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EDITORIAL
DIARY DATES
———————————
Friday
19/05/17
Primary Section
Assemblies
———————————
Tuesday
23/05/17
Primary District
X-Country
———————————
Wednesday
Yr6 PYP Info Night—
CANCELLED
———————————
Monday
29/05/17
Prep-Year 2 Jnr
Athletics
———————————
Tuesday
30/05/17
Yr9 City Cite/SCIP
Parent Info Night
———————————
Thursday
01/06/17
Yr7 Immunisations
———————————
Monday-Thursday
5/06/17 - 8/06/17
Yr9-11 Exam Week
———————————
Friday
09/06/17
Student Free Day
———————————
Monday
12/06/17
Queens Birthday
Public Holiday
_________________
Wednesday
14/06/17
VCE GAT

Why camps are a good idea
Schools have changed significantly
over the course of my professional
time and have increased in a broad
range of ways. Whether it’s standardised testing (thanks NAPLAN),
increases in technology, crowded
curriculum, risk assessments and
policy updates schools have
become busy places that operate as
a well-oiled machine. Many of us
remember a different time in
schools with High and Tech schools
running side by side and there
certainly seemed to be a greater
freedom to undertake broad ranges
of activities without the feeling of
piles of paperwork. Of course
compliance and safety is important
but I believe there is still space for
experiences that offer great value
outside
of
the
classroom,
particularly school camps. As I
write, the Year 6 students are having a fantastic time in Canberra and
I feel that it’s important to
acknowledge why camps and
broader activities are vital to
developing a well-rounded character.
Camps should always be a part of
curriculum. The idea of having fun
stimulates a fascination in students
that inspire, provoke and instil a

love of learning and many students
are challenged in a new ways.

School camps help to create greater
bonds through developing social
skills and encouraging students to
interact with a broad range of
people. In different arenas,
students who may be introverted in
classrooms feel the burden lifted
and enjoy getting to know other
students in non-threatening ways.
The goal of camps is to move
students out of environments that
allow them to be dependent on
their loved ones. As a parent the
thought of my children needing to
negotiate eating food that they may
be unfamiliar with, getting up on
cold mornings or even negotiating
the dreaded shower can be
daunting. But camps actually help
students to move towards independence as they take ownership
of everything from their clothes,
their time and their experiences. It
allows students to explore ways of
doing things in a way that suits
them and shows that they have
listened to all those things we’ve
tried to teach them over the years.
If only we were there to see it!
Decision making skills develop as
activities often revolve around a
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task, with a problem that needs solving. What happens when your son/daughter forgets their towel?
What happens if they only bring one pair of shoes or worse, what happens if they forget their pillow?
Students are more resilient than we often give them credit for and often are able to rise to the challenge.
It’s these stories that live in folklore of the ‘Do you remember when you did this?’. Students need to
make decisions about conquering their fears, while learning to celebrate their successes but even more
importantly learning from their mistakes. Camps allow for a broad range of skills that students can take
with them in life and will set them up with the confidence to overcome challenges that they might not
otherwise face.
Sometimes, students simply need to learn through experience rather than simply in a book. The power
of seeing, hearing, thinking, feeling creates moments that stay with students beyond their experiences. It
might be walking through a National Park, conquering tiredness and the natural elements whilst understanding the benefits that being in God’s creation allows the sense of awe and brings a sense of peace by
simply being away from the noises and lights of an ever increasing modern digital age.

While there is often some risk associated with camps, I believe the true value of these experiences can
never to be underestimated or undervalued. I believe the need for students to
be challenged, pushed and encouraged are essential for producing well
balanced students who are able to act and react to their world. I’m always
thankful of the staff that give up their time to help students to explore and
grow. When the grade sixes return on Friday afternoon, I look forward to
hearing their stories and seeing their new found confidence which will put them
in good stead as they prepare for the leap into high school next year.

Paul Oldman—Head of Secondary

FROM THE BUSINESS OFFICE
CSEF Application Forms 2017 - Reminder
If you have not done so previously, this is a reminder for families holding a valid means-tested concession
card or who are temporary foster parents, you are eligible to apply for the CSEF (Camps, Sports & Excursions Fund).
$125 per year is paid for eligible primary school students, with $225 per year paid for eligible secondary
school students.
Please see the attached information sheet for further information as well as the CSEF Application Form.
Should you wish to apply, a completed CSEF Application Form together with a copy of your concession
card attached, are to be returned to the Business Office, or by email to accounts@pvcc.vic.edu.au by
Friday, 23rd June 2017.
Michelle Cothill
Finance Manager
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PRIMARY NEWS
NEWS FROM PRIMARY SPORT
House Athletics Photos

District Cross Country
On Tuesday 23rd May, 60 students from year 3-6 will be competing at Bundoora Park in the District Cross
Country. The top 10 students from each age/gender group, were selected from the House Cross Country
Carnival. Students need to pack plenty of warm clothes, nutritious food and a drink for the day. The
school running singlets will be handed out to students on the morning. Please reply to the Parent paperwork email if you are available to help be on a checkpoint.

