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COMING UP
---------------------------Thursday
12 December 2019
Secondary Students
Activity Day
---------------------------Thursday
12 December 2019
Students Finish Term 4
@ 3:20pm
---------------------------Friday
13 December 2019
Staff Finish
Student Free Day
---------------------------Tuesday-Thursday
28-30 January 2020
Year 12 Camp
---------------------------Wednesday
29 January 2020
College Dedication
Service - 9am
---------------------------Wednesday
29 January 2020
All Teaching Staff
Commence
---------------------------Monday
3 February 2020
All Students Commence
---------------------------Monday
2 February 2020
New Parents Morning Tea
---------------------------Tuesday
4 February 2020
College Photo Day
---------------------------Wednesday
5 February 2020
NO PREPS
---------------------------Thursday
6 February 2020
Primary Meet the
Teachers

11 December 2019

EDITORIAL
Jesus is the Reason for the Season
It works better in the US because we don’t refer to Christmas as “the Season”.
Us Aussies are more likely to call it “Chrissy”. We put on our shorts and tee
shirts and heat up the “barbie” while watching backyard cricket and looking
for a cool drink. The cold of the Northern Hemisphere winter and the hope of
a white Christmas is far, far from our minds.
We do family and we do presents, and we eat too much. Maybe some will
drink too much as well.
Of course, all that food, drink and presents don’t just appear there is
planning, shopping, decorating, searching for that just-right gift, cleaning the
house and yard for guests, maxing out the credit card and then the big clean
up after. Sometimes in the craziness of the season we forget why we give
gifts.
Wise men from the East bought gifts to present to the greatest gift. Jesus gave
himself as a gift so that a “great light would shine in the darkness” for us all.
To bring “great joy” into a world that is consumed by trying to obtain our happiness in accumulating stuff. He stepped down from being God to be with us.
As we enjoy our Christmas spare a thought for the baby in the feed trough,
born in the shed out the back of a motel so that we
could see what real life was all about and be saved
from a culture that promises so much but constantly fails to deliver real contentment.
The old book says, “For God loved the world so
much that he gave His one and only Son so that
whoever believes in Him will not perish but have
eternal life.”
Have a blessed Christmas!
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Staff Movements
Our loved librarian Cathy Walsh will be moving to Donvale Christian College next year to head up their
primary library. This will be a great blessing for Donvale, and we wish Cathy all the best in that new
school.
Many of you will be aware that Monica Olivier has accepted a position at another school and so will finish
at Plenty Valley this year. Monica has been a stalwart of PVCC for many years and we will miss her greatly.
Late recruitment is an unfortunate aspect of the way schools work. We will be recruiting for the Library
position and leadership of Senior Sub-School next year to make sure we get the right people. In the meantime, we have capable staff who will step into roles in the interim and we have been blessed with enough
trained senior maths teachers keen to teach and support our senior students.
John Metcalfe
Principal

COMMUNITY NEWS

CAMP AUSTRALIA
Parent Information Leaflet
Bookings for Outside School Hours Care are
now open for 2020
So we can care for all students at your school, we do
recommend families register an account with Camp
Australia and always book in advance.
Why register? To attend our care, parents/guardians
must register their child with us by completing an
online enrolment form via our parent portal. It’s
very important that parents/guardians fill out all
compulsory enrolment documentation for their
child and notify us of any medical conditions, illnesses and other, to ensure the health and safety of all
children in our care.
Families can register for free at https://
pp.campaustralia.com.au/account/register-contacts
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PRIMARY NEWS
PRIMARY END OF YEAR ASSEMBLY
Please note a date change to the end of year final Primary assembly.
We welcome all families to attend the final primary school assembly for 2019 on Thursday December 12th
at 9am in the multi-purpose gym. At this assembly, we will be presenting our new 2020 leadership
team, acknowledging the contribution of our current leadership team, bid farewell to our Year 6 students
and will present our term awards.
We look forward to a great end of year celebration.

PRIMARY SPORT NEWS
Physical activity over the summer holidays!
Did you know that the recommended amount of physical activity is 60 minutes every day for children?
This can be broken up into smaller amounts throughout the day and should be moderate to vigorous
intensity (you can’t hold a conversation without being out of breath while doing the activity).
Meeting these guidelines has been shown to improve; memory, self-esteem, body confidence, happiness
levels and overall wellbeing. Unfortunately, a recent study showed that over the Summer holidays 80% of
children lose their physical fitness.
This is a great reminder to stay active over the upcoming Christmas season and holidays. There is also
research to show that children who have parent’s role model being regularly active are more likely to be
active themselves and be active when they become adults.
Some suggestions of ways you can be active everyday with your child/ren are:









Bike ride
Head to a local park or playground
Throwing a ball, frisbee or kicking a ball to someone
Skipping rope
Swimming pool or head to the beach
Go for a run or join your local Parkrun
Go Noodle for some dancing (online website)
Get outside and play!

