 
understanding of health in a global context. Students consider the global 
reach of product marketing and inquire into the effects of particular 
global trends on health and wellbeing. Area Study 2 looks at action for 
promoting health globally. It looks at the rationale, objectives and 
interdependencies of the UN’s SDGs, focusing on their promotion of 
health and wellbeing and human development. Students investigate the 
priorities and work of the WHO and evaluate Australia’s aid program 
and the role of non-government organisations, selecting one aid 
program for detailed research and analysis. They reflect on meaningful 
and achievable individual actions that could contribute to the work of 
national and international organisations that promote health and 
wellbeing. 
Areas of study: 

• Health and wellbeing in a global context 
• Health and the Sustainable Development Goals 

 
 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
    Unit 3 Coursework   25% 
    Unit 4 Coursework    25% 
    Written examination  (November) 50% 
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History 

Aims of Subject 
History is the practice of understanding and making meaning of the past. Students learn about their historical 
past, their shared history and the people, ideas and events that have created present societies. It builds a Social 
and Conceptual and historical framework within which students can develop an understanding of the issues of 
their own time and place. It develops the highly transferable skills necessary to analyse visual, oral and written 
records. 
 
The study of history draws links between the social/political institutions and language of contemporary society 
and its history. It sets accounts of the past within the framework of the values and interests of that time. Studying 
History encourages students to think through and articulate their opinions, supporting them with evidence. 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
Twentieth Century History 1918 –1939 
In Unit 1 students explore the nature of political, social and cultural change in 
the period between the world wars. World War One is regarded by many as 
marking the beginning of twentieth century history since it represented such a 
complete departure from the past and heralded changes that were to have an 
impact for decades to come. 
 
The post-war treaties ushered in a period where the world was, to a large 
degree, reshaped with new borders, movements, ideologies and power 
structures. 
 
Areas of Study 
Area of Study 1 Ideology and conflict 
Area of Study 2 Social and cultural change 

 
 

UNIT 2  
Twentieth Century History 1945 –2000 
In Unit 2 students explore the nature and impact of the Cold War 
and challenges and changes to existing political, economic and 
social arrangements in the second half of the twentieth century. 
The establishment of the United Nations in 1945 was intended to 
take an internationalist approach to avoiding warfare, resolving 
political tensions and addressing threats to human life and safety. 
The Universal Declaration of Human Rights adopted in 1948 was 
the first global expression of human rights. 
 
Areas of Study 
Area of Study 1 Competing Ideologies 
Area of Study 2 Challenge and change 

UNITS 3 & 4 
The French and Russian Revolutions 
Revolutions are the great disjuncture of modern times and mark deliberate attempts at new directions. They share the common aim of breaking with 
the past by destroying the regimes and societies that engender them and embarking on a program of political and social transformation. As processes 
of dramatically accelerated social change, revolutions have a profound impact on the country in which they occur, as well as important international 
repercussions. Because revolutions involve destruction and construction, dispossession and liberation, they polarise society and unleash civil war and 
counter-revolution, making the survival and consolidation of the revolution the principal concern of the revolutionary state. In defence of the revolution, 
under attack from within and without, revolutionary governments often deploy armed force and institute policies of terror and repression. The process 
of revolution concludes when a point of stability has been reached and a viable revolutionary settlement made. 
 
Areas of Study 
Area of Study 1 (Unit 3 & 4) 
Causes of Revolution 
Areas of Study 2 (Unit 3 & 4) 
Consequences of Revolution 

 
 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
   Unit 3 coursework     25% 
   Unit 4 coursework     25% 
   Written examination  (November)   50% 
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Legal Studies  

Aims of Subject 
VCE Legal Studies examines the institutions and principles which are essential to Australia’s legal system. 
Students develop an understanding of the rule of law, law-makers, key legal institutions, rights protection in 
Australia, and the justice system. Through applying knowledge of legal concepts and principles to a range of 
actual and/or hypothetical scenarios, students develop their ability to use legal reasoning to argue a case for or 
against a party in a civil or criminal matter. They consider and evaluate recent and recommended reforms to the 
criminal and civil justice systems, and engage in an analysis of the extent to which our legal institutions are 
effective and our justice system achieves the principles of justice. For the purposes of this study, the principles 
of justice are fairness (fair legal processes are in place, and all parties receive a fair hearing); equality (all people 
treated equally before the law, with an equal opportunity to present their case); and access (understanding of 
legal rights and ability to pursue their case). 
 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
Guilt and liability 
Criminal law and civil law aim to achieve social cohesion and protect 
the rights of individuals. Criminal law is aimed at maintaining social 
order and infringing criminal law can result in charges. Civil law deals 
with the infringement of a person’s or group’s rights and breaching civil 
law can result in litigation. In this unit students develop an 
understanding of legal foundations, such as the different types and 
sources of law and the existence of a court hierarchy in Victoria. 
Students investigate key concepts of criminal law and civil law and 
apply these to actual and/or hypothetical scenarios to determine 
whether an accused may be found guilty of a crime, or liable in a civil 
dispute. In doing so, students develop an appreciation of the way in 
which legal principles and information are used in making reasoned 
judgements and conclusions about the culpability of an accused, and 
the liability of a party in a civil dispute. 
 
Areas of Study 

• Legal foundations 
• The presumption of innocence 
• Civil liability 

 

 UNIT 2 
Sanctions, remedies and rights 
Criminal law and civil law aim to protect the rights of individuals. When 
rights are infringed, a case or dispute may arise which needs to be 
determined or resolved, and sanctions or remedies may be imposed. 
This unit focuses on the enforcement of criminal law and civil law, the 
methods and institutions that may be used to determine a criminal case 
or resolve a civil dispute, and the purposes and types of sanctions and 
remedies and their effectiveness. Students undertake a detailed 
investigation of two criminal cases and two civil cases from the past 
four years to form a judgement about the ability of sanctions and 
remedies to achieve the principles of justice. Students develop their 
understanding of the way rights are protected in Australia and in 
another country, and possible reforms to the protection of rights. They 
examine a significant case in relation to the protection of rights in 
Australia. 
 
Areas of Study 

• Sanctions 
• Remedies 
• Rights 
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UNIT 3 
Rights and justice 
The Victorian justice system, which includes the criminal and civil 
justice systems, aims to protect the rights of individuals and uphold the 
principles of justice: fairness, equality and access. In this unit students 
examine the methods and institutions in the justice system and 
consider their appropriateness in determining criminal cases and 
resolving civil disputes. Students consider the Magistrates’ Court, 
Country Court and Supreme Court within the Victorian court hierarchy, 
as well as other Victorian legal institutions and bodies available to 
assist with cases. Students explore matters such as the rights available 
to an accused and to victims in the criminal justice system, the roles of 
the judge, jury, legal practitioners and the parties, and the ability of 
sanctions and remedies to achieve their purposes. Students investigate 
the extent to which the principles of justice are upheld in the justice 
system.  
 
Areas of Study 

• The Victorian criminal justice system 
• The Victorian civil justice system 

 

 

UNIT 4 
The people and the law 
The study of Australia’s laws and legal system involves an 
understanding of institutions that make and reform our laws, and the 
relationship between the Australian people, the Australian constitution 
and law-making bodies. In this unit, students explore how the 
Australian Constitution establishes the law-making powers of the 
Commonwealth and state parliaments, and protects the Australian 
people through structures that act as a check on parliament in law-
making. Students develop an understanding of the significance of the 
High Court in protecting and interpreting the Australian Constitution. 
They investigate parliament and the courts, and the relationship 
between the two in law-making, and consider the roles of the 
individual, the media and law reform bodies in influencing law reform. 
Throughout this unit students apply legal reasoning and information to 
actual scenarios. 
 
Areas of Study 

• The people and the Australian Constitution 
• The people, the parliament and the courts 

 
 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
   Unit 3 coursework    25% 
   Unit 4 coursework    25% 
   Written examination  (November)  50% 
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Literature 

Aims of Subject 
Literature involves the study and enjoyment of a wide range of literary texts – classical, popular, traditional and 
modern. Its distinctive focus is on the use of language to illuminate and give insight into the nature of human 
experience. It particularly suits students who have a penchant for language. 
 
Literature is a higher level interactive study between the text, the social/political/economic context in which the 
text was produced, and the experience of life and of literature that the reader brings to the text. All texts will be 
explored in light of Christian doctrine and experience. 

