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___________________
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___________________
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___________________
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Year 8 - 12 Head Start
Begin
___________________
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5 December 2018
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“Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise! Give thanks to
him; bless his name!” Psalm 100:4

As the warmer weather begins to make its way, the fresh new leaves are out
on the trees, birds are chirping, sunrise earlier and sunset just that bit later
each day; it is easy to see that our creator God is at work. As we reflect on his
handiwork, it is easy to thank him, to praise him and to bless him. The voices
of children playing in the yard make me smile as I walk past and I thank God
that I can walk through his courts – the courts of Plenty Valley Christian
College, and give him praise.

Tomorrow night we celebrate together as the PVCC community. There will be
awards for character, sporting achievements, and academic study, and we
will have the opportunity to celebrate the goodness of God in his provision to
us as a school and the gifts and talents he has given our children. What
wonderful freedom we have been given in this country, to educate our children and to “train them up in the way they should go”(Proverbs 22:6).
I thank God for the religious freedom that we have enjoyed so far. Please
pray with us that God’s will is done as our politicians and legislators continue
to question this freedom and pressure is applied to narrow our ability to be a
truly Christian school. I encourage you to take every opportunity to enter
God’s presence with thanksgiving – especially as busyness increases, political
pressure increases and the year draws to a close. Together, as the community
of PVCC, let us “bless His name”.

Lily McDonald
Deputy Principal

Wednesday/Thursday
5 & 6 December 2018
Prep Nativity Plays
___________________
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COMMUNITY NEWS

TERM DATES 2019
Term 1
Student Free Day - Tuesday, 29 January 2019
Students commence - Wednesday, 30 January 2019
Preps Commence - Thursday, 31 January 2019
Term ends Friday, 5 April 2019
(Easter weekend 19-22 April 2019)
Term 2
Students commence Tuesday, 23 April 2019
Term ends Friday, 28 June 2019
Term 3
Students commence Monday, 22 July 2019
Term ends Friday, 20 September 2019
Term 4
Students commence Monday, 7 October 2019
Students finish Thursday, 12 December 2019

MEET THE EXECUTIVE - THURSDAY MORNINGS
The Executive of the College will be available between 8:15 and 8:45 am for
5 minute chats with parents on Thursdays. Any parent is very welcome to drop
into the General Office (the old reception area at the top of the drive) without
notice.
We would be pleased to hear any ideas you may have to improve our College or answer any questions. If
not on the day then we will certainly follow them up.
Mr John Metcalfe, Principal; Mrs Lily McDonald, Deputy Principal Learning and Teaching (curriculum and
teachers) and Mr Todd Mahoney, Director Wellbeing (students) will be available to chat with you.
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iPad Orders for 2019

Any families wishing to order their iPad through CompNow (college supply partner) can now place orders
online through their PVCC Order Portal: https://shop.compnow.com.au/school/pvcc
Orders will be shipped directly to the address given at order time. It is recommended to get in early as
stock levels do vary at Christmas time and can lead to delivery delays.

PRIMARY NEWS
Division & Regional Athletics
On Tuesday 9th October nine students represented our College at the Division Athletics! It was a great
achievement to qualify for this event as they needed to be selected at our schools House Athletics and
then finish 1st or 2nd at District Athletics.

On the day Aaron Rajmohan placed 2nd in Triple Jump and Olivia Gorman placed 2nd in Long Jump. This
then qualified them to compete at Regionals Athletics on Wednesday 17 th October. A massive congratulations to these students for your accomplishments in Athletics!

