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Welcome back to Term 2.
Although many parents may not notice, there have been many changes at
PVCC this year. We have been focusing on improving what we do in many
aspects of the College and I hope that you will see the fruit of our labour as
time goes on.
Aussie Grit
Inner London schools are some of the most challenging schools in the western world. The mixture of social issues and generational negative attitudes
to authority makes teaching there a very tough gig. Australian teachers used
to be snapped up by these schools because Australians were a resilient and
innovative people.
That is changing.
I am sure you have heard a great deal about resiliency over the last few
years. That is because it has been noticed that we are not as resilient as we
used to be, and it is showing in many areas of our lives.
In our culture, where the ultimate goal in life has become being happy, we
parent with happiness in mind. Anything that may decrease my child’s
happiness like adversity, stepping out of their comfort zone or the extra
challenge becomes something to be suspicious of. Reasonable challenge
builds character. Reasonable adversity builds resiliency.
You can run but you can’t hide …
It always nice to have a celebrity agree with you. I recently watched a 2015
graduation speech by actor, Matthew McConaughey where he said, “life’s
not easy … don’t try to make it that way … life’s not fair, it never was, it isn’t
now, and it won’t ever be.”
Challenge and adversity will happen in life. We cannot protect our children
from it.


The child who was never allowed to climb trees and occasionally fall
will not develop a sense of danger or what they can achieve if they
push themselves.



The child who never has to do the hard, unpleasant work of resolving
relational issues will not develop an awareness of other’s point of view
or the ability to negotiate challenging relationships later in life.
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The child whose parents drop them at school every day because they have to wait 15 mins for the
bus will never learn patience or the need to be flexible for the sake of community.



The child who does not have to do things they are not good at will never learn to try new things
and to be part of a team rather than a star.

In short, if we don't let our children take risks, if we assist them to avoid the hard things and we don't let
them hurt themselves occasionally we end up with adults that cannot effectively navigate the real world.
“But I have to protect them …”
As parents, we are always torn between wanting our children to be well-rounded individuals and the
desire to protect them from any form of unpleasantness. The evidence strongly suggests that our overefforts to protect our children is actually hurting them in adulthood.
The Bible makes it clear that life, even in the Garden of Eden, required some
work, effort and perseverance. Happiness is not the absence of challenge. God
made us humans to grow and improve as we face adversity. Parents are designed
to be their children’s biggest supporters as they confront those challenges not to
be the saviours who completely remove them.
John Metcalfe
Principal

Star Wars Dress Up day for all Students/
Moving Day for Early Years

We look forward to moving our Early Years students into their new building on May 4 th. This is Star Wars
Day (May the Fourth be with you). So, we thought it might be fun if we had a Star Wars dress up day. All
students will have the option of dressing as their favourite Star Wars character.
Early years students will not have normal classes on that day so that their teachers can direct movers, unpack and begin to get the new classrooms ready. Special activities have been organised for them.
Reminder: Secondary Parent Teacher Interviews – 26 April
This semester the Secondary Parent Teacher Interviews were split between the end of Term 1 and the
beginning of Term 2. Secondary parents that have booked interviews for with their children’s teachers for
26th April are reminded that they can log into PTO online to check their times or change their bookings.
Conflict Resolution Policy
Plenty Valley Christian College has a Conflict Resolution Policy designed to resolve conflicts in an appropriate and respectful manner. This policy applies to students, staff and parents. It is a simple process that
relies on us respectfully taking our concerns to the person with whom we are in conflict. Sometimes they
are unaware they have hurt us. Often it is a communication issues and the direct approach can resolve
both these. Rarely we need another person to be assist us, but that option is there.
I encourage parents to build relationships with your child’s teachers, that way you will feel comfortable
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asking about the little things rather than waiting until you are really cranky. A good start to making an
enquiry is “Can you help me understand why this has happened.”

If that doesn’t work the process is clearly set out in the Conflict Resolution Policy and summarised below.

COMMUNITY NEWS
Winter uniform is worn in Terms 2 and 3. There will be a three-week overlapping period for wearing
summer and winter uniform depending on the weather, at the student's discretion. This will only be at
the beginning of Terms 2 and 4. Further variation is at the discretion of the Principal.

The Parents and Friends Group at Plenty Valley work tirelessly to support community initiatives which
help our children.
Please consider supporting them in this latest campaign with the Entertainment Book. It will raise money
for Year 3 Bibles, Year 6 graduation and Year 12 graduation gifts.
Click here to support us

KINDER APPLICATIONS
Applications for 2019 close on April, 30th.
SCHOLASTIC BOOK CLUB
Orders for Issue 3 are due back next week Friday, 27 April 2018. Please note that orders need to be
placed online. NO CASH is accepted at the office.
POSITION VACANT

The College is seeking a part time Gardener to join our Maintenance Team. The position entails all facets
of garden maintenance to present the College grounds, resources and facilities in exemplary condition
and to support quality education. Applications close 5pm Monday 30th April 2018. More information is
available on the College website.
ANZAC DAY CEREMONY
The College will be holding an ANZAC Day ceremony on Tuesday, 24 April commencing at 2:55pm in the
Multi-Purpose Hall. All parents are invited to attend this special event.