Recommendation: 
It is strongly recommended that only students who score an overall academic assessment of “B+” or better in 
Year 10 English should undertake this subject. 
 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
Approaches to literature 

In this unit students focus on the ways the interaction between text 
and reader creates meaning. Students’ analyses of the features and 
conventions of texts help them develop responses to a range of literary 
forms and styles. They develop an awareness of how the views and 
values that readers hold may influence the reading of a text. 
 

 UNIT 2 
Context and connections 

In this unit students explore the ways literary texts connect with 
each other and with the world. They deepen their examination of 
the ways their own culture and the cultures represented in texts can 
influence their interpretations and shape different meanings. 
Students consider the relationships between authors, audiences and 
contexts and analyse the similarities and differences across texts and 
establish connections between them. They engage in close reading 
of texts and create analytical responses that are evidence-based. 
 

UNIT 3 
Form and transformation 

In this unit, students consider how the form or a text affects 
meaning, and how writers construct their texts. They consider how 
the perspectives of those adapting texts may inform or influence 
the adaptations. 
 
Students respond both analytically and creatively. 
 
 

 UNIT 4 
Interpreting texts 

In this unit, students develop critical and analytical responses to 
texts. They consider the context of their responses as well as the 
ideas explored in the texts, the style of the language and points of 
view. They investigate literary criticism that informs both the 
reading and writing of texts.  
 
Students develop an informed and sustained interpretation 
supported by close textual analysis. 
 

VCE WORK REQUIREMENTS AND ASSESSMENT 
The various work requirements for each of the three subjects in the VCE English Group are set according to VCAA specifications for the particular 
subject. Assessment Tasks in Units 1 & 2 are at the discretion of the school, but are in accordance with VCAA course descriptions and recommendations 
for assessment. Assessment Tasks in Units 3 & 4 are set by VCAA and graded according to the VCAA criteria for each subject. Details of assessment for 
each subject in the English Group ae available on the VCAA website. 

EXAMINATIONS 
Examinations are held for Units 1 & 2 in each of the subjects in the English Group at the end of Semester 1 and 2 and are set by the school. Examinations 
are held for Units 3 & 4 at the end of Semester 2 in the VCAA October/November examination period. 
 
   Unit 3 coursework    25% 
   Unit 4 coursework    25% 
   Written examination (November)  50% 
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Mathematics 

Aims of Subject 
Mathematics is the study of function and pattern in number, logic, space and structure. It provides both a 
framework for thinking and a means of symbolic communication that is powerful, logical, concise and 
unambiguous. It is a means by which people can better understand the order and structure of God’s world and 
attempt to manage their environment. 
 
This study is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging mathematical learning in a way which 
takes into account the needs and aspirations of a wide range of students. It is also designed to promote students’ 
awareness of the importance of mathematics in everyday life in an increasingly technological society, and 
confidence in making effective use of mathematical ideas, techniques and processes. All students in all the 
mathematical units offered will apply knowledge and skills, model, investigate and solve problems, and use 
technology to support learning mathematics and its application in a variety of contexts. 
 

General Mathematics Units 1 & 2 

General Mathematics Units 1 & 2 
General Mathematics provides for different combinations of student interests and preparation for study of Further 
Mathematics at the Unit 3 and 4 level.  
 
This course is intended to be accessible for students who are not studying Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 
2. Students who perform well in this course are encouraged to proceed into Further Mathematics Units 3 and 4 
in Year 12. 

 
 

 

Further Mathematics Units 3 & 4 
These units are intended to be widely accessible. They provide general preparation for employment or further 
study. They are only recommended for students who have completed either General Mathematics or 
Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2. 
 
May be taken alone or with Mathematical Methods Units 3 & 4. 

 
 
 

 

 

UNIT 1  
• Functions and Graphs – Graphical Representation 

of Linear Functions.  
• Algebra – Use of Formulae and Equations to 

generalise and analyse Data.  
• Trigonometry – Practical Application of 

Trigonometry to real life examples.  
• Geometry – Spatial Relations, Geometric objects 

and Measurement. 
• Matrices.  
• Linear Programming. 

 UNIT 2  
• Statistics Collection – Analysis and presentation of Data.  
• Financial Mathematics.  
• Networks  

 

UNITS 3 & 4 
Core Component: All students undertake three topics within the core component of the course. These topics include the presentation, 
summary, description and analysis of:  
1) Univariate Data,  
2) Bivariate Data and  
3) Recursion and Finance  
 
Modules: All students undertake two of the following modules:  
1) Matrices   
2) Networks and Decision Mathematics 
 

 
Further Mathematics Units 3 & 4 

 
Mathematical Methods (CAS) Units 1 & 2 



42 
Mathematical Methods Units 1 & 2 
The material in Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 is developed in a closely sequential manner and leads 
directly into Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 which is a prerequisite for a large number of tertiary courses. 
 
Recommendation:  
It is strongly recommended that only students who complete at least Semester 2 of the Math Methods Prep 
Class in Year 10 and have been recommended by their teacher should undertake this subject. 
 

 
The appropriate use of computer algebra systems (CAS) technology to support and develop the teaching and 
learning of mathematics, and in related assessments, is included throughout this course. 
 

 

 

Mathematical Methods Units 3 & 4 
Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 may be taken alone or in conjunction with either Specialist Mathematics 
Units 3 and 4 or Further Mathematics Units 3 & 4. This course is intended to provide an adequate background 
for further study in, for example, science, economics, engineering or medicine. 
 
Note: Assumes completion of Mathematical Methods 1 & 2.  May be taken alone or with Further  
Mathematics 3/4 and /or with Specialist Mathematics 3 & 4. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Specialist Mathematics Units 1 & 2 
This challenging course is intended for able students who also study Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2, and 
who plan to study Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 and/or Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 in Year 12.  

 

 

 

 

UNIT 1  
• Functions and Graphs – use and interpretation of 

graphs of linear, quadratic and cubic relationships.  
• Algebra – polynomials, solution of quadratic and 

cubic equations, sketch graphs, polynomial 
modelling.  

• Functions and Graphs – circular and exponential 
functions; a gallery of graphs – transformation.  

• Trigonometry. 

 UNIT 2  
• Rates of Change – constant, average and instantaneous rates 

of change, interpreting graphs.  
• Calculus – the gradient function, differentiation and 

applications, anti-differentiation.  
• Application of Calculus.  
• Probability – calculation of probability of simple and 

compound events, simulation, representation with diagrams 
and tables, permutations and combinations, sampling with 
and without replacement. 

UNITS 3 & 4 
• Functions and Graphs - graphs of various types of functions, transformations, inverse function graphs, solving equations, 

recognition of functions.  
• Algebra - polynomials, exponential and logarithmic equations, inverses of functions, equations with circular functions.  
• Calculus - rules and properties of differentiation, anti-differentiation and integration, applications to curves and other problems, 

areas under curves.  
• Probability - discrete random variables, binomial distribution, continuous random variables, normal distribution, statistical 

inference. The appropriate use of computer algebra systems (CAS) technology to support and develop the teaching and learning 
of mathematics, and in related assessments, is included throughout this unit. 

 

 
Mathematical Methods (CAS) Units 3 & 4 

 
Specialist Mathematics Units 1 & 2 



43 
Recommendation: 
It is strongly recommended that only students who complete both semesters of the Methods Prep Class and 
have been recommended by their teacher should undertake this subject. 
 

 

 

 

 

Specialist Mathematics Units 3 & 4 
These high-level mathematics units must be taken in conjunction with Mathematical Methods Units 3 and 4 as 
they extend and further develop many of the same concepts while also introducing the students to a variety of 
rich and deep new ideas. Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 are intended for students with a strong creative 
interest in mathematics and for those wishing to undertake subsequent study in mathematics, physical sciences, 
engineering and related disciplines. 
 
Note: Assumes completion of Mathematical Methods 1 & 2 and Specialist Mathematics 1 & 2. Must be 
taken in combination with Mathematical Methods 3 & 4. 
    

Unit 3 & 4 coursework                  34% 
   Written examination 1 (November)   22% 

Written examination 2 (November)   44% 
  

UNIT 1  
• Matrices  
• Algebra 1  
• Algebra II  
• Trigonometry  
• Geometry 

 UNIT 2  
• Gallery of graphs – transformations  
• Sequences and Series  
• Polar Coordinates  
• Complex Numbers  
• Vectors 
• Graph Theory 
• Recursion 
• Statistics 

UNITS 3 & 4 
• Functions, relations and graphs  
• Algebra  
• Calculus  
• Vectors  
• Mechanics 
• Probability and Statistics 

 
Specialist Mathematics Units 3 & 4 
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Progression between Units 
The following Table illustrates the complexity of the available Mathematics Pathways through the VCE and so 
it is particularly important to pay attention to the requirements suggested in the key. 
 

