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When I started teaching in 1981 the first
personal computer was introduced to my
school. I was the young computer gun on the
staff and was very involved in the integration
of computers into each of the schools in
which I worked. When I went to professional
development days, I would ask older wiser
coordinators what we should be doing with

our one computer. It was exciting because it
could play rudimentary games and could be
programmed using the basic language. No
one was sure exactly what to do with the
computers, but everyone agreed that it was
important to have them and that one day
computers would change the way we do
school.
For nearly 40 years we educators have been
talking about computers being a major
disruptive influence on education.
In 2019 the vast majority of schools used
computers as electronic notebooks,
electronic textbooks and a personal research
library. In other words, they did all the same

“I know what I’m
doing. I have it all
planned out plans to take
care of you, not
abandon you,
plans to give you
the future you
hope for.”

Jeremiah 29:11

things I did when I was a student but in a faster and more convenient
way. In 40 years, computers have not changed mainstream education
in any significant way.
In 2020, a virus forced us all to make unprecedented changes. (Sorry, I
had to use the favourite word of the year). Some students have really
benefited from working remotely. Others did not like it at all. At
Plenty Valley Christian College, we are asking ourselves what are the
good innovations we should keep to improve education for all? At the
same time, we don’t want to lose the important elements of
education that are valuable for academic and physical development
and interpersonal skills and character development.
When Israel was in exile in Babylon the people could not understand
why the Lord let bad things happen to them. They were encouraged
with these words from the Lord, “I know what I’m doing. I have it all
planned out—plans to take care of you, not
abandon you, plans to give you the future you
hope for.” God always has good plans and good
changes for us. We often need to step outside
our comfort zone to attain the good.
John Metcalfe - Principal
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Students Returning to
Classrooms

Friday,
22 May
Student &

We are looking forward to welcoming back

Staff Free

our Prep - Year 2, VCE & VCAL students on

Day

Tuesday, 26 May.
School starting times remain the same.

------------------

Changes to finish times for the time being, to

Monday,

ensure parents can leave the property quickly

25 May

where they can:


Plenty Kids sessions finish at 3:15 pm but

Student Free

children may be collected between 3:10

Day

and 3:15 pm to aid social distancing


Early Years finish at 3:10pm



Junior Years – 3:10pm



Middle Years & Senior Years – 3:20pm

-----------------Tuesday,
26 May

Where parents need to do school pick up, this

Prep - Year 2,

will need to be done safely, which means

VCE &

adults should stay in their cars (except if your

VCAL

child needs help getting a school bag into the

students

car).

return to

For Early Years, we are developing a special,

classroom

supervised, safe drop off and pick up behind

teaching

the EY building (more details to follow), and
for everyone else, we are going to trial using
the same pick up as normal, but with parents
staying in cars.
Buses will run from Tuesday; there may be
some adjustments to bus routes. Any changes
will be communicated to you.
The canteen will offer a limited menu of preprepared food for safety. The Early Years
canteen will also be open on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
It is essential that ALL students bring their
own drink bottle to school as no drinking
fountains will be available.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
If you’d like to check out our YouTube channel,
you can hear answers to your most frequently
asked questions in short, 3 minute grabs. You’ll
find them here:

Q & A Part 1
Q & A Part 2
Q & A Part 3
Q & A Part 4
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NEWS FROM SECONDARY SPORT
It’s great that there is light at the end of the tunnel in terms of a
return to school!
Looking forward to seeing everyone again in real person!
KEEP UP YOUR EXERCISE!
In the meantime it is important to keep your steps up and engage in
at least some form of physical activity every day so please keep at it!
Here are the two latest issues of our Sports Newsletter with plenty
of suggestions for both a mental and physical break from your
screen time.

Sports Newsletter Issue 5
Sports Newsletter Issue 6
There is also a free online soccer program with training videos & tips
separately offered for girls & boys via the Zoom platform. See the
flyer here!
SPORT AFTERNOONS WHEN SCHOOL RETURNS
As we make the transition back to onsite learning I was hoping to
clarify a number of questions regarding sport afternoons at school.


Sport will continue to be offered remotely via Teams until all
students have returned to school on 9 June.