Junior Athletics Carnival
On Monday 29th May, the year Prep, 1 & 2 students will be competing in the Junior Athletics Carnival. The
junior students will be rotating through 6 different modified athletics activities. The year 6 House captains
will be running this event from 11:00-12:40. Any parents who wish to help, please respond to Parent
Paperwork.

Orienteering Year 3/4
The year 3/4 students will be completing a 4 week Orienteering unit in Physical Education this term. This
is a great opportunity for students to learn how to read a map, problem solve, cooperate within a team
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and be active. Orienteering is a fantastic sport for all ages to keep fit, please check out the website if
interested. http://www.vicorienteering.asn.au/
Wheel Talk Year 6
This term the year 6 students are learning about ‘Equal Opportunities in Sport’. The unit will be starting
off on Wednesday 7th June by having a guest speaker come from Disability Sport & Recreation. They will
also have the opportunity to play wheelchair basketball and learn about some of the difficulties experienced by people with disabilities in our community.
Sally Park - Primary Physical Education & Sport Coordinator

LOTE News
Bonjour le monde!
We are indeed blessed to be part of the Plenty Valley Christian College community that places our
students and their various gifts and talents at the heart of our everyday educational endeavours. Participating in the French Poem Competition (BMC) is one of the countless opportunities the College offers our
children and this year and it will take place on May 31st. We are very pleased to have Madame Bossard
and some students from the Secondary school joining us for the examination this year.
Years 5 and 6 students participating in the Berthe Mouchette poetry recital competition are also invited
to illustrate the poem chosen with a drawing expressing their vision of it. A jury, presided over by the
director of the Alliance Française de Melbourne, and assisted whenever possible by a guest Artist, will
chose the best drawings to receive a prize and be displayed on the prestigious Awards ceremony. How
exciting!
We have chosen and have been practicing the poem in our French classes, however the students in Grade
5 and 6 are welcome to come to the French Room on Thursdays at lunchtime if they require extra assistance or just to make sure that they will shine on the day of the examination. Furthermore, those
students that will qualify for the next stage of the Competition will receive a prize in recognition of their
effort.
Students in the Secondary Faculty are welcome to attend practice sessions every lunch time, Monday to
Thursday, in Room 67.
Students can access the poems either as pdf or sound tracks by following the link below:
http://www.afmelbourne.com.au/berthe-mouchette-competition/poems/
Elena Agache
Primary French Coordinator
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It's that time of the year again ...


when the Primary school gathers in the Library @ 11am Wednesday 24 May 2017



at the SAME time as over 2000 other Libraries, schools, preschools, homes and bookshops around Australia



to share in the fun of reading a picture book written and illustrated by an Australian author and illustrator



and to show how much we value reading and literacy.

The 2017 book is …

Hey diddle diddle …
You all know the riddle
A cow jumps over the moon...
But the moon is very high in the sky.
How many attempts will it take before Cow
makes her famous high-flying leap?
Each year students have the OPTION of bringing along something to wear to get us all into the mood of
the story ...
In the riddle we have some loveable characters ... the cow ... the moon ... the cat and the fiddle ... a little
dog ... a dish and spoon ...
... so this year the students can wear (with their uniform) ...

... something to do with one of the charaters ...
OR
... bring a toy character to cuddle ...
It doesn't have to be fancy ... what have you got hanging around at home?
# A cow toy

# A dog toy

# A cardboard fiddle

# A cat toy

# A cat tail and ears

# A moon face

# A dish and a spoon (one that doesn't break!)

# A funny hat

Don't worry if you haven't got anything you can easily lay your hands on ... squashing into the Library is
fun enough!
We LOVE National Simultaneous Storytime ... and I know the students are looking forward to it too.
Angela Harridge
Primary Teacher Librarian
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SECONDARY NEWS
EISM CHAMPIONS’ ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 2017
On Monday 15th May Plenty Valley invited athletes competed at the Champions’ Carnival at the Lakeside
Stadium at Albert Park. This carnival comprises all 21 EISM schools from across Melbourne whose best
athletes have been seeded into each event from the three EISM divisional carnivals.
The 24 Plenty Valley students won a total of 18 medals which was a fantastic effort and significantly more
than in recent years!

There were 6 gold, 6 silver and 6 bronze medals won across the track & field twilight program. Baye
Agostino had an outstanding meet winning the U14 100m/200m double. He also holds the EISM U14 long
jump record.
Other multiple medal winners were Open girls Zoe Houghton with one gold & two bronze and Mikayla
Lazic with two silver & one bronze, Year 7 duo James Shearwood (one gold & one silver) and Ethan Vellu
(two silver) and Year 10 student Nathan Adams (two bronze).
Congratulations to all athletes! Thanks also to those athletes who filled in at the last minute in 3 of our 4
relay teams when illness & injury threatened team withdrawal and those teams achieved two 4ths and an
8th which is commendable.
Our thoughts were with James Shearwood who won his 100m and immediately was unable to weight
bear on his left leg. He went by ambulance with a serious hip injury but was smiling in hospital a couple of
hours later with his medal around his neck!
Thank you too to staff Tim Monro (team manager), Ben Lewtas (triple jump official) and to student Tayla
Adams who also assisted at the triple jump event.
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Gold medals
Baye Agostino – U14 100m/200m
Brooke Mason – U13 Triple Jump
James Shearwood – U13 100m
Ryan Ellis – U13 High Jump
Zoe Houghton – Open 400m
Silver medals
Ethan Vellu – U13 Long Jump/Triple Jump
Mikayla Lazic – Open 100m/200m
James Shearwood – U13 400m
Mitchell Skipper – U15 400m
Bronze medals
Zoe Houghton – Open 100m/4 x 100m relay
Nathan Adams – U16 Long Jump/Triple Jump
Inge Theron – U14 200m
Monique Ramsay – U14 High Jump
Mikayla Lazic – Open 4 x 100m relay
Julia Tennent – Open 4 x 100m relay
Mika Suzuki – Open 4 x 100m relay
Helen Padget
Head of Secondary Sport
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NEWS FROM CAREERS