Year 10 Year 11 Year 12 
 Units 1 & 2 Units 3 & 4 
 
Methods Prep (both 
semesters) 

 
Specialist Mathematics 

Specialist Mathematics 
[must be taken with Maths 
Methods] 

 
Methods Prep 
(Semester 2) 

Mathematical 
Methods(CAS)  

 
Mathematical Methods  

 
General Mathematics 
(Semester 2) 
 
Foundation 
Mathematics 

 
General Mathematics 

 
Further Mathematics 
[may be taken with Maths 
Methods] 

 

Example Combinations of Mathematics Units 

Year 11 Year 12 

Mathematical Methods 1 & 2      Mathematical Methods 3 & 4 

Mathematical Methods 1 & 2     Further Mathematics 3 & 4 

Mathematical Methods 1 & 2      
Specialist Mathematics 1 & 2 
 

Mathematical Methods 3 & 4 

Mathematical Methods 1 & 2      
Specialist Mathematics 1 & 2 
 

Mathematical Methods 3 & 4 
Specialist Mathematics 3 & 4 

Mathematical Methods 1 & 2     
 

Mathematical Methods 3 & 4 
Further Mathematics 3 & 4 

General Mathematics  1 & 2            Further Mathematics 3 & 4 

General Mathematics 1 & 2            No mathematics 
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Media 
Aims of Subject 

This study enables students to:  

• investigate and analyse and reflect on their experience of the media  
• examine the relationship between audiences and the media  
• understand the codes and conventions that are used to construct media narratives and products  
• develop an understanding of traditional and contemporary media forms, products, institutions and 

industries  
• develop an understanding of the nature, roles, structure and contexts of creation and distribution of 

media forms and products  
• analyse media stories and narratives to understand how meaning is constructed and how audiences are 

engaged  
• develop an understanding of the relationship between the media and audiences that produce and 

engage with it  
• develop the capacity to investigate, examine and evaluate debates around the role of contemporary 

media and its implications for society  
• develop skills in critically understanding the significance and aesthetics of the media  
• develop and refine skills in the design, production, evaluation and critical analysis of media products in 

a range of contexts and forms for different audiences.  

 

 
 
 
Unit 1 
Media forms, representations and Australian stories  
In this unit students develop an understanding of how the media constructs representations in a variety of Media 
forms.  Students will also explore the use of codes and conventions in the constructions of media products.  In 
order to achieve this outcome, students will be consider the role of advertising and marketing and develop 
awareness and understanding as they plan and produce their own TV commercials (using Premiere Pro) and 
advertising campaign. (Photoshop). 

Following this introductory activity, students will compare the Australian nuclear family representation with the 
American Sitcom family through works such as The Castle (Sitch, 1997), The Brady Bunch (Schwartz, 69-74), 
Arrested Development (Hurwitz, 2003-2006), and Pleasantville (Ross, 1998).  Students will respond to these texts 
through written work and analysis.  Students will also look at the importance of non-fictional Australian Stories 
(The Dish, Sitch, 2000). 

As you can see, students work in a range of media forms and develop and produce representations to 
demonstrate an understanding of the characteristics of each media form, and how they contribute to the 
communication of meaning.  

Areas of Study 
• Media Representations 
• Media Forms in Production 
• Australian Stories 

 
 
 
 
 

Areas of Study for Each Unit 



46 
Unit 2 
Narrative across media forms  
In this unit students further develop an understanding of the concept of narrative in media products and forms 
in different contexts. In this unit however, we focus specifically on Film Study using the Auteur Theory as the 
basis of discussion.  This means that we focus on the particular work of significant directors (Tim Burton and Baz 
Luhrmann) and examine how their style permeates the works they produce.  We will be looking at narrative, 
mise-en-scene and various production and story elements that create and help us as an audience construct 
meaning.  Students will emulate the style of a particular director (through a homage piece of Film or 
Photography) and carry out a personal study of a director of their choice. 
 
From this position we then examine the effect of narratives in ‘newer’ and interactive forms by looking at video 
games and gaming consoles and the way they borrow from film in their construction of narrative and the game 
environment.  We will also briefly touch on the impact and power of social media industries, virtual 
environments and media consumption in the digital age.  Students will analyse the effects of this form of media 
consumption and the problems posed by increasing access to digital technologies and argue its impact. 
 
Finally, students study the power of Media Corporations, in particular Disney and its conglomeration, including 
Marvel, Lucas Film and Pixar.  This unit examines the role and purpose of animation in society and the 
importance of fan culture, awareness and branding.  Students will look at the role of the Studio System in 
Australia and make comparisons between funding restrictions and the global entertainment industry.  They also 
will look at the how the industries have changed over time. 
 
Students undertake a final production activity to design and create a narrative that demonstrate an awareness 
of one of the above themes explored in class through the genre of documentary.  They can choose any type of 
medium to work in (eg. Film, Photography, Video Games, Podcast, Print Media forms.) 
 
Areas of Study 

• Narrative, Style and Genre 
• Narratives in Production 
• Media and Change 

 
Unit 3 
Media narratives and pre-production  
In this unit students explore stories that circulate in society through media narratives. They consider the use of 
media codes and conventions to structure meaning, and how this construction is influenced by the social, 
cultural, ideological and institutional contexts of production, distribution, consumption and reception. Students 
assess how audiences from different periods of time and contexts are engaged by, consume and read narratives 
using appropriate media language.  

Narratives are defined as the depiction of a chain of events in a cause and effect relationship occurring in physical 
and/or virtual space and time in non-fictional and fictional media products.  

Students use the pre-production stage of the media production process to design the production of a media 
product for a specified audience. They investigate a media form that aligns with their interests and intent, 
developing an understanding of the media codes and conventions appropriate to audience engagement, 
consumption and reception within the selected media form. They explore and experiment with media 
technologies to develop skills in their selected media form, reflecting on and documenting their progress. 
Students undertake pre-production processes appropriate to their selected media form and develop written and 
visual documentation to support the production and post-production of a media product in Unit 4.  

Areas of Study 
• Narrative and Ideology 
• Media Production Development 
• Media and Change 
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Unit 4 
Media production and issues in the Media  

In this unit students focus on the production and post-production stages of the media production process, 
bringing the media production design created in Unit 3 to its realisation. They refine their media production in 
response to feedback and through personal reflection, documenting the iterations of their production as they 
work towards completion.  

Students explore the relationship between the media and audiences, focusing on the opportunities and 
challenges afforded by current developments in the media industry. They consider the nature of communication 
between the media and audiences, explore the capacity of the media to be used by governments, institutions 
and audiences, and analyse the role of the Australian government in regulating the media.  

Areas of Study 
• Media Production 
• Agency and Control in and of the Media 
• Media and Change 

 
Unit 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
Unit 3 Coursework 10% 
Unit 4 Coursework 10% 
School Assessed Task  (Media Production) 40% 
External End of Year Examination (November) 40% 
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Music 

Aims of Subject 
Music is an integral part of all cultures and societies, both contemporary and historical. The study of music 
develops students’ understanding of artistic processes and contributes to the development of the aesthetic, 
cognitive, psychomotor and affective domains. 
 
At Year 11, three options exist for students wishing to study music. Firstly, those students who completed the 
first year of the two-year Certificate III in Music course may continue with this program. Secondly, students who 
did not undertake the first year of the Certificate Course in Year 10 may commence the program as a Year 11 
student and complete it in Year 12. The Certificate III course contributes towards the VCE (recognition of up to 
three units at Units 1 and 2 level, and a Units 3 and 4 sequence) and the ATAR as a scored assessment (includes 
an End of Year Performance Exam). Thirdly, students may commence VCE Music Performance Units 1-2 and 
complete 3-4 in Year 12. 
 
At Year 12, students may also choose to study VCE Music Performance Units 3 & 4.  
 
The following diagram outlines the possible structure of a Music Program for senior students in 2019-2020: 
Year 10 

 
Year 11 
 
 
Year 12 
 

Areas of Study 

VET CERTIFICATE III IN MUSIC  
Certificate III in Music is a diverse course which caters well for many 
streams of student interest: 

• Performance 
• Critical listening 
• Music Management 
• Music Promotions 
• Media 
• Group Management  
• Audio (recording & mixing) 
• Computer related technology & software 

Course Outline 
The experience gained through studying the Performance and 
Musicianship modules prepare students for further VCE Music 
Performance studies at PVCC. 
 