Sport will then be compulsory for



Senior students starting on Wednesday 10 June (all Year 10 & 11
students who are timetabled for sport and optional for those
keen Year 12’s)



All Year 8/9 students from Thursday 11 June



All Year 7 students from Monday 15 June



Our interschool sporting association EISM has sent out proposed
revised winter fixtures for Term 3 so sport time for all year levels
will be utilised for team selection in preparation for competition
early next term. Modified rules and procedures for selection/
trainings and sanitisation of equipment etc. will be in place to
minimise risk of infection.



The resumption of EISM sport competition is obviously dependent on restrictions being relaxed and schools being back to
normal in terms of interschool matches taking place from the
start of next term. This would include considerations around bus
travel, access to indoor venues etc.



The revised fixtures involve a shortened winter fixture for Years
10 -12 on Wednesdays and Year 8/9 students on Thursdays
which would run as a 7 week draw in Term 3 (rather than the
usual longer winter fixture that would normally span Terms 2 &
3). It also means that matches would go later into Term 3 than
usual and training sessions for the Term 4 summer sports would
be pushed back a few weeks.
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The usual winter sports will be contested in Term 3 for Year 8/9
and Years 10 -12. (Girls – netball/hockey/basketball/Table Tennis.
Boys – football/soccer/basketball/Table Tennis)



The stand-alone Year 7 Term 3 season on Mondays stays as previously planned as it remains relatively unaffected. (Girls – netball/
hockey. Boys – football/volleyball. Mixed – Table Tennis)

As no drinking fountains will be available at school for hygiene reasons, ALL STUDENTS MUST BRING THEIR OWN DRINK BOTTLE to
school and this MUST be brought to sport.
It’s been awesome to see the many and varied exercise routines that
students & families have been undertaking at home!
Stay safe and active!
Helen Padget
Head of Secondary Sport

FROM THE CAREERS OFFICE
The Careers Newsletter will be available fortnightly with lots of
important information on courses, events and opportunities for
career exploration as well as important dates for VCE students.
This week’s newsletter has information on upcoming online
events, industry employment trends and helpful career and course
links.
Also the Year 10 students have now completed the Morrisby
Career Testing and will receive their results next week in their
Work Studies classes. Please let me know if you have any queries
about any of this information.
I can be contacted at : helen.madden@pvcc.vic.edu.au
Our Careers website has a wide range of information for all ages
and stages in the career journey. Find it at:
www.careers.pvcc.vic.edu.au
I am more than happy to assist students and parents.
Helen Madden - Careers Practitioner/VET Coordinator

Careers Newsletter Issue 4
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Uniform Shop
The uniform shop will reopen on Friday 22nd May. Our hours on that
day will be 10:00am – 4:00pm.
We will also be open on Saturday 23rd May from 9:00am – 12:30pm
and APPOINTMENTS ONLY between 1:00 pm and 4:00pm.
Appointments for the Saturday afternoon can be booked by calling
us on Friday 22nd May on 9036 7354.
PAYMENTS
If at all possible, we would appreciate payment by card instead of
cash.

WEB ORDERS
We can still post these to you (postal charge applicable) or you can
do a web order on CLICK AND COLLECT. The CLICK AND COLLECT
Web orders can be collected from the ELC . We will message you on
your mobile to let you know when your web order is ready for
collection. Please do not message us back as this is only a notification service.
SOCIAL DISTANCING AND HAND SANITISING
Hand sanitiser must be used as you enter and exit the store.

We now have a limit of four(4) customers at one time in the store
and only 2 change rooms in operation. NO SELF SERVICE PLEASE, we
are more than happy to pick whatever you need. Please wait
outside of the uniform shop until you are called. There will not be a
numbering system in place .
One (1) customer equal: 1 adult Or 1 student Or 1 baby Or 1 toddler
Parents, if possible please bring only the student who needs to
purchase uniform into the shop.
We thank you all for your understanding and patience.

Lydia and Cheryl
Please go to www.bobstewart.com.au to place your order.
The uniform price list and policy are available on the College website
Our direct number is: 9036 7354
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CAMP AUSTRALIA

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL CARE IS OPEN
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISEMENTS
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