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DIARY DATES
___________________
Tuesday
31 October 2017
Prep Orientation
___________________
Wednesday
1 November 2017
VCE Exams Commence
___________________
Thursday
2 November 2017
Year 7 Immunisations
___________________
Monday
6 November 2017
Student Free Day
___________________
Tuesday
7 November 2017
Melbourne Cup Day
___________________
Tuesday
14 November 2017
Prep Orientation #2
___________________
Wednesday
15 November 2017
Company General
Meeting
___________________
Friday
17 November 2017
Year 9-11 Exams start
___________________
Friday
17 November 2017
Valedictory Dinner
___________________
Wednesday
22 November 2017
Y3-6 Presentation and
Award Night
___________________

26 October 2017

EDITORIAL
‘Helping to promote active learning’

As we head into 2018 with new structures, plans, goals and dreams, this
gives the college a chance to engage with the opportunity of change with
enthusiasm and reflection. Plenty Valley is a place where students are
‘known’ and we hope that we can translate that with how and what students learn.
Learning is a dynamic activity involving curiosity, imagination, exploration,
inquiry, experiential activities and employing a wide repertoire of engaging
strategies. A poem from a group of students that I used to teach went something like this:
‘Weird Learning’

Swinging on ropes,
Singing on stages,
Slinging broken arms,
That’s learning.
Unwinding Egyptian mummies,
Climbing back through family trees,
Rhyming bible verses please!
That’s learning

Dancing with numbers,
Playing with ideas,
Building with words,
That’s learning!
Students as image bearers of the Creator are called to respond actively to
God’s will for their lives. As education is for responsive discipleship they
actively unwrap their gifts, share their joys and burdens and nurture shalom
wherever they are able to do so. Students respond to develop and steward
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God’s world as active agents of renewal. Under the guidance of their teachers they are involved in planning and learning, setting directions, taking responsibility for what is learnt and participating in how
learning is assessed.
Active learning is organic and involves well-crafted inquiry and investigation. Immersion in rich experiences and engagement with the real world helps students to make sense of their learning. It involves
students taking responsibility for their own learning and to do so with playfulness and dedication. Active
learning has a buzz about it.
Active learning involves a range of rich activities including camps, excursions, field trips, role plays, simulations, discussion and group work. Active learning allow students to be a key player and hopefully bring
new insights, discoveries and connections as students move from one phase of learning to the next.
Deuteronomy 6: 6-7 says:
‘These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts…. talk
about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you
lie down and when you get up.’
Next year will be an exciting chapter as we seek to engage all levels of students in
God’s amazing world and as they learn their place in it, may we work together to
promote lifelong learning.
Paul Oldman - Head of Secondary

COMMUNITY NEWS


A reminder that next week is our World Teachers’ Day lunch. We are still looking for some contributions of main meals. Please fill in your form and return, or if you’ve misplaced it, email
sally.agostino@pvcc.vic.edu.au . The lunch is a fantastic opportunity to celebrate our teaching staff
and those who support them. It is eagerly anticipated each year.



We will have some input into a Christmas party being held for Syrian refugees at St Vincent’s in
Eltham on December 1st. If you would like to donate something to help these new arrivals enjoy
their first Christmas, they are asking for:
- Face painting brushes and paints
- New sports equipment (soccer balls, cricket sets, footballs, tennis racquets etc.)
- Pencils, crayons, textas
- Musical instruments (percussion and small stringed instruments)




Please drop any donations to the main office or my office, bagged and labelled with
‘Refugee Christmas Donation’

We have a Company Meeting being held on Wednesday, November 15th. Come along to find out
more about the College, hear about the new roles for next year’s restructure, and earn some
Parent Participation. The meeting is held in the gym classrooms.

Sally Agostino - Community Development
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The next company meeting will be held on Wednesday 15 November 2017,
7:30 pm at Plenty Valley Christian College. In room 211 & 212 next to the Multi
Purpose Hall.
You can drive and park at the rear of the Multi Purpose Hall by using the bus
shelter road that leads to the back of the hall.
All families are welcome to attend. Your attendance at this meeting will count as Parent Participation
(3 hours per family).