The course is flexible and providers can structure the course to suit 
individual needs. Students are required to receive weekly lessons on their 
chosen instrument. Some modules require written homework, visiting 
workers within the music industry, and witnessing performances in varied 
performance venues. 
 
For further information, also refer to the VET Music page  
Music (VCE VET) 

 MUSIC PERFORMANCE UNITS 3-4 
VCE Music offers students opportunities to engage in the practice of 
performing, creating and studying music that is representative of diverse 
genres, styles and cultures.  
Areas of Study 

• Performance 
• Performance technique 
• Musicianship 
• Organisation of sound 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
Units 3 and 4 School-assessed Coursework:  30% 
External end-of-year performance examination:  50% 
External end-of-year aural and written examination: 20% 
 

 

 
VET Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
Three Coursework Tasks:    50% 
External end-of-year performance examination: 50% 
 

VET Cert III in Music – 
Year 1  

VET Cert III in Music – 
Year 1  

VET Cert III in Music – 
Year 2  

VCE Music Performance  
Units 3–4 

VET Cert III in Music – 
Year 2  
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Physical Education 

The study of VCE Physical Education enables students to integrate a contemporary understanding of the theoretical 
underpinnings of performance and participation in physical activity with practical application. Through engagement in 
physical activities, VCE Physical Education enables students to develop the knowledge and skills required to critically 
evaluate influences that affect their own and others’ performance and participation in physical activity. This study equips 
students with the appropriate knowledge and skills to plan, develop and maintain their involvement in physical activity, 
sport and exercise across their lifespan and to understand the physical, social, emotional and cognitive health benefits 
associated with being active. The study also prepares students for employment and/or further study at the tertiary level or 
in vocational education and training settings in fields such as exercise and sport science, health science, education, 
recreation, sport development and coaching health promotion and related careers. 

Aims of Subject 
This study enables students to 

• use practical activities to underpin contemporary theoretical understanding of the influences on participation and 
performance in physical activity, sport and exercise. 

• develop an understanding of the anatomical, biomechanical, physiological and skill acquisition principles, and of 
behavioural, psychological, environmental and sociocultural influences on performance and participation in physical 
activity across the lifespan. 

• engage in physical activity and movement experiences to determine and analyse how the body systems work 
together to produce and refine movement. 

• critically evaluate changes in participation from a social-ecological perspective and performance in physical activity, 
sport and exercise through monitoring, testing and measuring of key parameters. 

 
Structure 
The study is made up of four units. Unit 1: The human body in motion, Unit 2: Physical activity, sport and society, Unit 3: 
Movement skills and energy for physical activity and Unit 4: Training to improve performance. Each unit deals with specific 
content contained in areas of study and is designed to enable students to achieve a set of outcomes for that unit. Each 
outcome is described in terms of key knowledge and key skills. 

Recommendation: 
In order to attempt Physical Education Units 1 & 2 it is recommended that students successfully complete at least one of 
the three Physical Education electives offered in year 10. It is also suggested that students wishing to undertake Unit 3 and 
4 studies complete Units 1 and 2 first.  
 
There are only two Physical Education electives offered in Year 10. 
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Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
The human body in motion 
In this unit students explore how the musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory 
systems work together to produce movement. Through practical activities 
students explore the relationships between the body systems and physical 
activity, sport and exercise, and how the systems adapt and adjust to the 
demands of the activity. Students investigate the role and function of the main 
structures in each system and how they respond to physical activity, sport and 
exercise. They explore how the capacity and functioning of each system acts as 
an enabler or barrier to movement and participation on physical activity. Using 
a contemporary approach, students evaluate the social, cultural and 
environmental influences on movement. They consider the implications of the 
use of legal and illegal practices to improve the performance of the 
musculoskeletal and cardiorespiratory systems, evaluating perceived benefits 
and describing potential harms. They also recommend and implement 
strategies to minimise the risk of illness or injury to each system.  

 UNIT 2 
Physical activity, sport and society 
This unit develops students’ understanding of physical activity, 
sport and society from a participatory perspective. Students are 
introduced to types of physical activity and the role participation 
in physical activity and sedentary behaviour plays in their own 
health and wellbeing as well as in other people’s lives in different 
population groups. Through a series of practical activities, 
students experience and explore different types of physical 
activity promoted in their own and different population groups. 
They gain an appreciation of the level of physical activity required 
for health benefits. Students investigate how participation in 
physical activity varies across the lifespan. They explore a range of 
factors that influence and facilitate participation in regular 
physical activity. They collect data to determine perceived 
enablers of and barriers to physical activity and the ways in which  
opportunities for participation in physical activity can be extended 
in various communities, social, cultural and environmental 
contexts. Students investigate individual and population-based 
consequences of physical inactivity and sedentary behaviour. They 
then create and participate in an activity plan that meets the 
physical activity and sedentary behaviour guidelines relevant to 
the particular population group being studied. Students apply 
various methods to assess physical activity and sedentary 
behaviour levels at the individual and population level, and 
analyse the data in relation to physical activity and sedentary 
behaviour guidelines. Students study and apply the social-
ecological model and/or the Youth Physical  
Activity Promotion Model to critique a range of individual- and 
settings-based strategies that are effective in promoting 
participation in some form of regular physical activity. 

UNIT 3 
Movement skills and energy for physical activity 
This unit introduces students to the biomechanical and skill acquisition 
principles used to analyse human movement skills and energy production from 
a physiological perspective. Students use a variety of tools and techniques to 
analyse movement skills and apply biomechanical and skill acquisition 
principles to improve and refine movement in physical activity, sport and 
exercise. They use practical activities to demonstrate how correct application 
of these principles can lead to improved performance in physical activity and 
sport. Students investigate the relative contribution of interplay of the three 
energy systems to performance in physical activity, sport and exercise. In 
particular, they investigate the characteristics of each system and the interplay 
of the systems during physical activity. Students explore the causes of fatigue 
and consider different strategies used to postpone fatigue and promote 
recovery. 

 UNIT 4 
Training to improve performance  
In this unit students analyse movement skills from a physiological, 
psychological and sociocultural perspective, and apply relevant 
training principles and methods to improve performance within 
physical activity at an individual, club and elite level. 
Improvements in performance, in particular fitness, depend on the 
ability of the individual and/or coach to gain, apply and evaluate 
knowledge and understanding of training. Students analyse skill 
frequencies, movement patterns, heart rates and work to rest 
ratios to determine the requirements of an activity. Students 
consider the physiological, psychological and sociological 
requirements of training to design and evaluate an effective 
training program. Students participate in a variety of training 
sessions designed to improve or maintain fitness and evaluate the 
effectiveness of different training methods. Students critique the 
effectiveness of the implementation of training principles and 
methods to meet the needs of the individual, and evaluate the 
chronic adaptations to training from a theoretical perspective. 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
    Unit 3 coursework   25% 
    Unit 4 coursework   25% 
    Written examination (November) 50% 
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Physics 

Aims of Subject 
Physics seeks to understand and explain the physical world. It examines models and ideas used to make sense 
of the world and which are sometimes challenged as new knowledge develops. By looking at the way matter 
and energy interact through observations, measurements and experiments, physicists gain a better 
understanding of the underlying laws of nature. 
 
VCE Physics provides students with opportunities to explore questions related to the natural and constructed 
world. The study provides a contextual approach to exploring selected areas within the discipline including 
atomic physics, electricity, fields, mechanics, thermodynamics, quantum physics and waves. Students also have 
options for study related to astrophysics, bioelectricity, biomechanics, electronics, flight, medical physics, 
nuclear energy, nuclear physics, optics, sound and sports science. 

Recommendation: 
It is strongly recommended that students wishing to take this study have achieved a ‘B’ average or better in 
Mainstream Mathematics as well as a ‘B’ average or better in Science. Students who achieve grades less than 
these benchmarks are not guaranteed enrolment in this subject. 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
What ideas explain the physical world? 
Area of Study 1: How can thermal effects be explained? 
In this area of study students investigate the thermodynamic principles 
related to heating processes, including concepts of temperature, 
energy and work. 
Area of Study 2: How do electric circuits work? 
In this area of study students develop conceptual models to analyse 
electrical phenomena and undertake practical investigations of circuit 
components. 
Area of Study 3: What is matter and how is it formed? 
In this area of study students explore the nature of matter, and 
consider the origins of atoms, time and space. 
 