Year 5/6 Summer Sport
Please see below results for each team and in brackets the player of the match:
Round 13: 22nd November v Apollo A - AWAY
Rounders – Lost (Sarah M)
Hot Shots Tennis Girls – Lost (Shaniya P)
Hot Shots Tennis Boys – Lost (Lewis N)
Cricket – Won (Sam C)
Basketball Girls – Won (Natasha W)
Basketball Boys – Lost (Lachlan S)
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Volleyball Girls – Lost (Gianna B)
Volleyball Boys – Lost (Isaac D)

Round 13: 29th November v Apollo B @ PVCC
Rounders – Lost (Sophie R)
Hot Shots Tennis Girls – Lost (Ava G)
Hot Shots Tennis Boys – Won (Josh Y)
Cricket – Won (Gus G)
Basketball Girls – Won (Gabby M)
Basketball Boys – Won (Jude A)
Volleyball Girls – Won (Jenna C)
Volleyball Boys – Won (Angus W)

SUMMER FINALS: 6th December
Rounders – finished 5th
Hot Shots Tennis Girls – finished 6th
Hot Shots Tennis Boys – 4th (Finn B)
Cricket – 3rd (Isaac M)
Basketball Girls – 4th (Olivia G & Shelby E)
Basketball Boys – 4th (Lachlan S)
Volleyball Girls – finished 5th
Volleyball Boys – 4th (Isaac D)

Sally Donaldson - Primary Physical Education & Sport Coordinator
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PREP NATIVITY PLAYS
The Prep Nativity Plays have all been beautifully performed. So many highlights: the 'traffic jams' on
stage as they headed off to Bethlehem, Joseph running off without taking his wife, inaudible verses with
super loud choruses( Such an amazing thing!) . But oh, so precious.
Well done to all these wonderful little people for telling us about the first Christmas.
Big thank you to our morning and afternoon tea helpers.
Enjoy the photos!
Bettina McMurray - Primary Music

FROM SECONDARY
NEWS FROM SECONDARY SPORT
YEAR 8/9 EISM Boys Indoor Cricket Premiers 2019 report
Well what a way to end the Indoor Cricket Season for Year 8/9 Sport.
The boys came in as underdogs and managed to come up with an excellent
bowling and fielding performance after a not so excellent batting performance.
After losing to Huntingtower last year, the boys were thrilled to get over the
line against them this year!
It’s been a pleasure to watch these boys play each week!
What an awesome group!
Final Score: 88-79
Best on ground: Ethan Vellu

YEAR 8/9 EISM BOYS’ HOCKEY PREMIERS 2019
Congratulations to our Year 8/9 boys’ hockey team on a 4-0 victory in the EISM Grand Final v arch rivals
Bialik College at Elgar Park Box Hill.
Plenty Valley and Bialik have contested the last few grand finals at this level in recent years and we were
always expecting a tough physical game. Our boys executed the game plan beautifully to score 2 goals in
each half.
Captain Jeremy A was awarded the MVP by the Bialik coach. We had 4 different goal scorers which underlines our team passing game.
The Plenty Valley defence held Bialik to only a couple of
goal shots that were ably dealt with by our keeper Ethan D.
Well done to all on a great season!
Goals - Jeremy A, Jack R, Dany E, Levi S.
Helen Padget (coach)

YEAR 8/9 EISM GIRLS’ SOFTBALL RUNNERS UP 2019
The Year 8/9 girl’s softball team had their grand final against Huntingtower on Thursday, November 28th.
In a thrilling game the girls came up short by only 1 run! Losing 9-10.
Well done to the girls and their efforts batting and out in the field. Player of the game went to Amy for her pitching
and a ripper catch that was hit back to her on the pitching plate.
Congratulations girls for making it to the final and many thanks to Sally Donaldson for coaching the team throughout the season!
Mathew Zammit (GF coach)

NATIONAL CHAMPION FROM YEAR 8!
Congratulations to Charlotte from Year 8 who over the weekend gained the gold
medal competing for Victoria in team karate!
Well done Charlotte you champ!!

URGENT COLLEGE SPORT TOPS RETURN
CAN ALL OUTSTANDING PVCC SPORT TOPS THAT WERE LENT OUT PLEASE BE RETURNED ASAP!
We are particularly short of basketball tops.
WANTED URGENTLY for 2020 - PVCC VOLLEYBALL UMPIRES
If anyone in our College community knows of a person with some experience in volleyball who many be
interested in a paid position umpiring our PVCC inter school VBall matches from 1.30 - 2.30pm on either a
Monday, Wednesday or Thursday (or all of them!) can you please let me know? Could suit a uni student,
part time/shift worker or retiree.
Helen Padget
Head of Secondary Sport
helen.padget@pvcc.vic.edu.au

Technology Challenge
This year I had the privilege to attend the International Transforming Education Conference for Christian schools,
with several other PVCC staff in the July holidays. While there, I was challenged by Chris Parker’s presentation on
what technology is doing to us as individuals and a society.
I shared his ideas with our staff and students in semester two, both in assemblies and weekly reminders in morning
notices on SEQTA. Some of these notices have been reproduced below, to help support you in your parenting of children in a digital age. It’s a challenge, but we’re in this together as a community and with God’s help. The latest information also helps.
According to researchers, we are reducing our ability to think, imagine and remember, due to our increased use of
technology. The more time we spend on our devices scrolling through vast amounts of information, the less we
are able to think critically or creatively and remember detailed information. We are actively training our brains to
discard information. Do you want to improve your brain's powers? Take the challenge to spend less time on your
phones this week.

