Introduction from the
Principal
Our College values are those of
trust, compassion and well-being in
relationships. We value resilience,
wisdom, good character and service
amongst our community. Alongside
our inclusive enrolment policies, we
value an excellence in teaching and
learning that sets a school apart.
Plenty Valley Christian College has
the great privilege of educating
students in close partnership
with their families. We are a nondenominational College focussed
on a Christian understanding of
the world. We have a vision to be a
learning community with the creative
and responsive ‘mind and spirit’ of
Christ as mentioned by the apostle
St Paul in his letters to Christian
communities long ago.

At the end of 2016 Dr Doug Peck
completed 25 years of leadership
at Plenty Valley Christian College.
He led this community as it grew
from a small Christian school to the
respected educational institution
that we see today.
Dr Peck is honoured for the
substantive work that he did in
building our college and for the
leadership he provided.
John Metcalfe
Principal
2017 -

We believe Christian foundations
provide a basis for people to become
the agents of transformation. The
challenge is to live out Christian
virtues in an Australian democratic
context. We hope the College is a
high-quality training ground for that
purpose. We believe we have a good
balance between, and focus on,
the nurture and safety of children,
quality teaching and learning,
and engagement with the wider
community.

Plenty Valley is an active and involved
community where staff and families
work together for the common good
and a well-rounded education. Whilst
academic achievement is the main
element of our core business, we
know student learning encompasses
far more than national and school
assessments of achievement will
reveal.
In our thirty-fourth year of operation,
I commend the fine reputation the
College has for the education and
formation of the whole person.

Douglas Peck
Principal
1992 - 2016

Highlights
Plenty Valley Christian College is a
community of learners and their
families. Together we represent a
huge breadth of gifts and talents
given to us by God. The big question
is what will we do with those gifts
and talents?
Highlights at any school are always
an example of students putting
their gifts and talents to good use.
Less obvious but, still a highlight is
the hours of work that staff put into
making it possible for students to
develop their unique mixture of gifts
and talents and to give them the
opportunity to shine.

Students
looking beyond
themselves
An important part of growth and
development is the movement away
from a self-centred view of life to
empathising and considering others
and pushing our limits.
In 2016 students from primary and
secondary were involved in a number
of events that are designed to help
them to develop.

Fifty secondary students undertook
the Duke of Edinburgh leadership
course and discovered they were
capable of more than they thought.
That capability was applied in Relay
for Life, Walk in My Shoes, Missions
Awareness Tours to other countries
and into the city context.
The
Student
Community
Improvement Program (SCIP) is
a week for the Year 9 students to
volunteer their time to assist in their
local community.

Highlights
of 2016

Opportunities to
Grow

Our VCAL students experienced
a broad range of life experiences
including DJ’ing on Syn FM (Student
Youth Network Radio).

Plenty Valley Christian College has an
organised year level camp program
that takes students out of their
comfort zone to learn more about
themselves and the world that God
has created. These include City Cite
camp that explores central city living
and other camps that include high
ropes and hikes though virgin bush.

Staff

Year 9s confronted challenging
weather on their hike and broke
through the snow line on Mount
Feathertop building resilience and
team group dynamics.

Mrs Lily McDonald began the year as
our new Head of Primary while Mrs
Rebecca Matthews stepped into the
role of Upper Primary Coordinator.
Staff members continued to develop
their competence in their craft
through Professional Development
opportunities with Primary staff
committing
to
International
Baccalaureate PYP workshops on
the weekends to deepen their
understanding and professionalism.

Sport
Opportunities

Academic
Pursuits
Schools are mostly about academic
pursuits and Plenty Valley students
continued to show that they could
achieve at all levels with resolve
and some hard work. Our Year 12
students set the bar high displaying
collegiate work ethics and high
personal expectations.
A number of national and
international competitions were a
part of the academic challenge in the
College. Primary students extended
their abilities by competing in the
Tournament of the Minds and Maths
Olympiad

Support
structures
The plans for our new Early Years
Building were completed and put
out to tender with a starting date for
construction early in 2017.

The Review Team from the
International Baccalaureate visited
the College to ensure our Primary
Years Program met their exacting
standards. We were pleased to
receive a number of commendations
from the review.