 UNIT 2 
What do experiments reveal about the physical world? 
Area of Study 1: How can motion be described and explained? 
In this area of study students observe motion and explore the effects of 
balanced and unbalanced forces on motion. They analyse motion using 
concepts of energy, including energy transfers and transformations. 
Area of Study 2: Options 
Twelve options are available for selection in Area of Study 2. Each option is 
based on a different observation of the physical world.  
Area of Study 3: Practical Investigation 
Systematic experimentation is an important aspect of physics inquiry. In this 
area of study students design and conduct a practical investigation related to 
knowledge and skills developed in Area of Study 1 and/or Area of Study 2. 
  

Unit 3 
How do fields explain motion and electricity? 
Area of Study 1: How do things move without contact?  
In this area of study students examine the similarities and differences 
between three fields: gravitational, electric and magnetic. 
Area of Study 2: How are fields used to move electrical energy?  
The production, distribution and use of electricity has had a major 
impact on human lifestyles. In this area of study students use empirical 
evidence and models of electric, magnetic and electromagnetic effects 
to explain how electricity is produced and delivered to homes. 
Area of Study 3: How fast can things go? In this area of study students 
use Newton’s laws of motion to analyse relative motion, circular 
motion and projectile motion. At very high speeds, however, these 
laws are insufficient to model motion and Einstein’s theory of special 
relativity provides a better model. 

 Unit 4  
How can two contradictory models explain both light and matter? 
Area of Study 1: How can waves explain the behaviour of light? In this area 
of study students use evidence from experiments to explore wave concepts 
in a variety of applications. Wave theory has been used to describe transfers 
of energy, and is important in explaining phenomena including reflection, 
refraction, interference and polarisation. 
Area of Study 2: How are light and matter similar? In this area of study 
students explore the design of major experiments that have led to the 
development of theories to describe the most fundamental aspects of the 
physical world – light and matter. 
Area of Study 3: Practical investigation. A student-designed practical 
investigation related to waves, fields or motion is undertaken either in Unit 3 
or Unit 4, or across both Units 3 and 4. The investigation relates to knowledge 
and skills developed across Units 3 and 4 and is undertaken by the student 
through practical work. 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
   Unit 3 coursework   21% 

    Unit 4 coursework   19% 
    Written examination (November) 60% 
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Product Design and Technology 

Aims of Subject 
This course is designed to enable students to: 

• Develop an understanding of design and product development; 
• Identify design problems and develop solutions through the design and production processes; 
• Acquire knowledge of the origins and properties of a broad range of processed and unprocessed materials; 
• Understand the relationship between the properties of materials and their selection and use as part of 

the design process; 
• Acquire, extend and apply a range of practical skills related to design, safe use of tools, equipment and 

machines and develop an understanding of the processes used in manipulating materials; 
• Develop an understanding of the social and environmental implications of the production, efficient use 

and disposal of materials and products. 
• Develop an appreciation of working with others in a demanding environment to engender a spirit of care 

and cooperation. 
• Develop in a spirit of valuing the skill, ideas and products of their peers. 
• The class work is primarily practical and students will be making several projects designed to incorporate 

the above aims with an accompanying written folio for each practical task. 
 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
Sustainable redevelopment of a product 
It is common for designers in Australia to use products from overseas as 
inspiration when redeveloping products for the domestic market. 
Sustainable redevelopment refers to designers and makers ensuring 
products serve social, economic and environmental needs. Generating 
economic growth for design and manufacturing in Australia can begin 
with redeveloping existing products so they have positive social and 
minimal environmental impact. In this unit students examine claims of 
sustainable practices by designers. 
 

 UNIT 2 
Collaborative design 
In this unit students work in teams to design and develop an item in a 
product range or contribute to the design, planning and production of a 
group product. They focus on factors including end-users/s’ needs and 
wants; function, purpose and context for product design, aesthetics; 
materials and sustainability; and the impact of these factors on a design 
solution. 

UNIT 3 
Collaborative design 
In this unit students are engaged in the design and development of a 
product that addresses a personal, local, or global problem (such as 
humanitarian issues), or that meets the needs and wants of a potential 
end-user/s. The product is developed through a design process and is 
influenced by a range of factors including the purpose, function and 
context of the product; user-centred design; innovation and creativity; 
design elements and principles; sustainability concerns; economic 
limitations; legal responsibilities; material characteristics and properties; 
and technology. 
 

 UNIT 4 
Product development and evaluation  
In this unit students engage with an end-user/s to gain feedback 
throughout the process of production. Students make comparisons 
between similar products to help evaluate the success of a product in 
relation to a range of product design factors. The environmental, 
economic and social impact of products throughout their life cycle can 
be analysed and evaluated with reference to the product design factors. 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
      Units 3 and 4 coursework   20% 
      School assessed task    50% 
      Written examination  (November)  30% 
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Psychology 

Aims of Subject 
Psychology is a broad discipline that incorporates both the scientific study of human behaviour through biological, psychological and 
social perspectives and the systematic application of this knowledge to personal and social circumstances in everyday life. VCE Psychology 
enables students to explore how people think, feel and behave through the use of a biopsychosocial approach. As a scientific model, this 
approach considers biological, psychological and social factors and their complex interactions in the understanding of psychological 
phenomena. The study explores the connection between the brain and behaviour by focusing on several key interrelated aspects of the 
discipline: the interplay between genetics and environment, individual differences and group dynamics, sensory perception and 
awareness, memory and learning, and mental health. 

Recommendation 
It is strongly recommended that PVCC students wishing to study Psychology have achieved a  
‘C+’ average or better in Science and English. 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1  
How are behaviour and mental processes shaped? 
Human development involves changes in thoughts, feelings and behaviours. 
In this unit students investigate the structure and functioning of the human 
brain and the role it plays in the overall functioning of the human nervous 
system. Students explore brain plasticity and the influence that b rain damage 
may have on a person’s psychological functioning. They consider the comp-
lex nature of psychological development, including situations where 
psychological development may not occur as expected. Students examine the 
contribution that classical and contemporary studies have made to an 
understanding of the human brain and its functions, and to the development 
of different psychological models and theories used to predict and explain 
the development of thoughts, feelings and behaviours. 
Area of Study 1: How does the brain function? 
Area of Study 2: What influences psychological development? 
The psychological development of an individual involves complex 
interactions between biological, psychological and social factors.  
Area of Study 3: Student-directed research investigation  
In this area of study students apply and extend their knowledge and skills 
developed in Areas of Study 1 and/or 2 to investigate a question related to 
brain function and/or psychological development. Students analyse the 
scientific evidence that underpins the research in response to a question of 
interest. 
 

 UNIT 2  
How do external factors influence behaviour and mental processes? 
A person’s thoughts, feelings and behaviours are influenced by a 
variety of biological, psychological and social factors. In this unit 
students investigate how perception of stimuli enables a person to 
interact with the world around them and how their perception of 
stimuli can be distorted. They evaluate the role social cognition plays 
in a person’s attitudes, perception of themselves and relationships 
with others. Students explore a variety of factors and contexts that 
can influence the behaviour of an individual and groups. They 
examine the contribution that classical and contemporary research 
has made to the understanding of human perception and why 
individuals and groups behave in specific ways. 
Area of Study 1: What influences a person’s perception of the 
world? 
Human perception of internal and external stimuli is influenced by a 
variety of biological, psychological and social factors. 
Area of Study 2: How are people influenced to behave in particular 
ways? 
A person’s social cognition and behaviour influence the way they 
view themselves and the way they relate to others.  
Area of Study 3: Student-directed practical investigation 
In this area of study students design and conduct a practical 
investigation related to external influences on behaviour. 

UNIT 3 
How does experience affect behaviour and mental processes?   
The nervous system influences behaviour and the way people experience the 
world.  In this unit students examine both macro level and micro level 
functioning of the nervous system to explain how the human nervous system 
enables a person to interact with the world around them.  They explore how 
stress may affect a person’s psychological functioning and consider the 
causes and management of stress.  Students investigate how mechanisms of 
memory and learning lead to the acquisition of knowledge, the development 
of new capacities and changed behaviours. They consider the limitations and 
fallibility of memory and how memory can be improved.  Students examine 
the contribution that classical and contemporary research has made to the 
understanding of the structure and function of the nervous system, and the 
understanding of biological, psychological and social factors that influence 
learning and memory. 
Areas of Study 

• How does the nervous system enable psychological functioning? 
• How do people learn and remember? 

