
COMING UP 

Friday - May 3rd 

Years 3-6 House Athletics 

---------------------------- 

Monday - Wednesday 

May 6th - 8th 

Year 4 Camp 

---------------------------- 

Tuesday - May 7th 

Open Morning 

---------------------------- 

Monday - May 13th 

EISM Champions Twilight 

Athletics 

---------------------------- 

Tuesday - Thursday 

May 14th - 16th 

NAPLAN 

---------------------------- 

Tuesday - May 21st 

Early Years Athletics 

---------------------------- 

Tuesday - May 28th 

Primary District             

X-Country 

---------------------------- 

Wednesday - June 5th 

Primary Division            

X-Country 
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Issue 6                                 2 May 2019   

Welcome back to Term 2. 

 

Despite a messy, short, first week, most students are back at school working 
hard and smiling (mostly). Staff have been refreshed and are ready for the 
next concentrated burst of energy in helping you nurture your children to 
thrive and be the best they can be. 

 

After the celebration of Easter, the turning point of history as God reached 
out to us, and ANZAC Day, the turning point of our independent nation – we 
purposefully and freely engage with the changing face of our country. It is a 
busy term ahead, as they probably all are, so we have hit the ground       
running. No doubt that is reflected in your home as well.  

 

NAPLAN 

NAPLAN is held this term and once again there has been much discussion 
about how valuable it is and how much stress it causes. Plenty Valley Chris-
tian College supports the use of an external test to allow us to compare our 
performance against other similar schools. And we do analyse the data to 
help us improve our teaching. That is what NAPLAN was intended to be 
used for. Unfortunately, because the press publishes league tables, schools 
feel pressure to take action that artificially improves their NAPLAN scores. It 
is common practice for some schools to practice NAPLAN tests from the   
beginning of the year – they choose to give up real learning time to focus on 
the narrow band of skills NAPLAN tests. Other schools organise for some 
poorer performing students not to take part. This artificial lifting of NAPLAN 
results calls into question how comparable results are for our college, 
where we do none of that. However, we will continue to concentrate on our 
internal performance. 

 

Helping Set Direction for the College 

Soon you will receive an invitation to take part in a survey exploring your 
position on the College in general, our communication and the use of     
computing devices. We have purposely kept the survey short (Survey    
Monkey says 11 minutes) so that you will all feel you have the time to par-
ticipate and help set direction. I will report outcomes and what we intend to 

EDITORIAL 

CALENDAR 

UPDATES 

Primary District           

X-Country is now on 

Tuesday, May 28th 

------------------------------ 

College Photo Day has 

been moved to Term 3 

September 3rd & 4th 

-------------------------------------------------- 

Primary Assemblies have 

moved to Fridays @ 

2:30pm during Term 2 



do with the information once we have had a chance to collate and strategize. 

 

Strategic Plan Update 

Speaking of strategizing, the Strategic Plan has moved into its next phase. Currently, Working Groups are 
collating information from stakeholders, collected during last year, into the “big pebbles”, the big things 
we need to address in the next 3 to 5 years. By mid-term, working groups will report to the Board which 
will then finalise the direction of the Strategic Plan and publish a draft for comment by the end of term. 
The Strategic Plan will set out direction and priority for the next 3 to 5 years when it will again be           
reviewed. 

 

Child Safe and Parent Responsibilities 

Child Safe is the term schools and other organisations that deal with children use to describe a culture of 
caring for children. Not just responding to situations but being proactive in providing an environment 
where everyone is conscious of children’s safety. That includes procedures, codes of conduct, listening to 
children and reflecting on the organisation so that children are as safe as possible. At Plenty Valley Chris-
tian College we do this because we see each child as God’s special creation who are respected and loved 
by Him and by us. 

 

Did you know that all staff, volunteers and Board members are required to comply with the Child Safe 
Code of Conduct that is available in the Publications and Policy section of the College website? 