Kinder & Early Years Sports Day
Throughout this year the prep, 1 & 2 students have be practicing and developing their fundamental movement skills in Physical Education. To celebrate their learning and achievements, the year 6 students have
designed a fantastic Sports Carnival for them to participate in. This will be how the year 6 students take
Action and share their learning with the community for Exhibition.
We are also excited to have the Kinder kids joining the fun and hopefully this will be a great way to
prepare them for starting Prep next year!
The Prep and Kinder Sport Carnival is on Friday 30th November from 11:00-12:00 (run by 6N) and the Year
1 and 2 Sport Carnival is on Monday 26th November from 9:15-10:20 (run by 6G). Students need to wear
their P.E uniform or House coloured top, please also remember to pack your child’s school hat and water
bottle! Family members welcome to come and support the students, please just sign in at the office.
Sally Park
Primary Physical Education & Sport Coordinator
Page 3

YEAR 6 EXHIBITION
It was exciting to enter the buzz of Year Six this morning as they were preparing their products for Exhibition and writing narratives for their buddies.
At a time when many Year Sixes become disengaged and unprepared to work our students are happily
engaged with exciting topics to gainfully employ them.
The Exhibition is the culminating, collaborative experience in the final year of the PYP. It provides the
students with the opportunity to demonstrate agency and responsibility for their learning. This Exhibition
has provided students with an authentic experience to monitor, document and present their learning.
The focus this year has been around the transdisciplinary theme of How We Organise Ourselves. The
students have discovered how small business might run and been given the opportunity to conduct their
own small business. The students have designed a product prototype and accepted feedback to improve
the product and set a fair price. They have worked with spreadsheets to determine costs and inquired
into how a business runs.
Their products will be available for purchase at a Community market which will be held on December the
5th from 6:00 onwards in the Gymnasium area. I would ask that our community support this celebration of
their achievements by attending, looking at their record of learning and enjoying purchasing products
from the market. The students have selected together the charities that they would like to support with
the money earned. As part of an economics project they will be able to retain some of the earnings for
themselves. Action is a very important part of the Primary Years Programme and this Inquiry has certainly
made it possible for them to do this.

FROM SECONDARY

From the English Department: Why Read?
In our world of information overload, it is challenging to put away the multi-sensory monster that seems
to control our lives and escape into the pages of a book. Reading promotes imagination, develops vocabulary, builds children’s understanding of their world and gives them empathy for others. Most of all, it gives
them time out from the fast-paced online world with its comparison trap. According to podcast The
Mission, reading books is good for our health: it lowers stress by an astonishing 68%, reduces anxiety and
depression, helps us fall asleep and improves brain health, lowering the risk of dementia. Students whose
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parents read books are so much more likely to read too. Children model their parents. What are we
teaching our children?
This summer your secondary student will come home with a small pile of books to be read before
February. We encourage you to read them too; discussing your child’s novels is a great way to support
their learning and help them develop the analytical and critical thinking skills so necessary for secondary
school.

Book Review: ‘Nine Days’ by Toni Jordan
Every year our Year 12 students study four texts, chosen from a list of supplied
by VCAA. Next year, our Australian fiction selection is ‘Nine Days’ by Toni
Jordan. It is an engaging read if you are looking for an earthy, compelling and
honest book.
Beginning in the 1930s, we meet fifteen year old Kip, master of imaginary
worlds, odd jobs and disarming humour, wending his way through life in the
grime of Richmond’s lanes and factories. Here the reader is transported into a
world of two-up, gruelling work, persistent hunger and the sacrifices
demanded by the Second World War. The novel travels through time to the
new millennium where we meet the uncertainty of life post 9/11. Written by
multiple narrators, each chapter in ‘Nine Days’ covers one significant day in
each of nine Melburnian characters’ lives, over several generations of one
family. Presented in a non-linear fashion, it is not until the final chapter that the reader understands the
complexity of the web of relationships in the Westaway family.
Jordan’s use of colloquial Australian language, irreverent humour and enchanting description makes the
book hard to put down. The characters experience a range of issues, including dire poverty, death,
alcoholism, bullying, self-acceptance and the tragic consequences of risk taking. The novel will be an opportunity to explore the importance of family, the nature of love and to discuss life’s painful seasons,
from a Biblical perspective. As an English teacher I so appreciate the privilege of being able to challenge
the thinking of today’s young minds, to have candid conversations about making wise choices and to remind our students of how very precious they are to God.
Kate Rees, Secondary English teacher

The Secondary school book club in the library is meeting on Wednesday lunchtimes. If you would like to
join come to the library at 12:30 on Wednesday.
...from Ferny. Be there or be square!
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SECONDARY NEWS
NEWS FROM THE CAREERS OFFICE
Dates to Diarise in Term 4