UMAT Test – Wednesday 26 July
Work Experience for Year 10 students - 26/6 – 30/6 – Reminder for Year 10 students that Work
Experience Arrangement forms must be returned NOW!

View the latest newsletter here.
Helen Madden - Careers Advisor

MISSIONS FUNDRAISING
Out of uniform day for Secondary
students on Friday, 19th May
Gold Coin donation
Chicken Souvlaki $10
Meal combo $11
Drinks $1.50
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UNIFORM SHOP

Lost Property

Shop Hours:
Monday, 22nd May

12:00pm - 4:00pm

Tuesday, 23rd May

8:00am - 2:00pm

Thursday, 25th May

12:00pm - 5:00pm

Monday, 29th May

12:00pm - 4:00pm

Tuesday, 30th May

08:00am - 2:00 pm

Thursday, 1st June

12:00pm - 5:00pm

Saturday, 3rd June

9:30am—12:30pm

The uniform price list and uniform policy are available on the
College Website.
Our direct number is: 9036 7354
Lydia Ross

CANTEEN
All work in the Canteen can be counted towards Parent Participation
Time. Dad and grandparents are most welcome too! View the Canteen
Roster.
NOTE: Due to Health Regulations, space and safety reasons, we are
unable to accommodate any children in the Canteen.
The latest Canteen Price List is available on the College website.
Wendy/Denise

Find us on the web: www.pvcc.vic.edu.au

Please mark all
uniform items
with a
permanent
marker.
All named items
are kept at the
general office
for collection.
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COMMUNITY ADVERTISEMENTS
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What's happening at Diamond Valley Library in May?

History: Local, Family and Military

Children and Families

Me and My Family Tree

Doggy Tales

Me and My Family Tree shares the similarities and
differences in families. Join author and illustrator Jackie Moss who will share her inspiration
behind her beautiful children’s book which helps
children learn the context of their wider family
connections. She will also describe her pathway to
getting published, and provide tips to help you
share your family story. Books available for sale.

Doggy Tales program is an exciting way for
children to practice their reading.
It provides children with a non-judgmental,
canine-audience. No need to book. Just come
along and meet Ollie the “Reading Dog”.

Diamond Valley Library
Wednesday 24 May
2.00pm – 3.00pm

eLearning and Technology
iPad Basic
>Adults

Join us to learn and share basic skills on your
iPad. An ideal session for those just starting out.
BYO device or book to use one of the library’s.
Diamond Valley Library
Friday 26 May
10.00am-11.30am

>Age 3+

Diamond Valley Library
Each Wednesday
3.45pm-4.45pm

National Simultaneous Storytime
Diamond Valley Library
Wednesday 24 May
11.00am-12.00noon

Join in the fun with Nillumbik Shire Council,
healthAbility, Mini Maestros, Ready Steady Go,
Petting Zoo, Facepainting, Bunnings craft activity, Local kinders, Diamond Valley Toy Library,
Showbags and Market stalls.
Have your child’s photo taken with the
greenscreen. New members welcome and go in
a draw to win a prize.
Diamond Valley Library
Saturday 27 May
10.00am – 1.00pm

Zinio
>Adults
Learn to access, download and read online magazines
through Zinio, the world’s largest newsstand.
Knowledge of iPad or Android is required.

Diamond Valley Library
Wednesday 31 May
10.00am – 11.30am

Diamond Valley Library is part of the Yarra Plenty Regional Library Service. For more information about events, programs & services,
please go to www.yprl.vic.gov.au, ask staff or
pick up a brochure at any Yarra Plenty Regional
Library branch.
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FREE RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
"Play Ball!" Banyule Youth Services and RecLink are running a FREE weekly sports game program at Olympic Leisure
Centre, 15 Alamein Rd, Heidelberg West. This is a great opportunity for young people (12-16 years) to come and try different ball sports including basketball, handball, volleyball, soccer and more in a fun, supportive environment. Each
week we will mix it up for you.
Running each Tuesday 3:30pm -5pm starting on Tuesday 23 May – until 27 June. This is a FREE activity - to register go
to www.banyuleyouth.com
If you need more information please call Lisa on 9457 9855 or email lisa.said@banyule.vic.gov.au.
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