 

Did you know that every Victorian over the age of 18, who forms a reasonable belief that a sexual offence 
has been committed against a child under 16 years old, has a legal responsibility to report it to police? 

 

If you are aware of any aspect of Plenty Valley Christian College that causes you concerns about safety of 
our precious students please report that to our Child Safety Officer, Mrs Celeste Putter or the Principal. 

 

Partnering with Parents 

Have you noticed that most of my piece in this newsletter concerns the way in which we, the professional 
educators are partnering with you as parents? It is a powerful thing when parents and staff work together 
for the best interests of the child. Please talk to us about how things are going. We 
may not be able to make things exactly the way you would like or solve all the   
challenges, but our heart is for the children. 

 

Nurtured to Thrive, Empowered to Influence. 

 

John Metcalfe 

Principal 
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ELECTION DAY - SATURDAY MAY 18th 

Plenty Valley Christian College will be an official polling place. We will be open from 8am - 6pm 

We need some volunteers for the sausage sizzle, which will run from approx. 8am - 1pm, but you can 

offer an hour or two. Please contact me. 

Sally Agostino 

Sally.agostino@pvcc.vic.edu.au 

mailto:sally.agostino@pvcc.vic.edu.au


COMMUNITY NEWS 

Page 3  

PVCC Parents Prayer Group 

From Chris Griffin, parent coordinator of the Prayer Group: 

As parents we entrust our children’s education to the school and the   teachers, but 

we choose PVCC strategically for the Christian worldview and nurturing environment. We desire for the 

best for them and realize that prayer forms a part of that. So we pray !  

The parents’ prayer group meets roughly fortnightly while school is on, and we pray wherever the spirit is 

leading. There is lots of stuff going on in the school, in all sorts of different places from the strategic, high 

level stuff to the small stuff in the playground, and our desire is to earnestly be aligned with God’s heart 

and praying His will into the school. Come join us if you’re likeminded. 

Venue: the Conference room (next to the general office) 

Meeting dates for Semester 1: 

May 2nd 7:30pm    May 16th 7:30pm     May 30th 7:30pm       June 13th 7:30pm       June 27th 7:30pm  

For any questions please email Chris on pe_chris@hotmail.com  

Our wonderful P & F have once again arranged for children to     
purchase special Mother’s Day items on Wednesday May 8th (Prep-
Year 3, Years 5 & 6) and Thursday May 9th (Year 4). 

Please send your child to school on their allocated day with some 
money (our suggestion is $10, no more than $15) and a bag to take 
their goodies home. 

A big thank you to our P & F for arranging this each year.  

iLife: Living Well In A Digital Age                                      

An evening for youth and young adults to look at the shaping effect and impact of digital technology. We 
are living in digital times. Our lives are characterised by constant connection, unlimited information, and a 
cultural story that promises power and potential through our technologies. Are social media, SMS, 
Google, and online gaming merely tools we seek to use wisely and safely as faithful disciples? Or do they 
tell a shaping story—impacting us at a deep level—merely by existing and being woven into the fabric of 
our lives? Are they, perhaps, still impacting us even when we use them wisely and well? 

There are blessings to be celebrated and great opportunities to bring God glory, as we embrace digital 
technologies. Chris will provide food for discussion as we consider how to live well in a digital age. 

EVENT DETAILS 
DATES: Friday May 3rd 
TIME: 7.30pm-9.30pm 
VENUE: RTC Melbourne Campus; Level 3, 221 Queen Street Melbourne 
AUDIENCE: Young adults (18-25yrs)  
COST: Free, with the opportunity to give a donation                               

Speaker: Chris Parker               Drinks and snacks provided.              REGISTER HERE: https://www.cen.edu.au 

mailto:pe_chris@hotmail.com
https://www.cen.edu.au/index.php/all-events/national/324-ilife-living-well-in-a-digital-age-2


PRIMARY NEWS 
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Year Six students recently made the long bus trip to our National capital, undertaking  an education tour 
of the many significant sites in Canberra. Students were given the opportunity to participate in a variety 
of educational programs, with a focus on Australia’s history, culture, heritage and democracy. 

