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EDITORIAL
Welcome to another edition of College Connections.
Firstly I’d like to say it’s wonderful to partner with you in the raising of your
child(ren). We see this as an honour and big responsibility so thank you. May
we continue to partner together to see the fruitful growth of your child(ren)
and our community as a whole.
As we have communicated to you earlier in the year, we are currently
conducting student and staff wellbeing surveys with Dr Lindsay Tunbridge at
“Livewell T.R.E.C”. We are at the final stages of completing these surveys
and hope to have these results ready for analysis by the end of next week.
From these results, we hope to gain insight as to what areas of need exist in
wellbeing across the College and look into how we can best target these
areas. In the midst of this, we are currently working through key areas to
support students and families: bullying, cybersafety and technology use
(please see the important information I have sent to you about this) and
relationships with each other as a community.
Our vision statement for Plenty Valley Christian College is to be a “Learning
Community with the Creative and Responsive Mind and Spirit of Christ”. In
the midst of this statement, nestles our strategic directions, or our “train
tracks” if you like. These are:
A Christian Foundation
Nurturing Students
Community
Leadership and Governance
Stewardship
In today’s editorial, I’d like us to explore “Nurturing Students”. I’ve currently
been researching different school systems in different parts of the world.
During this research, one concept keeps coming to mind: “thriving and flourishing”. The Oxford living dictionary defines the word thrive as “(of a child,
animal, or plant) grow or develop well or vigorously”. It defines flourish as
“(of a living organism) grow or develop in a healthy or vigorous way,
especially as the result of a particularly congenial environment”.
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I’m not a massive green thumb to be honest, but I did set up a garden with a variety of fruits and vegetables. It’s quite incredible to see the growth of these wonderful plants. I also enjoy watching David Attenborough documentaries and, in particular, I find a time lapsed video of the growth of a plant absolutely
amazing. It’s here where we see the brilliance of God at work…..the soil, nutrients, sunlight and water
amongst (potentially) other things all combine to see a plant grow and blossom. I see human beings as
being very similar.
Under the right conditions, children can thrive and grow into stable and strong human beings, not only
benefitting themselves, but those around them. Let me ask you a question if I may: When was the last
time that you felt like you were truly thriving and flourishing?
If the answer is “a long time!”, then may I suggest a review of the environment you’re trying to grow in?
This is not only the external environment around you, but your internal environment….your heart, your
mind and your spirit. It can be difficult if we surrender to the thought that we must be busy in life and
don’t strategically and intentionally allow time to reflect. To know which environment is healthy and
unhealthy for us, we need to go back to its original design. We must know its Creator and His purpose for
us. In the book of Proverbs, we are encouraged to: “Above all else, guard your heart, for everything you
do flows from it”. It’s hard to give what we don’t have. The Lord Jesus Christ asks us to “Love your neighbour as yourself”. It’s pretty difficult to love others, if we don’t love ourselves: Hence the importance of
our internal environment.
You and I are loved by God, made in His image and we truly flourish when we connect with Him, our Life
Source and get to know Him more and more. This forms our identity, not what we are good at, what we
wear, how much money we have, what possessions we have or how we look on the outside. You and I
can breathe a sigh of relief when we “let go and let God”. We can lay everything down at His feet, believe
in Him and trust Him and be filled with His power and love. He doesn’t necessarily give us burdens all day
long but He can take burdens from us. He says: “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I
will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and
you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
So when we look at “nurturing students”, let this editorial be a life changing moment for you…..lay it all
down. Please speak to your child(ren) about these concepts and wrestle with them. You may not necessarily agree with all of them, but what a wonderful opportunity it is to talk about a culture of flourishing
and thriving and how you may be led forward in these areas. As a College community, whether it be at
home or on the school grounds and in our hearts, together, we are not perfect. There are mistakes we all
have made and there are changes that should be administered. But let’s work together to see our
students and our whole community thrive.
On that note, as we gain insights into the areas of needs amongst our community, partly by our surveys,
please continue to forward your wellbeing ideas to me. I’m keen to hear your heart as to how you feel
we can flourish and thrive as a community.
Blessings and I hope to hear from you.
Todd Mahoney
Director of Wellbeing
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COMMUNITY NEWS
COLLEGE PHOTO DAY
Schoolpix will be taking student photos on Tuesday, May 29th.
A photo form has been given to your child. Parents will need to place their order online using the ordering
code supplied on the form.
If parents choose to pay cash, please return the order form and cash required in a sealed envelope, the
College does not count the money or check the orders.
ON PHOTO DAY:


Students must be dressed in full correct winter uniform



Girls skirts must be the correct length and socks must be navy



Shoulder length hair (both boys & girls) must be tied back



Secondary students must wear a blazer, Primary students must wear
their jumper.



Hair, jewellery and makeup must conform to the uniform policy

Family photos of siblings will be offered and sibling photo envelopes can be collected from the general
office or reception.

Cybersafety is an important area for us as a College. The digital world is expansive and it’s crucial that we
understand how to navigate through it wisely as a community. To help us with this, we have partnered
with the Alanah and Madeline Foundation “eSmart” concept. In fact, we are now officially an eSmart
School. Please click on the following website to learn more about this important initiative https://
www.esmart.org.au.
Through this, we aim to partner with the eSmart online philosophy to be “smart, safe and responsible”
when it comes to online use. We have also included the following link which talks more about eSmart in
schools. https://www.esmart.org.au/esmart-schools/
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PRIMARY NEWS
Primary Sport
Junior House Athletics Carnival
District Cross Country
Well done to the students who were selected to represent the school at the District Cross Country on
Tuesday 22nd at Bundoora Park. Students need to meet at Mrs Collier’s 3/4 classroom at 8:45am and be
on the bus by 9:00am. The athletics singlets will be handed out on the bus and students need to pack
plenty of warm clothes. Plenty of nutritious food and drinks is also required. No iPads or electronic
devices to be brought. Thank you to the parent helpers who have volunteered their time to marshal at
the event, they have been contacted via email.