Memorial
During the Christmas break a loved
teacher, Mrs Julie Leitch, passed
away and went home after a battle
with cancer. This prompted the
construction of our memorial seat
that overlooks our beautiful valley
and remembers all those members of
Plenty Valley Christian College who
have prematurely died.
We were inspired by Mr Michael
Leitch’s speech and as a community
we have committed ourselves to
fundraising for cancer research.

Plenty Valley Christian College
is proud to be able to provide
interschool sporting opportunities in
fourteen sports activities across Years
5 – 12. Our primary and secondary
house carnivals are always one of
the highlights of the sporting year
with colourful costume themes and
enthusiastic competition and rivalry.
A Year 7 student went from breaking
two records at our House Athletics in
2016 straight to the airport to travel
to Perth where he won gold in the
long jump at the Australian Junior
Nationals and gained bronze in the 4
X 100m relay.
Plenty Valley had a successful year
in the Eastern Independent Schools,
Melbourne weekly interschool
sport in 2016 with premierships in
Senior Boys’ Hockey, Senior Girls’
Hockey, Senior Girls’ Netball B, Year
8/9 Boys’ Hockey and Year 7 Boys’
Hockey.

Sport
Opportunities
Plenty Valley had State reps in soccer,
hockey, athletics and netball and
many regional representatives across
multiple sports.

Survey Results
At Plenty Valley we conduct annual
satisfaction surveys and our survey
results from 2016 show that 70% of
parents surveyed either agreed or
strongly agreed that the educational
standards of the College live up to
their expectation.

Through our sporting program,
we aim to provide the opportunity
to try different sports and provide
inspiration to pursue physical activity
and service in the wider community.

Student
attendance

This year we saw service through
sport in the Junior Sports Day run by
the Year 6 students for our Prep to Year
2 students as well as their running of
weekly junior sport activities.

Year Level % Attendance
Year 1			93
Year 2			93
Year 3			91
Year 4			95
Year 5			95
Year 6			93
Year 7			91
Year 8			92
Year 9			92
Year 10		
91

Teaching Staff
All teaching staff at Plenty Valley
have met the requirements of the
Victorian Institute of Teachers and
are regularly involved in professional
development aimed at improving
their understanding and practice
of their teaching craft. One of our
staff members identifies as an
aboriginal Australian. Our current
Staff Retention Rate is 87% and the
average length of teacher service is
eight years.

Attendance by Year Level

Average attendance for the whole
school is 93.5%. About half of these
absences were medically related.
At Plenty Valley, we manage
attendance of students by sending
SMS text messages to parents if a
student is absent without notice.
Absences of more than two days
without notification are followed up
by homeroom teachers. Ongoing
absences are reported to the subschool coordinator for further followup with families.

Year 12 Achievements
89% of our 70 Year 12 students were enrolled in a VCE program
and 11% were enrolled in a VCAL program. 18% of Year 12
students studied in a VET Course as part of these programs.
All of them obtained their Year 12 credential.
All students who applied for entry into a tertiary education
course received an offer. 13 were offered early entry to the
Latrobe University ASPIRE Program.
Most of our VCAL students secured full-time ongoing
employment in apprenticeships.
The 2016 College Dux, Daniel Roberts, demonstrated
his giftedness by achieving an ATAR (Australian Tertiary
Admissions Rank) of 99.65. 17% of our students achieved an
ATAR of over 90 and a third achieved an ATAR above 80.

NAPLAN
Results
Percentage of students that were at or above the benchmark

Naplan 2016
Reading
Writing
Spelling
Grammar
Numeracy

Year 3
97%
100%
97%
97%
97%

Year 5
98%
90%
100%
100%
98%

Year 7
99%
100%
94%
97%
100%

Year 9
99%
92%
97%
100%
97%

Financial
Summary
Plenty Valley Christian College has
prepared well to enter a building
program in 2017, with continued
zero capital debt in 2016 and prudent
management of finances. Due to
a stronger position than expected
we will require less borrowings to
complete the Early Years building
during 2017, to open in 2018 along
with the assistance of a Federal
Government Grant.
The following financial summary
is indicative of an ongoing healthy
organisation, ready for the next
phase of growth under careful watch
by the College Executive and Board.
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