Year Six students and teachers were kept very  busy visiting, to name a few, The National War Memorial, 
Old & New Parliament House, Questacon, National Gallery, Australian Institute of Sport, Geo-Science Ed-
ucation Centre & The Mint. 

The Australian Government recognises the importance of all young Australians being able to visit the na-
tional capital as part of their Civics and Citizenship education, and as such make a contribution to the 
cost of undertaking this informative and fun camp. 

Despite the long bus trip, students enjoyed spending time together having downtime from the ex-
hausting itinerary by having a swim at the National Aquatic centre and relaxing by the camp fire at night. 

Getting the most out of the PVCC App! 

 

 See what’s happening on the up-to-date 
College Calendar; never miss an event 

 Manage your child’s attendance using the 
Absentee function – no need to call the 
school, simply fill in your absence details 
inside the App 

 When you need more     information, the 
College Connections newsletter and PVCC 
website are  only 1 click away! 

 And don’t forget to turn on Notifications to 
receive the latest notices from the Office of 
any day-to-day changes 



Scholastic Book Club Issue 3 

Order online at:: https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx 

by Friday, May 10th 2019 

 

NO CASH accepted at school 

 

Also available on the App Store and 

Google Play 
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PRIMARY SPORT 

HOUSE ATHLETICS Years 3 – 6 

 

WHEN:   THIS FRIDAY May 3rd  2019 

WHERE:  Plenty Valley Christian College; top oval, primary courts & bat tennis area 

TIME:   All Day  

ACTIVITIES:  Students will be rotating around 9 different athletic events; long jump, triple jump, 

high jump, shot put, discus, 100m, 200m, 800m & relays. Students will be selected 

for the District Athletics team based on these results.  

CLOTHING: All students need to wear P.E uniform with their House coloured top and runners. 

Students should remember to pack warm clothes if the day is forecast to be cold 

and hats and sunscreen if the day is warm. Please no hair spray or face paint. 

WEATHER: If on Friday morning the weather is not appropriate an announcement, SMS and/or  

email will be made, postponing the athletic sports by 8:30am. Students will then 

spend the day in their classroom. 

FOOD : There is a scheduled recess and lunch break at the normal times. Students should 

bring all food and a refillable plastic drinking bottle.  

PARENT HELPERS:  Please meet Mrs Donaldson on the top oval. If you are helping for the first half or 

the whole day please be there by 8:45am. If you are helping for the second half of 

the day, please be there by 11:40am.  

I look forward to seeing you on the day! 

Sally Donaldson  

Primary Physical Education & Sport Coordinator  

https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Login.aspx
https://mybookclubs.scholastic.com.au/Parent/Register.aspx


PVCC’s Relay For Life 

Relay For Life was a true expression of the Plenty Valley community spirit. Our student leaders did an 
amazing job pulling such a big event together; those who cut and shaved their heads raised thousands of 
dollars. 

Plenty Life Church supported the event by feeding the troops, and everyone who walked... and walked... 
and walked some more in the freezing cold, did so knowing that the money raised is going to make a 
difference to the futures of many we love, and even more we will never meet.  
 

Total fundraising figure will be announced soon! 
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FROM THE CAREERS OFFICE 

 Dates to Diarise in Term 2  

• VCE & Careers Expo – 2 May to 5 May 2019, Caulfield 

Racecourse  

• Law Week – 13 to 19 May 2019, various locations  

• Year 10 Work Experience – 24th June 2019 – 28th June 

2019. Placements should be finalised and completed Work 

Experience Arrangement forms to be returned by the end of May.  

• ACU – Community Achievement Program – applications open – May 1st  

 

I am more than happy to assist students and parents.  Please call the school or email me at  

 helen.madden@pvcc.vic.edu.au to make an appointment.    

 

The Careers Newsletter will be available fortnightly with lots of important information on  courses, events 
and opportunities for career exploration as well as  important dates for VCE students.   