Early Years Athletics Carnival
Monday 28th May is the Prep to 2 Athletics Carnival! The fun will start after lunch from 1:40-3:20pm, and
the activities will be run by our Year 6 House Captains. The modified athletics events will be on the
primary sport areas, unless it is raining and then we will move to the gym. Students need to wear their
P.E uniform and can also wear a top in their House colour. Any parents wishing to help, need to reply to
the EdSmart email.
Junior Tennis Clinic
We are delighted to announce that a Tennis Hot Shots Clinic will be happening in Physical Education for
the year 3 to 6 students this term. This will run for 3 weeks and is being facilitated by Topline Tennis. It
fits in nicely with the Net Sports unit that these classes are currently learning about and will hopefully
develop further skills and understanding.

Sally Park
Early & Junior Years Physical Education & Sport
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SECONDARY NEWS
PVCC sport tops recall
We are missing a number of PVCC SPORT TOPS that have been lent to students representing the College
in various sporting teams.
Can you please check at home for any school issue soccer/hockey shirts, Basket Ball or Athletics singlets
or football jumpers?
Please return to the PE Office! Or to the General Office.
Thank you
Helen Padget
Head of Secondary Sport
NEWS FROM SECONDARY SPORT
EISM CHAMPIONS’ ATHLETICS CARNIVAL REPORT
Twenty–six Plenty Valley athletes qualified for the Champions’ Carnival which was held as a twilight event
at Lakeside Stadium, Albert Park on Monday 14th May.
It was a perfect sunny afternoon and our students achieved some terrific results with many visits to the
podium! Twenty-one schools were represented with the winners of all events at each of the three EISM
divisional carnivals + the next best times/distances invited to compete in a high standard of athletics.
Year 9 student and national long jump champion Baye scooped the U15 pool with four gold medals in the
100m/200m/long jump/4x100m relay. The other runners in this relay (which incidentally were elevated to
the gold medal after the winning Eltham College team ran an ineligible athlete) were Oliver S, Zach A and
Brandon M.
James S in Year 8 won the U14 100m/200m double whilst Ethan V won the U14 triple jump and gained
bronze in the long jump with a personal best. These two boys combined with fellow Year 8 students Levi
and Mwaniki to secure the silver medal in the 4x100m relay.
Mikayla from Year 12 had a very successful evening winning the 200m and dead heating for the silver
medal in the Open 100m.
In other results Macca gained silver in the U14 shot put and Year 7 girls Darci and Alanah won bronze in
the 1500m and shot put respectively.
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Many thanks to Mrs Monica Olivier and Mr Curtis De Haan for their expertise on the evening and to
Year 7 students Lilian and Nathan who assisted at the triple jump event.

Helen Padget
Head of Secondary Sport

NEWS FROM THE CAREERS OFFICE

Dates to Diarise in Term 2


Law Week – 14 to 20 May, various locations



Year 10 Work Experience – Monday June 25 – Friday June 29 - Reminder that all Work
Experience placements should now be organised and Arrangement forms returned.



ACU Community Achievement Program – Applications now open.



Latrobe ASPIRE applications open June 1st.



Register online now for University Experience days – July holidays

Are you considering doing a VET Course in 2019?
The 2018 VET TASTER GUIDE is now available to explore a range of different courses at various schools
within the VET Cluster. If you are interested in any of the Tasters – please see me to book your place.
VET TASTER flyer attached to this Newsletter.
Click here to download the latest careers newsletter.
Helen Madden - Careers Counsellor/VET Coordinator
helen.madden@pvcc.vic.edu.au
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CANTEEN
All work in the Canteen can be counted towards Parent Participation Time. Dad and grandparents are
most welcome too! NOTE: Due to Health Regulations, space and safety reasons, we are unable to
accommodate any children in the Canteen.
Contact Wendy or Denise in the Canteen if you can help.
Have a look at the NEW canteen menu online - CLICK HERE
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UNIFORM SHOP
Shop Hours for Term 2
Mondays

12:pm - 4:00pm

Tuesdays

8:00am - 2:00pm

Thursdays

12:00pm - 5:00pm

First Saturday of the month

9:30am - 12:30pm

The uniform price list and uniform policy
are available on the College Website.
Our direct number is: 9036 7354
Lydia Ross

LOST PROPERTY
Please mark all uniform items with a permanent marker. Named uniform items may be collected at the
general office.
Lost property are also included on the Notices tab in SEQTA Engage.

Page 8

COMMUNITY ADVERTISEMENTS
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Xavier College Parent Forum - Navigating the challenges of mental health
Xavier College presents a parent forum:
Navigating the challenges of mental health
Leading experts will help us navigate the challenges of mental health for our children. Join ex-Western
Bulldogs footballer Matthew Boyd and Youth Counsellor Jeremy Neumann, along with headspace, in a
Parent Forum that is not all doom and gloom.
Mental health can have challenging effects on the lives of young people and their families.
An honest and open conversation is a must for parents who are trying to understand the lives and minds
of their teenagers.
This Parent Forum will help parents to identify the signs, open the conversation and build resilience in
their children and beyond.
Date: Tuesday 29 May 2018
Time: 7:30pm - 9:00pm
Venue: Xavier College - Kostka Hall Campus
Manresa Hall, 47 South Road, Brighton
RSVP: surveymonkey.com/r/NLJ6XVZ
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