Social media promotes the lie that everyone is happy. It is does not promote telling the truth. Increasingly,
people are putting more energy into creating the perfect online identity, rather than improving their real
identity. But actually, God sees who we really are and cares about how we live, feel and think. How you live
matters. The number of likes you have doesn’t. If you do use social media (and remember you don’t have to)
challenge yourself to be more honest. Ask yourself: am I posting this to make me look good or to encourage
others? Will this make others feel worse about themselves or better? Your actions matter.
How many of you have messaged when you should have rung, or spoken to someone face to face?
We’ve all done it and psychologists report a breakdown of the ability to relate properly to fellow people
in society. Our ability to empathise with others has reduced and our ability to care only about ourselves, or be narcissistic, is on the increase. Jesus tells us to love our neighbours as ourselves. How real
your connections are with others? The way we care for others matters. How often are you on your
phone when you are with others? At lunchtime at school? When out with friends or family? What
message are you sending to them? Take the challenge to put the phone down and really talk or listen
to someone this week.

Experts report that the ability to empathise with others is being reduced across society, particularly in younger people.
There is a noted increase of intolerance for difference amongst our society. We need to make sure we talk to people and
hear their stories, particularly stories of people who live different lives to us, have different views or come from different
cultures. Having conversations with others builds empathy. In contrast, in our online lives, algorithms ensure that we are
surrounded with information we agree with and our bias is always confirmed and not challenged. This lowers our ability to
empathise with others. Jesus challenged us to love our neighbour as ourselves. We can’t do that without empathy. Have
some conversations this week where you actively listen to someone else’s story. Go on, do it.
If you are interested in reading more, Chris Parker’s book The Frog and the Fish is a great read. Blessings upon
your parenting.
Kate Rees
Secondary English and Literature Teacher

CAREERS NEWS
Dates to Diarise
VET Students – All VET classes will begin on the first week back – the week of 3rd February 2020 unless
specified by the VET provider. Please ensure students are aware of their VET Host School and the day and
times of their classes.
VCE Parent Information evening – Thursday 6th February, 2020.
Read more in the latest newsletter - Careers News 18
Our Careers website has a wide range of information for all ages and stages in the career journey.
Find it at: www.careers.pvcc.vic.edu.au
I am more than happy to assist students and parents. Please call the school or email me at
helen.madden@pvcc.vic.edu.au to make an appointment.
Helen Madden
Careers Advisor
helen.madden@pvcc.vic.edu.au

UNIFORM SHOP
Shop Hours for January 2020:
Thursday 23 January 2020

10:00am - 2:00pm

Wednesday 29 January 2020

10:00am - 2:00pm

Thursday 30 January 2020

10:00am - 2:00pm

Friday 31 January 2020

10:00am - 2:00pm

Saturday 1 February 2020

10:00am - 2:00pm

PLEASE NOTE!
The uniform price list and uniform policy are
available on the College Website.
Please note that we cannot take in any more
uniform items into the swap shop (2nd hand
uniform shop). We can resume taking in 2nd hand
items in the last week of February 2020.
Our direct number is: 9036 7354
Lydia Ross

CANTEEN
Have a look at the canteen menu online - CLICK HERE

Flexischools App
Fliexischools have now released an app on both Android and iOS which makes the
process easier than before. Just search for: ‘flexischools’ in the app stores.
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.flexischools&hl=en
All work in the Canteen can be counted towards Parent Participation Time.
Dads and grandparents are most welcome too!
NOTE: Due to Health Regulations, space and safety reasons, we are unable to accommodate any
children in the Canteen.
Contact Wendy or Denise in the Canteen if you can help.
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TERM DATES 2020
Term 1
All Students Commence - Monday, February 3rd
End of Term 1 - Friday, March 27th
Term 2
Staff & Students Commence - Tuesday, April 14th
End of Term 2 - Friday, June 26th
Term 3
Students Commence - Monday, July 20th
End of Term 3 - Friday, September 18th
Term 4
Staff & Students Commence - Monday, October 5th
Students Finish - Friday, December 11th

STUDENT FREE DAYS 2020
Wednesday, April 29th
Friday, August 14th
Tuesday, September 8th
Monday, November 2nd
Monday, December 14th
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISEMENTS
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All school uniforms!
For every alternation, $1 will
be donated to the school.
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