 UNIT 4  
How is wellbeing developed and maintained? 
Consciousness and mental health are two of many psychological 
constructs that can be explored by studying the relationship between 
the mind, brain and behaviour.  In this unit students examine the 
nature of consciousness and how changes in levels of consciousness 
can affect mental processes and behaviour.  They consider the role of 
sleep and the impact that sleep disturbances may have on a person’s 
functioning. Students explore the concept of mental health 
continuum and apply a biopsychosocial approach, as a scientific 
model, to analyse mental health and disorder.  They use specific 
phobia to illustrate how the development and management of a 
mental disorder can be considered as an interaction between 
biological, psychological and social factors.  Student examine the 
contribution that classical and contemporary research has made to 
the understanding of consciousness, including sleep, and the 
development of an individual’s mental functioning and wellbeing.  
Areas of Study 

• How do levels of consciousness affect mental processes 
and behaviour?  

• What influences mental well-being? 
• Practical investigation.   

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
   Unit 3 coursework   20% 

    Unit 4 coursework   20% 
    Written examination (November) 60% 
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Studio Arts 

Introduction 
VCE Studio Arts encourages and supports students to recognise their individual potential as artists and develop 
their understanding and development of art making. It broadens their understanding of, and ability to engage 
with, artworks. It equips students with the knowledge and skills to pursue an art studio practice and follow 
tertiary and industry pathways in fine art, research and education. The study also offers students opportunities 
for personal development and encourages them to make an ongoing contribution to society and the culture of 
their community through lifelong participation in the making and viewing of artworks. 
 
Aims of the Subject  
This study is designed to enable students to  

• express themselves creatively through art making and come to understand how to support and sustain 
their art practice 

• develop an individual studio process, and practise and refine specialised skills appropriate to particular 
art forms and media selected for art making 

• analyse and draw inspiration from the ways in which artists apply studio processes in the production of 
their individual artworks 

• develop an understanding of historical and cultural contexts in the production and analysis of artworks 
• develop and apply skills in visual analysis, including the use of appropriate terminology in relation to 

their own artwork and artists studied 
• Introduction VCE Studio Arts 2017–2021 
• extend their understanding of the roles and methods involved in the presentation of artworks in a range 

of gallery and exhibition spaces 
• Develop an understanding of professional art practices related to the exhibition of artworks to an 

audience, including the roles and methods involved in the presentation of artworks in a range of gallery 
and exhibition spaces.  

 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

UNIT 1 
Studio inspiration and techniques 
In this unit students focus on developing an individual understanding of 
the stages of studio practice and learn how to explore, develop, refine, 
resolve and present artworks. Students explore sources of inspiration, 
research artistic influences, develop individual ideas and explore a range 
of materials and techniques related to specific art forms. Using 
documented evidence in a visual diary, students progressively refine and 
resolve their skills to communicate ideas in artworks. Students also 
research and analyse the ways in which artists from different times and 
cultures have developed their studio practice to interpret and express 
ideas, source inspiration and apply materials and techniques in artworks. 
The exhibition of artworks is integral to Unit 1 and students are 
encouraged to visit a variety of exhibition spaces throughout the unit, 
reflect on the different environments and examine how artworks are 
presented to an audience. 

 UNIT 2 
Studio exploration and concepts 
In this unit students focus on establishing and using a studio practice to 
produce artworks. The studio practice includes the formulation and use 
of an individual approach to documenting sources of inspiration, and 
experimentation with selected materials and techniques relevant to 
specific art forms. Students explore and develop ideas and subject 
matter, create aesthetic qualities and record the development of the 
work in a visual diary as part of the studio process. Through the study of 
art movements and styles, students begin to understand the use of 
other artists’ work in the making of new artworks. Students also develop 
skills in the visual analysis of artworks. Artworks made by artists from 
different times and cultures are analysed to understand developments 
in studio practice. Using a range of art periods, movements or styles, 
students develop a broader knowledge about the history of art. Analysis 
is used to understand the artists’ ideas and how they have created 
aesthetic qualities and subject matter. Comparisons of contemporary 
art with historical art styles and movements should be encouraged. The 
exhibition of artworks is integral to Unit 2 and students are encouraged 
to visit a variety of exhibition spaces throughout the unit, reflect on the 
different environments and examine how artworks are presented to an 
audience. 



55 
Assessment 

• An Exploration Proposal 
• A Work Plan 
• A Visual Diary 
• Art forms 
• Potential Directions 
• Presentation of final Artwork/s 

 
Students who are interested in taking one of these VCE studies in Year 
10 must apply using the Expression of Interest form. Please note there 
are only a few places available, and only very able students with a clear 
record of very high achievement, good organisation and a regular 
commitment to their homework will be considered. 

  

UNIT 3 
Studio Production and Professional Art Practices 
Students undertaking Studio Arts Unit 3 in Year 12 will investigate sources 
of inspiration for their own art practice and develop skills in exploring their 
individual ideas and determining their own artistic goals. 
Areas of Study 
Exploration proposal  
Design process 
Professional art practices and styles 
Assessment Tasks 
Folio of artwork 
Research Project 
Theory 
Research 
Visual Arts diary (Workbook) 
Short answer questions 
Development work 
Examination (written) 

 

 UNIT 4 
Studio Production and Art Industry Contexts 
As they develop focused ways of producing completed work in this unit, 
students will produce a cohesive folio of finished artwork. Students will 
also gain an understanding of contemporary artists’ involvement in the 
art industry through looking at current issues in professional practice, 
and the conservation of artworks and their presentation to an audience. 
Areas of Study 
Folio of artworks  
Folio, reflection and evaluation 
Art industry contexts 
Assessment Tasks 
School Assessed Tasks 
A Folio of finished artwork 
Theory 
Research 
Visual Arts diary (Workbook) 
Short answer questions 
Development work 
Examination (written) 
Externally assessed examination 
 

Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
    School assessed Task 1   33% 
    School assessed Task 2   33% 
    Written examination  (November) 34% 
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Visual Communication and Design 
Aims: This study enables students to:  

• develop and apply drawing skills using a range of techniques  

• develop design thinking  

• develop a range of skills in selecting and applying media, materials and manual and digital 
methods to support design processes  

• apply a design process to create visual communications  

• understand how key design elements, design principles, media, materials and manual and 
digital methods contribute to the creation of their own visual language Introduction VCE Visual 
Communication Design 2018–2022   

• develop a capacity to undertake ongoing design thinking while conceiving, communicating and 
presenting ideas  

• understand how historical, social, cultural, environmental, legal, ethical and contemporary 
factors influence visual communications. Structure  

• The study is made up of four units.  

Unit 1 

This unit focuses on using visual language to communicate messages, ideas and concepts. This involves 
acquiring and applying design thinking skills as well as drawing skills to create messages, ideas and 
concepts, both visible and tangible. Students practise their ability to draw what they observe and they 
use visualisation drawing methods to explore their own ideas and concepts. Students develop an 
understanding of the importance of presentation drawings to clearly communicate their final visual 
communications. Through experimentation and exploration of the relationship between design 
elements and design principles, students develop an understanding of how they affect the visual 
message and the way information and ideas are read and perceived. Students review the contextual 
background of visual communication through an investigation of design styles. This research introduces 
students to the broader context of the place and purpose of design. Students are introduced to the 
importance of copyright and intellectual property and the conventions for acknowledging sources of 
inspiration. In this unit students are introduced to four stages of the design process: research, 
generation of ideas, development of concepts and refinement of visual communications. 