Employment Opportunities
We are currently advertising for staff for next year. You can see all the details under the Contact heading
on the school website. We invite applications for the following part-time positions or a combination:
College Chaplain
Education Assistant for Primary Classes
Primary Art
Secondary Education Support
Secondary English

PRIMARY NEWS
Primary Music News
A reminder that orders close on Friday, 27th October for the Primary Music Production Photos and DVDs.
Click here for an order form.
Photo USBs will be ready and distributed early next week to those who have ordered. Likewise DVDs of
There’s a Sunflower in My Supper.
CD Recording
Senior Choir will be heading into the Arts Centre Melbourne next Wednesday 1 st November to record a
CD. This is a fantastic opportunity for the students to record in a professional studio.
Our CD will be launched and available for sale at Presentation Night.
Aged Care Concerts

The highlight of our choir program is always our visits to the Aged Care Facilities at this time of the year.
This year Valley Voices will be performing a concert for the residents of Heritage Lakes Aged Care on
Tuesday 14th November.
The Senior Choir will once again be visiting Sunlight Aged Care in Whittlesea to do likewise on Thursday
30th November. Parents are welcome to come along and watch and lend your support to the students.
To complete the year both choirs will be performing at the Primary Presentation Evening on Wednesday
22nd November.

Bettina McMurray - Primary Music
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PRIMARY SPORT
Cricket Clinic & Carnival
The Year 3-6 students started their 4 week Cricket Victoria clinic this week in P.E. During the clinic the
students will develop their skills and understanding of cricket; batting, running, fielding, bowling and
wicket keeping. After the clinic all of the students in the primary school will get to participate in a Cricket
Carnival run by the year 6 students. This is a great way for the leaders of our school to take action and
share their learning with others. The Cricket Carnival will be on Wednesday 15 th November, at school on
the front oval.
Sun Smart

The Primary students have been remembering to pack and wear their hats really well this term. Please
also pack sun screen and water bottles, as the weather starts to get HOT!

Sally Park
Primary Physical Education & Sport Coordinator
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SECONDARY NEWS
Hi, my name is Jeremiah Dench and I was lucky enough to be
chosen to be part of the Banyule Nillumbik Tech School Chatbots
program in Greensborough and Epping.
For the Chatbots program we worked with Microsoft and their
latest technology, which was very exciting.
So what is a Chatbot actually? A Chatbot is like Siri, or Cortana.
They are to help people do things like:
Find their way around the city or ask where the closest shopping
centre is, or just to talk to you keep you company! A Chatbot is
basically a robot that can communicate with you and help you in
some way.
I was there with students from different schools. There were two students from each school around Melbourne. I was by myself (don’t feel sorry for me, I kind of liked it). The staff who worked for Microsoft
showed us how to program a Chatbot, showed us how they work and how they can go wrong. They also
taught us about the different jobs they have, like:
An iOS bot - like Siri - they have to organise things, answer questions, etc.
A car bot - they keep the people in the car safe.
A holiday bot - they book the right hotels in the right place for the right amount of stars for you.
We also discussed how Chatbots can impact our values and you can make a Chatbot that is ethical.
On the second day, we made our Chatbot, programmed it and trained it while the Tech School leaders
helped us. We also made personalities for our bot (that was fun!) They also showed us other Chatbots
people made the previous year. The winning Chatbot will be featured on the Tech School's website
(which wasn't mine this time!)
I would definitely like to be involved in a program like this again, and I am so grateful to be given the
opportunity. If anyone is interested in things like Chatbots and Robotics I would definitely encourage
them to check out Tech Schools and what opportunities are available.