Very late VTAC applications – 2 November to 7 December

Reminder: VTAC 2019 Key Dates
VTAC Personal Statement

Friday 7 December 2018

ATARs Released

Friday 14 December 2018

COP for Early International Offers closes

Saturday 15 December 2018

Change of Preference (COP) closes

Wednesday 19 December 2018

December International Round Offers

Wednesday 19 December 2018

Main Round International Offers

Tuesday 8 January 2019

Main Round Domestic Offers

Wednesday 16 January 2019

Further Offer Rounds

Monday 4 February 2019 onwards

For a full list of cancelled, amended, and new courses, visit VTAC Course Updates
www.vtac.edu.au

Accessing VCE Results
VCE study scores, ATAR and VTAC Scaled Study Scores will be available to students via the Results and
ATAR website and the Results and ATAR app in December https://resultsandatar.vic.edu.au/results/applicants.htm. Students will receive a statement of VCE study
scores from the VCAA, and those who applied for courses through VTAC this year and have paid their
VTAC processing fees will be sent an ATAR statement in the mail.
Students who wish to receive their results online, will need to register at
https://resultsandatar.vic.edu.au/results/applicants.htm before results are released.

Registrations are already open and students are encouraged to register soon. To register, students need
their VCAA student number and will be requested to choose a secure password on registering.
Download the latest careers newsletter.
Helen Madden - Careers Counsellor/VET Coordinator
helen.madden@pvcc.vic.edu.au
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CANTEEN
All work in the Canteen can be counted towards Parent Participation Time. Dad and grandparents are
most welcome too! NOTE: Due to Health Regulations, space and safety reasons, we are unable to
accommodate any children in the Canteen.

CANTEEN ROSTER - CLICK HERE TO VIEW
Contact Wendy or Denise in the Canteen if you can help.
Have a look at the canteen menu online - CLICK HERE
CANTEEN MENU UPDATES


Sushi will be available from the canteen every Wednesday
starting from Wednesday 14th November. These orders
HAVE to be placed by 12.00pm the Tuesday before.
Available flavours are Chicken Teriyaki, Tuna and Vegetarian.



Cold treats will be available from the Early Years Canteen at
lunch time every Thursday starting November 1st



Spaghetti Spirals are a new addition to the menu



Frozen yogurt will be available to purchase from the canteen
[for years 3-11] at recess as well as lunch.

Flexischools App
Fliexischools have now released an app on both Android and iOS
which makes the process easier than before. Just search for
‘flexischools’ in the app stores.

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.flexischools&hl=en
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UNIFORM SHOP
Shop Hours for the next 2 weeks:
Monday, 26 November

12:00 - 4:00pm

Tuesday, 27 November

8:00am - 2:00pm

Thursday, 29 November

12:00 - 5:00pm

Saturday, 1 December

9:30am - 12:30pm

Monday, 3 December

12:00 - 4:00pm

Tuesday, 4 December

8:00am - 2:00pm

Thursday, 6 December

12:00 - 4:00pm

All new items can be exchanged if need be, provided
they are returned with a receipt.
SECOND HAND SHOP INTAKE: If you need to place items
into the second hand shop, please make sure it happens
by close of trade Tuesday, 27 November 2018.
The uniform price list and uniform policy are available
on the College Website.
Our direct number is: 9036 7354

Lydia Ross

LOST PROPERTY
Please mark all uniform items with a permanent marker. Named uniform items may be collected at the
general office.
Lost property are also included on the Notices tab in SEQTA Engage.
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISEMENTS

SUNSMART
1. Slip on sun protective clothing – especially when waiting their turn and during breaks
2. Slop on SPF30+ broad-spectrum water-resistant sunscreen and reapply every 2 hours
3. Slap on a hat
4. Seek shade – especially when waiting their turn
5. Slide on some sunglasses (optional)
Find out more at: https://www.cancercouncil.com.au/cancer-prevention/sun-protection/be-sunsmart/
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