Introduction to visual communication design  

Areas of Study for each Unit 

• Drawing as a means of communication 
• Design elements and design principles 
• Visual communications in context 
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Unit 2 

Applications of visual communication within design fields  

This unit focuses on the application of visual communication design knowledge, design thinking and drawing 
methods to create visual communications to meet specific purposes in designated design fields. Students use 
presentation drawing methods that incorporate the use of technical drawing conventions to communicate 
information and ideas associated with the environmental or industrial fields of design. They also investigate how 
typography and imagery are used in these fields as well as the communication field of design. They apply design 
thinking skills when exploring ways in which images and type can be manipulated to communicate ideas and 
concepts in different ways in the communication design field. Students develop an understanding of the design 
process detailed on pages 10 and 11 as a means of organising their thinking about approaches to solving design 
problems and presenting ideas. In response to a brief, students engage in the stages of research, generation of 
ideas and development and refinement of concepts to create visual communications. 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

• Technical drawing in context 
• Type and imagery in context 
• Applying the design process 

Unit 3  

Visual communication design practices 

In this unit students gain an understanding of the process designers employ to structure their thinking and 
communicate ideas with clients, target audiences, other designers and specialists. Through practical 
investigation and analysis of existing visual communications, students gain insight into how the selection of 
methods, media and materials, and the application of design elements and design principles, can create effective 
visual communications for specific audiences and purposes. They investigate and experiment with the use of 
manual and digital methods, media and materials to make informed decisions when selecting suitable 
approaches for the development of their own design ideas and concepts. Students use their research and 
analysis of the process of visual communication designers to support the development of their own designs. 
They establish a brief for a client and apply design thinking through the design process. They identify and 
describe a client, two distinctly different needs of that client, and the purpose, target audience, context and 
constraints relevant to each need. Design from a variety of historical and contemporary design fields is 
considered by students to provide directions, themes or starting points for investigation and inspiration for their 
own work. Students use observational and visualisation drawings to generate a wide range of design ideas and 
apply design thinking strategies to organise and evaluate their ideas. The brief and research underpin the 
developmental and refinement work undertaken in Unit 4. 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

• Analysis and practice in context 
• Design industry practice 
• Developing a brief and generating ideas 
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Unit 4 

Visual communication design development, evaluation and presentation  

The focus of this unit is on the development of design concepts and two final presentations of visual 
communications to meet the requirements of the brief. This involves applying the design process twice to meet 
each of the stated communication needs. Having completed their brief and generated ideas in Unit 3, students 
continue the design process by developing and refining concepts for each communication need stated in the 
brief. They utilise a range of digital and manual two- and three-dimensional methods, media and materials. They 
investigate how the application of design elements and design principles creates different communication 
messages and conveys ideas to the target audience. As students revisit stages to undertake further research or 
idea generation when developing and presenting their design solutions, they develop an understanding of the 
iterative nature of the design process. Ongoing reflection and evaluation of design solutions against the brief 
assists students with keeping their endeavours focused. 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

• Development, refinement and evaluation 
• Final presentations 

Unit 3 & 4 Assessment Details 

Contribution to final assessment: 

• School-assessed Coursework for Unit 3 will contribute 25 per cent to the study score. 
• The School-assessed Task for Units 3 and 4 will contribute 40 per cent to the study score. 
• The level of achievement for Units 3 and 4 is also assessed by an end-of-year external examination. The 

examination will contribute 35 per cent. 
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Religion and Society  
Introduction 
 
VCE Religion and Society enables students to understand the complex interactions between religion and society 
over time. Religion has played and continues to play a significant role in the development and maintenance of 
society. Students come to appreciate that religion can be a positive force of power, authority and justice. 
The study of religion and society can assist students in reaching a deeper, balanced understanding of societies 
and cultures in which multiple worldviews coexist. Students explore how such societies and their religious 
traditions negotiate significant ethical issues. Religious traditions offer value systems that guide their 
interactions with society and influence society’s decision making. This study offers an insight into the religious 
beliefs and other aspects of religion that express these value systems. Students study the role of religions in 
supporting adherents to grapple with the big questions of human existence and to respond to significant life 
experiences. 
 
Course Outline 
 
Unit 1: The Role of Religion in Society 

• The nature and purpose of religion. 
• Religion through the ages. 
• Religion in Australia. 

 
Unit 2: Religion and Ethics 

• Ethical decision-making and moral judgement. 
• Religion and ethics. 
• Ethical issues and society. 

 
Unit 3: The Search for Meaning 

• Responding to the search for meaning. 
• Expressing meaning. 
• Significant life experience, religious beliefs and faith. 

 
Unit 4: Religion, Challenge and Change 

• Challenge and response. 
• Interaction of religion and society. 
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VET 
Vocational Education and Training (VET) offers students the opportunity to combine their VCE studies with 
vocational training. It is also a compulsory part of the VCAL program. At PVCC, three courses are offered onsite: 

• VET Music 
• VET Sport and Recreation (second year may be completed at NCAT-Northern College of the Arts) 

 

Whilst the first two courses are usually commenced at Year 10, it is possible for them to be commenced in Year 
11 instead (provided class caps have not been reached).  
 

PVCC students are also able to arrange VET participation through the Northern Melbourne VET Cluster (NMVC). 
The NMVC is a consortium of secondary schools that have joined forces to improve the provision of VET 
programs in the Northern Region of Melbourne. 
 

This enables: 
• The sharing of resources and ideas in the organisation of VET programs; 
• Small numbers of students from individual schools to access VET programs.  

 

The Cluster collaborates with employers, industry and TAFE Colleges. Registered Training Organisations (RTOs) 
are responsible for the delivery, assessment and certification of VET qualifications.  
 

All NMVC VET programs will hold an Information Enrolment Evening early in Term 4. 

Features of VET 
• It is an accredited program (usually over two years). 
• It enables students to complete a nationally recognised vocational qualification and a senior secondary 

certificate (VCE) at the same time. 
• It allows students to go directly into employment or receive credit towards further study. 
• It focuses on students developing industry specific and workplace skills. 
• It is a vocationally oriented school program designed to meet the needs of industry. 

 

Some of the certificate courses that PVCC students have previously undertaken include:  
 

Certificate II in Agriculture 
Certificate II in Automotive 
Certificate II in Retail Make-up and Skincare 
Certificate II in Building and Construction  
Certificate II in Business 
Certificate II in Community Services 
Certificate II in Dance 
Certificate III in Digital Media 
Certificate II in Electro-technology 
Certificate II in Equine Industry 
Certificate II in Furnishings 
Certificate II in Hairdressing 
Certificate II & III in Hospitality 
Certificate II in Hospitality (Kitchen Operations) 
Certificate III in Music (Technical Production) 
Certificate III in Musical Instrument Making and Repairs 
Certificate II in Outdoor Recreation 

 
Please see the NMVC Handbook for a comprehensive list of Certificate Courses available through the VET 
Cluster. 
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Music (VCE VET) 
CUS30109 Certificate III in Music 
Certificate III in Music provides students with the opportunity to apply a broad range of knowledge and skills in 
varied work contexts in the music industry. With additional training and expertise, potential employment 
outcomes may include band member, songwriter, arranger, promoter, studio teacher and performer. The total 
number of units required for this qualification is 14, including three compulsory and five elective subjects from 
Units 1 and 2, and five compulsory subjects from Units 3 and 4. While the course focuses largely on the popular 
music industry, it is completely appropriate and relevant for students with a classical or jazz orientation, and for 
those who plan to use their musical gifts for God’s ministry. 
 

Areas of Study for each Unit 

Units 1 and 2 
Core 
CUFCMP301A Implement Copyright Arrangements 20 
CUSIND301B Work Effectively in the Music Industry 35 
CUSOHS301A Follow Occupational Health and Safety Procedures 10 
 
Electives 
CUSMLT303A Notate Music 40 
CUSMPF202A Incorporate Music Technology in Performance 35 
CUSMPF302A Prepare for Performances 35 
CUSMPF304A Make a Music Demo 40 
CUSSOU201A Assist with Sound Recordings 35 
Nominal Hours   250 
 
Units 3 and 4 
Core 
CUSMPF301A  Develop technical skills in performance  20  
CUSMPF305A  Develop improvisation skills  35 
CUSMLT301A Apply knowledge of genre to music making  40 
CUSMPF402A Develop and maintain stagecraft skills      70 
 
One of the following 
CUSMPF404A  Perform music as part of a group   OR  70 
CUSMPF406A   Perform music as a soloist  70 
Nominal Hours   235 
 

 
Units 3 & 4 Assessment Details 
Units 3 and 4 coursework   50% 

    Written examination  (November)  50% 
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VET Sport and Recreation – Cert III 

Introduction 
The Certificate III in Sport and Recreation course at PVCC is a two-year course (it must be chosen for both semesters. This 
course aims to provide specific skills and knowledge in the areas of sport and recreation, leadership and specialist 
activities developed through theory and practical sessions. 

 Provide participants with the knowledge and skills to achieve competencies that will enhance their  
employment prospects in the sport and recreation or related industries 

 Enable participants to gain a recognised credential and to make a more informed choice of vocation or 
career path. 

 Possible employment outcomes may include support in the provision of sport and recreation programs, 
grounds and facilities maintenance and working in the service industry in locations such as a fitness centre, 
outdoor sporting ground or aquatic centres. 

 Students will participate in a variety of units covering sports training, sports coaching, basketball skills, 
netball skills, football skills and will learn about how the body reacts to exercise. 