VCAL Project by Jacynta Ramsay
As part of VCAL this year we were required to choose and complete a personal project. I decided to run a
poetry competition based on refugees. The idea of my project was to create awareness of refugees living
in our community.
I had Lowilla and Nassy form Catholic Care in Eltham to do a talk to the Year 7 and 8 students about
refugees living in their facility, I thought this talk would help encouraged the students to write their
poems and help them have a greater understanding on refugees. Many year 7 and 8 students handed in
their amazing poems and I had to choose just one. I have chosen Ethan Vellu’s poem. Congratulations
Ethan!
Poem by Ethan Vellu
Just trying to escape the terror
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We just want a place without an error
People were really trying
But ended with some people dying
I just want a place where I can roam
And a place I can call home
My home I see is wrecked and faded
Because my homeland has been invaded
I feel fragile in this world like a mouse
I just want a place I can call my house
I ask myself why?
I’m too young to die

I miss all the people I knew
I can’t imagine what they’ve been put through
I want to go back, I can’t make a friend
I wish this torture would just end.

NEWS FROM CAREERS

Dates to Diarise in Term 4


Year 12 VTAC late applications – throughout October until 3 November

View the latest Careers Newsletter here.
Helen Madden - Careers Advisor

TERM DATES 2018
Term 1
Starts 29 January 2018

Ends 29 March 2018
Term 2

Starts 16 April 2018

Ends 29 June 2018
Term 3

Starts 23 July 2018

Ends 21 September 2018
Term 4

Starts 8 October 2018

Ends 13 December 2018
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NEWS FROM SECONDARY SPORT
EISM GIRLS’ FOOTBALL CARNIVAL 2017
The PVCC girls’ football team competed in the annual EISM football carnival held at Kingswood College on
the first Wednesday of this term. The six schools were divided into 2 pools and games were played on
Kingswood’s 2 ovals.
We defeated Oxley and Eltham College to make the final against Donvale. Unfortunately they kicked away
in the 2nd half to win 20 – 8. Our girls played a great brand of footy and it has been amazing to see the
improvement in skills since the inception of this competition some 8 years ago together with the recent
focus on girls’ footy in general resulting in numerous girls playing club football.

Many thanks to Ben Lewtas for coaching the team, Luke Sexton for assisting and to our Year 11 students
for helping with goal & boundary umpiring, running, water, advice etc.
The girls had a most enjoyable carnival with consistent performances in each match from Mika Suzuki,
Jordyn Eichstadt, Taylah Bugeja, Lara Reeves & Zoe Houghton.
Helen Padget
Head of Secondary Sport
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UNIFORM SHOP

LOST PROPERTY

Shop Hours: PLEASE NOTE that the uniform shop will NOT be
open on the first Saturday in November due to CUP weekend. It
will be open the next weekend on Saturday, November 11th.
Monday, 30 October 2017

12:00pm - 4:00pm

Tuesday, 31 October 2017

8:00am - 2:00pm

Thursday, 2 November 2017

12:00pm - 5:00pm

Monday, 6 November 2017

CLOSED, CUP WEEKEND

Tuesday, 7 November 2017

CLOSED, CUP WEEKEND

Thursday, 9 November 2017

12:00pm - 5:00pm

Saturday, 11 November 2017

9:30am - 12:30pm

Please mark all
uniform items
with a
permanent
marker.
All named items
are kept at the
general office
for collection.

The NEW uniform price list and uniform policy are available on the College Website.
Our direct number is: 9036 7354
Lydia Ross
SUMMER UNIFORM
Term 4 is the crossover from winter to summer uniform. Families are reminded that by Monday ,

30 October, we will expect all students to be in correct summer uniform. Please refer to the website for
a refresher if you need to.

Page 8

CANTEEN
All work in the Canteen can be counted towards Parent Participation
Time. Dad and grandparents are most welcome too!
NOTE: Due to Health Regulations, space and safety reasons, we are
unable to accommodate any children in the Canteen.
Contact Wendy or Denise in the Canteen if you can help.
View the Price List and Canteen Roster on the College website.

Find us on the web: www.pvcc.vic.edu.au
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISEMENTS
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