CLICK HERE TO READ. 

 
Helen Madden 

Careers Advisor 

CSEF Applications – 2019 

 

The Camps, Sports and Excursions Fund (CSEF) is provided by the Victorian Government to assist eligible 
families to cover the costs of school trips, camps and sporting activities.  

 

If you hold a valid means-tested concession card or are a temporary foster parent, you may be eligible for 
CSEF.  The allowance is paid to the school to use towards expenses relating to camps, excursions or 
sporting activities for the benefit of your child. 

 

The annual CSEF amount per eligible student is $125 for primary school students, and $225 for secondary 
school students.   

 

Who can apply: 

Temporary foster parents or families holding a valid means-tested concession card are eligible to apply.   

There are two criteria that must be met: 

Criteria 1 – Eligibility 

Criteria 2 – Be of school age and attend a Victorian school (CSEF is not payable to students attending      
pre-school, kindergarten, TAFE or who are home schooled).  

 

mailto:helen.madden@pvcc.vic.edu.au
https://www.pvcc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/2019-Career-News-6.pdf


CANTEEN 

All work in the Canteen can be counted towards Parent Participa-

tion Time. Dad and grandparents are most welcome too!  

NOTE: Due to Health Regulations, space and safety reasons, we 

are  unable to accommodate any children in the Canteen.  

Contact Wendy or Denise in the Canteen if you can help.  

Have a look at the canteen menu  online - CLICK HERE 

 

SPECIAL FRIDAYS MENU COMING FROM NEXT WEEK 

FRIDAY, MAY 10TH - PLEASE CHECK ON FLEXISCHOOLS 

 

Flexischools App 

Fliexischools have now released an app on both Android and iOS 
which makes the process easier than before. Just search for: 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=com.flexischools&hl=en  
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How to submit an application: 

Closing Date for Applications – Friday, June 21st 2019 

 
Please Note: If you have applied for the CSEF in a previous year, you do not need to complete an appli-
cation for 2019, unless there has been a change in your family circumstances. 
 
You only need to complete an application form if any of the following changes have occurred: 

 
 New student enrolments – your child has started or changed schools in 2019 or you did not apply at 

Plenty Valley Christian College in 2018 
 Changed family circumstances – such as a change of custody, name, concession card number, or 

new siblings commencing at Plenty Valley Christian College in 2019 
 
Please complete the attached Application Form, and submit together with a copy of your concession card 
attached, directly to the Business Office, or by email to accounts@pvcc.vic.edu.au by Friday, June 21st 
2019. 
 
For more information, please visit www.education.vic.gov.au/csef 
 
Application Form 

https://www.flexischools.com.au/
http://www.flexischools.com.au/
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.flexischools&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.flexischools&hl=en
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.flexischools&hl=en
mailto:accounts@pvcc.vic.edu.au
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/csef
https://www.pvcc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/CSEF-Application-Form-2019.pdf
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UNIFORM SHOP 

There will be a three-week overlapping period for 

wearing summer and winter uniform depending on 

the weather. Students are required to wear winter 

uniform from Monday, May 13th 2019. 

 

The uniform price list and uniform policy are available 

on the  College Website.    

 

Our direct number is:  9036 7354 

Lydia Ross 

Shop Hours Term 2: 

Mondays 12:00pm - 4:00pm 

Tuesdays 8:00am - 2:00pm 

Thursdays 12:00pm - 5:00pm 

First Saturday of the month 9:30am - 12:30pm 

LOST PROPERTY 

Please mark all uniform items with a permanent marker.  Named uniform items may be collected at the 

general office.   

http://www.bobstewart.com.au/
http://www.pvcc.vic.edu.au/Find-Out/Uniform/


COMMUNITY ADVERTISEMENTS 
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                                                       Plenty Valley                                                     
Christian College 

 
Open Morning  

Tuesday May 7th 
                                                                                                                             

9:00am - 10:30am 

https://www.pvcc.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/Dance-Power-Flyer-timetable.pdf
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