FRENCH EXCHANGE STUDENTS
This letter is to inform you about our ongoing commitment each year to broaden our students’ horizons
and sensitivities to other languages and cultures by inviting foreign exchange students into our school
community.
This year we have the wonderful opportunity to host French students between the ages of 15 and 17 for
a period of approximately five weeks from the start of term three. We are looking for prospective host
families to partner with us in this endeavour.
Host families have a say in the choice of preferred student and they are provided with ongoing advice and
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a small remuneration (to help cover the grocery bill). Some understanding of French is not essential as the
visiting French students will know enough English to communicate with you well.
If you are interested in the program, could you please indicate your interest asap to Mr Langford's
email address at school? He will provide further details upon request.
N.B. Expressions of interest will in no way be counted as a final commitment.

Bruce Langford
(Chef LOTE)

PRIMARY NEWS
Primary Sport
Junior House Athletics Carnival
Friday 27th April is the Year 3-6 Junior House Athletic Carnival, which will be held at PVCC. This day gives
all students an opportunity to be active and participate in 8 different Athletics events. The events include;
100m Sprint, Discus, Shot Put, Long Jump, Triple Jump, High Jump, Relay and 800m. Students will compete within their age and gender group, in small heats to give all students an opportunity for success. The
top 4 students will receive a ribbon from each age/gender group in each event. Students will be selected
based off the results to represent our school at District Athletics on Thursday 13 th September.
We require many helpers to allow this day to run successfully. Any parents who wish to assist please
respond to Edsmart and any secondary students please contact Mrs Padget.

District Cross Country & Training
Tuesday 22nd May is the District Cross Country carnival. Students who were selected from the House
event were emailed. Training on Wednesday and Friday lunch times (12:50-1:15) will be in week 1 to
week 5 this term. Students who were not selected are very welcome to come and join in with the training
if they want extra practice for next year or just want to work on their fitness. Please meet at Ms Park’s
office after eating time.

State Championships
Congratulations to Skylar who came 3rd at State in the 50m butterfly.

Sally Park
Early & Junior Years Physical Education & Sport
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SECONDARY NEWS
NEWS FROM SECONDARY SPORT
EISM Division 1 Athletics Carnival
The EISM Division 1 Athletics carnival will be held in Week 3 this term on Tuesday 1st May at Lakeside
Stadium, Albert Park. Last year our boys’ team performed very well to gain 3rd place in the Boys’
Aggregate and Plenty Valley finished 6th overall.
A requirement of making the team, is that students will need to train for the carnival.
We have one final training session at the Meadowglen International Athletics Stadium (MIAS) next
Tuesday and two Friday lunchtime sessions remaining.
If a student does not commit to the training, selection may be given to the emergencies who are
attending training.
Athletics training will assist your child competing to the best of his/her ability and will give an opportunity
for the emergencies to try and better their time/jump/throw and gain selection in a particular event. It
also creates a great team culture among the students!
Term 2
Tuesday 17th April

Meadowglen

4-5pm

Friday 20 April

School

lunchtime

Tuesday 24th April

Meadowglen

4-5pm

School

lunchtime

th

th

Friday 27 April

Afterschool sessions: Meadowglen International Athletics Stadium, 146 - 156 McDonalds Rd, Epping. A
bus has been organised to transport the students to the venue. Please note that your son/daughter will
need to be picked up from the venue at 5:00pm as there is not a bus coming back to school. Students
will change at the venue if they are in regular school uniform on a Tuesday.
School sessions: Students may wear their PE uniform all day and will need to meet at the PE office at the
start of lunch. Students should bring their lunch on these days to save time so the sessions can start as
soon as possible. Thank you for your support.

Once the team is finalized (as challenges for events are taking place at training sessions), parent
permission to attend the EISM Athletics & general carnival info will be emailed home via parent paperwork.
If any further information is required at this stage, please contact me.
Helen Padget - Head of Secondary Sport
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NEWS FROM THE CAREERS OFFICE
Welcome back to Term 2. Please note some important dates for this term:

Dates to Diarise in Term 2


ACN Nursing & Health Expo – Saturday 28 April, MCEC



VCE & Careers Expo – 3 May to 6 May, Caulfield Racecourse



Melbourne Polytechnic Trade Taster Day – Thursday May 10th



Law Week – 14 to 20 May, various locations



Year 10 Work Experience – 25th June – 29th June – A reminder that all work experience
placements should now be finalised and Arrangement forms to be returned.

Click here to download the latest careers newsletter.
Helen Madden - Careers Counsellor/VET Coordinator
helen.madden@pvcc.vic.edu.au

CANTEEN
All work in the Canteen can be counted towards Parent Participation Time. Dad and grandparents are
most welcome too! NOTE: Due to Health Regulations, space and safety reasons, we are unable to
accommodate any children in the Canteen.
Contact Wendy or Denise in the Canteen if you can help.
Have a look at the NEW canteen menu online - CLICK HERE
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UNIFORM SHOP
Shop Hours for Term 2
Mondays

12:pm - 4:00pm

Tuesdays

8:00am - 2:00pm

Thursdays

12:00pm - 5:00pm

First Saturday of the month

9:30am - 12:30pm

The uniform price list and uniform policy are available on the College Website.
Our direct number is: 9036 7354
Lydia Ross

LOST PROPERTY
Please mark all uniform items with a permanent marker. Named uniform items may be collected at the
general office.
Lost property are also included on the Notices tab in SEQTA Engage.
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISEMENTS
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