Course Outline 
The full Certificate III is a two-year program. Units 1 and 2 will be offered at PVCC for Year 10 and Year 11 in 2021. 
Depending on numbers, Units 3 and 4 may be offered in 2022 at PVCC. If numbers are not above 7 for Unit 3, students 
may consider completing the Certificate by undertaking Units 3 and 4 at a local VET provider (NCAT) during Year 11 or 
Year 12. Units 3 and 4 sequence can offer a scored assessment and contribute to the ATAR. It is strongly recommended 
that students undertake a minimum of 40 hours work placement each year. 

SIS30115 Certificate III  in Sport and Recreation - Units 1 and 2 
Units of Competency: 

 

SISXEMR001  Respond to emergency situations 

HLTAID003  Provide First Aid 
ICTWEB201  Use social media tools for collaboration and Engagement 
SISSPAR009  Participate in conditioning for sport 
SISSPAR004  Book athlete travel and accommodation 
BSBWOR301  Organise personal work priorities and development 

SISXIND006  Conduct sport, fitness or recreation events 
SISXCCS001 Provide quality service 

 SISXCAI003 Conduct non-instructional sport, fitness or recreation events 
HLTWHS001 Participate in workplace health and safety 

Nominal Hours for Units 1 and 2  
Elective Units: 

Minimum of two electives (minimum 30 hours) 

SISXIND006  Conduct sport, fitness or recreation events     

SISSSOF101  Develop and update officiating knowledge      
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Assessment 
Assessment is linked to the learning outcomes of each module and is designed to be competency based. Some 
competencies are assessed in the classroom, but others require work-place or simulated work-place assessment.  
Assessment could be through: 

 Observation 
 Demonstration and questioning 
 Pen and paper tests 
 Projects 

       Simulations (computer or role- playing) 
 Portfolios 
      Computer based assessment
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Selecting a VCE Course at Year 11 
1. Before choosing individual studies it is advised that students carefully consider the prerequisites for 

tertiary courses of interest as outlined in the VTAC Guide or VICTER. 
 
2. English Units 1 and 2 are compulsory. 
 
3. Year 11 students at PVCC are required to choose 6 studies (i.e. 5 Unit 1&2 pairs in addition to English). 

At Year 11, we have access to the Northern Melbourne VET Cluster. Students may choose a VET Course 
as one of their 6 subjects (indicate on the grid if VET is one of your selections). 

 
4. It is strongly recommended that all students take great care when selecting their mathematics study 

and should take serious note of the recommendations of the Mathematics Department. 
 
5. Other units need to be chosen with any pre-requisites for further study or work in mind.  

In almost all cases Year 12 studies will be a continuation of those chosen in Year 11, so choose carefully. 
 
6. Year 12 students will attempt only 5 Unit 3 and 4 sequences, due to the high work load involved with 

School Assessed Coursework (SAC’s). 
 
7. This document outlines the content for the VCE units being offered at the College. PVCC reserves the 

right to withdraw units if there is insufficient demand for them. 
 
8. Subject selection will be confirmed (and adjusted if necessary) in light of the end of year examination 

results. This particularly affects Mathematics, Sciences and Literature. 
 

Once the provisional timetable has been drawn up, students may find that certain combinations of units are 
impossible. However, all pathways and reasonable course combinations can be considered. 
 

You may use this grid for drafting and brainstorming. 
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Selecting a VCAL Course at Year 11 
 

1. Literacy Stand is incorporated into the VCAL course. 
 
2. The Numeracy Strand can be met by taking VCE Foundation Mathematics at Year 10 or 11, is 

incorporated into the VCAL course. 
 
3. The Industry Skills Strand is satisfied by undertaking a VET Course.  
 
4. The Work Related Skills Strand requires a Work Placement (As part of the VET course) or it can be fulfilled 

by a student’s Part Time Work or Apprenticeship/Traineeship.  
 
5. The Personal Development Skills Strand is a subject conducted at school but requires the student to 

undertake an activity or project to demonstrate teamwork skills and self-confidence. 
 
6. A separate VCAL Application Form must also be completed before a student’s program is accepted. 

 
 

You may use this grid for drafting and brainstorming. 
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PVCC Readiness for VCE Checklist 
 
The teachers of PVCC have created the following checklist as a basis for determining the suitability of students 
for VCE. In doing so we recognise that VCE is an academic course requiring significant time commitment and 
diligence on the part of the student. PVCC is also prepared to, where feasible, accommodate the needs of 
students for whom a full VCE course is not appropriate. Apart from these special arrangements, all PVCC 
senior students need to be able to meet the following requirements. 
 
In order to be “VCE ready” a student by the end of Year 10 should: 
 
 be a positive role model for younger students in their behaviour 

 need little or no discipline 

 wear the College uniform correctly 

 obey all College rules 

 move around the College in a quiet and respectful manner 

 treat all members of the community with respect and good manners 

 be punctual 

 come prepared to class with all required materials 

 enter the classroom ready to work and prepare for work without prompting 

 settle to tasks quickly without being asked 

 listen in class and take notes where appropriate 

 not engage in personal conversations in class 

 not interrupt the learning of others 

 participate in positive relationships with staff 

 recognise when they require assistance with their work 

 seek advice outside of class time when difficulties arise 

 spend at least one hour EVERY night on homework whether set or not 

 be self-disciplined regarding homework tasks 

 submit all work on time 

 recognise the intrinsic value of all work not just tasks to be marked 

 be prepared to organise time well to ensure a good life/work balance 

 make a personal commitment to learning 

 recognise the main function of the College as education 

 recognise that talents are the gifts of God and should be respected 

 seek to use their talents to their full capacity 

 
 
Student: ________________________________   Signature: ___________________________ 
 
 
Parent: _________________________________   Signature: ___________________________ 

Please bring this page to your interview 
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School Assed Coursework Cover Sheet 
 

SAC DETAILS 
 

SAC Date:………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
SAC Type:………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Marks allocated:……………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
Time allocated:……………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
Outcome/key knowledge covered:………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
 
Authentication declaration 
 
I, ………………………………………………………………………. declare that the work 
submitted is genuinely my own work. I have not included work completed by 
another person and have had no access to any unauthorised materials in the 
completion of this task. 
 
 
Student signature:………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
 
 
*SAC results are subject to moderation by VCAA. 
 
 
 
 



5 

 
 
 

 

 

 

                          Secondary school Years 9-12 subject change procedure 

 

Step 1: The student meets with the Year Level Co-ordinator and asks for the Change of Subject Form. This 
must occur in the first 4 weeks of the Semester. 

a. The Year Level Co-ordinator conducts an initial interview with the student and communicates with 
parents if needed. Year Level Co-ordinators, parents/guardians and teachers are encouraged to 
comment on the Change of Subjects form in relation to the application, even in cases where pre-
approval is not granted.  

b. If the student wishes to change out of a core subject (including sport) or simply wishing to swap 
between classes of the same subject they are told that this is not an option. There is the option of an 
appeal (h) 

c. For subjects that are streamed the Year Level Co-ordinator should discuss the change of stream with 
the KLA Leader before pre-approving the change 

d. If the student is seeking to change electives or streams, the Year Level Co-ordinator and the student 
complete section A of the Change of Subject Form, considering the needs of the student and reasons 
for the change. The Year Level Co-ordinator can then grant pre-approval if appropriate. 

e.  In the case of VCE, all changes must be made prior to VCAA deadlines and the Year Level Co-
ordinators should ensure that students have the correct number of units and have considered future 
pathways for the student prior to granting pre approval. 

f.  If a VCE student wishes to drop a subject leaving them doing fewer units/subjects than the school 
prescribes or wishes to drop sport in year 10 or 11 they should be informed that this is not an option.  
There is the option of an appeal (h) 

g. If a student in year 11 wishes to change into a unit 3 and 4 sequence or a student in year 10 wishes 
to change into a unit 1 and 2 sequence the normal procedure for students applying for accelerated 
entry into these programs must be followed.  

h. The student may make an appeal (by submitting the Change of Subject Form without pre-approval 
from the co-ordinator) to the Head of Teaching and Learning who will only consider the application 
in exceptional circumstances in conjunction of the Head of Sub-school. Examples of exceptional 
circumstances may include advice from a medical practitioner. 
 

Step 2: The student then collects signatures from guardian/parent and the relevant subject teachers in a 
timely fashion. 

a. The student is responsible for collecting all signatures (parent/guardian and teachers) and  giving the  
completed form to the Head of Teaching and Learning, in a timely fashion (2 school days) 
 

Step 3: The Head of Teaching and Learning will consider the application and if approved, inform the 
Timetabler and VASS Administrator of the change. 
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